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Lines in reſpet to ſearch- 
ing Practical Dijfourſes, tho o 

eſt Concern, is ſo far debaſed, that 
F there were no other extant, the Wife 


= Man's Dehortation. from wearying rcd. 12. 


} 


the Fleſh with over much Study, 
would be altogether needleſs at this 
5 be kinds of Reading that 
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© % 


ing to Foreign and Domeſtick Tran- 


eare either Looſe and Roman- 
tick, ſuch as are ſuited to a laſcivi- 
ous Appetite, and ridicule the mot 
ſerious Things ; or Hiſtorical, relat- 


Ja ions in Matters of State or o. 
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Illo the Reader. 
ther publick Contingencies ; or elſe 
[ uch as tend to ſpeculative Knowledg | 
in particular Sciences. Theſe are 
look'd upon as good Diverſion to paſs || 
away the Superfluities of Time, and 
a neceſſary Qualification for ; the more 
refin'd ſort of Converſe: And indeed 
[| the two laſt are both uſeful and com- 
: mendable, ſo far as they do not en- 
1 groſs the choiceſt of our Thoughts. 
3: % To enquire after the daily Produ&Fi- Þ 
= --- ons of Novelties at home and abroad, 
on as alſo to hand them induſtriouſly | 
2? about to others, is ſo far the Ele- 
I ment of a great many modern Athe- 
F mians, that whenſoever the Wheels 
1 of Providence ſeem not to move faſt i 
mn enough for them, and Things remain 
lf for s few Davin dau duo 
_ they ſoon fhew themſelves at a loſs, 

if an could ſcarce take any preſent | 

= Comfort in Life, were it not for the 
hopes that to Morrow may afford 
ſomething to gratify their eager * : 


_ "Tod ua Reader. . 
| 7 pox e World: 1s. nom a. "i 
moſt rum into that dangerous C urio- 
© fy of—Lo: here, and "Lo 
there though, 651 knows, too Mar 13. 
: beine ſottiſbo in many Reſj 175 e Ws 
neither Jotiafed with any thing EY 
7 | 5 © preſent . ent , nor well knowing what they 
FF | 7 would lune: Vanity and Change are 
”- = the ſweet Morſels which they can 
N- l | beſt reliſh; and theſe are eſteem d an 
1 i | ample Reward for the utmo$t Expence 
ef their Time and Thoughts, But 
45 amid it all the kinds of Study, that 
which leads a Man to the neareſt in- 
_ = timacy with pimſelf, and ems him,” 
e- in the true$t Light, his own unſu 7 
u pected Deformities, together with 
ft | | the bet Expedients for their Re- 
moval, is uſually the moſt unpleaſant, 
and therefore too generally negledfed. 
6, | Such are the common Jenti mente 3 
„ fach Hade been the unkind Eſtimate 
„and raſh Conclu ſions of the many 
| Capricious Criticks through all Ages, 
e A 3 Wings 
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— in reſpe to the moſt uſeſul Ehqui- || 
| rie. Not that theſe ever did or can 1 
N really ſeem dull and unattract ive to a 1 | 
| Mind rightly diſposd ; being the 
| ror only Ways of Pleaſantneſs and the | 
| ſureſt Paths of Peace: If we dare 
if credit the undeniable Proofs both of 
# divine Authority and particular Ex- 
penn. 16-4. . 
It mu$} be acknowledg d that Diſ- 
courſes of this Nature are numerous 
enough; neither have I the Vanity to 
ſuppoſe that the Things hinted at in 
the following Pages, have not been 
much more accurately handled at large 
already. If it be ſaid, What need 
then of this? U anſwer, 1. Though 
the Arguments for, and Motives to, 
Practical Chriſtianity have been ſo | 
far exhauſted , that it's difficult to 
ſay any thing new on thoſe Topicks ; | 
yet the different circumſtances of Time, 
and uncommon Emergencies of 


* wy Church or State 9 may afford room | 
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Memento's of this kind not 


the 
the 5 Men conſult their own Eaſe moſt in 
are Things of the 1 Moment; and 


% a Compliment, as Fœlix did St. Paul's 


ſo | ſearching Doctrin till a more conveni- 
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only to gratify. Curioſity; and if it 


ſhould pot happen to fit eaſy upon 


their ſqueamiſh Stomachs, yet there's 


a fair Chance for it. 3. The deplorable 
growth of Atheiſm , Prophaneneſs,, | 
and Fundamental Errors, together 


F 
gious Account, as no ſmall indi- 


with the unhappy Divi ions and Ani- 


cation of our being almoſt ſunk into - 


the Dregs of F ime, and Juſtly exciting 
many deep Thoughts in every pious | 


and conſiderate Breaſt, may be eſteem'd 


a ſuſficent Apology for Eſſays of this 
Nature, whilſt they manifeſtly carry 


an healing Deſign, and can be no 


otherwiſe Serviceable to their Authors 


(eſpecially if conceal d ) than in Com- 


meet with the ſame Fate as the Bulky 
Writings of ſome far more con ſidera- 


| lated for the Humour and Patience of 


ble Perſons, which were not Calcu- 


mort 
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mon, ſo far as they may anſwer thoſe | 


general Ends, Hut if this ſhould 6 


— U 
| : 


? Head of a more direct, Anſwer. 
= ts one not a little affected with 3 un- 
1 | ſuitableneſs of his own Abilities for 
= ſo great a Subject , and therefore no 


7 more covetous ef Popularity than con- 


'To the 1 


of moſt — MA be condemn'd ' 
4 waſte Paper , or committed to ſome 
ik © | private Corner to undergo the Injuries 

e Wo Duſt ant Mould ; the Sincerity 
of the 12 ns propos d, and frequency 
1 FB ſuch Treatment , may at leaſt al- 

leviate, if not wholly prevent an im. 
| - © moderate Concern thereat. 


I s probabll ſome may now begin 


1 to enquire after this bold, nameleſs | 
4 Aber, who dares engage in 0 dif- 


ix 


5 - rather impracticable, a Task, 


48 to oppoſe the common Stream of 


| the Times ; to moderate the diſorderly 
| Heat of Men's Spirits, and reſtore, 


or at lea recommend, a more ſafe 


| and. laudable Temper : If ſo, they 


are deſired to jos this general, * 


ſcious 
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To the Reader. 


ſcious of deſerving it; induc'd by an 
bearty Deſire to ſerve the publick 
Good, more than any private or fini- 
14 though he could z 

not ſatisfy himſelf to be ſilent, appre- 
. hending the preſent Juncture to call 
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ſter Reſpects : And 
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far from being mov'd by the Itch 0 
1 Scribbling, that he had much ra- 


this manner. 


What ſeems further neceſſary FR 


theſe poor Endeavours, is to recom- 


mend that 1 Petition, worthy 


of univer ſa 


Aſſent, That all who 


(0 Pro- 


he added for the better Succeſs of I 
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ther have ſeen it perform'd by a more 
ckalful Hand. He owns himſelf to 
have exceeded his proper Province; 
and as he would not be wanting on 
all Occaſions to pay a due deference | 
to thoſe of the Sacred Function, ſo he 
thinks never to tranſgreſs again in 


PB To the Reade. xi 
an © profeſs themſelves Chriſtians , 
lick © 4 may hold the Faith in Unity 
ni. © of Spirit, in the Bond of 
% 00 Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of 
re- « Life. $6 
al | 5 . 
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A „40. lin. 18. zu read and, p. 63. 1. 29. r. 4 fatal, 
an Joe: 40 Margin, r. &ousa]ea, p. 126.1. 2. r. 2 
| ; 7 en, P. 140. J. 12. bare, r. bear, p. 147. I. 1. r. ot then. 
nee 5 Literal Faults, as alſo in the Points, and ſome few Ac- 
De cents in Marginal Notes „the courteous Reader is 
- = deſir d to Excuſe, gs 
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Deſire * 1 common to l 17 5 
kind, Former Miſtakes about it. 
" Extreams to be carefully avoided. The 
tranſcendent Worth of Chriſtianity when 
Compar'd with all other __ Shadows of 
Religion. _ Page 1 

CHAP. 15 


Further Hints at the pieuliar Dignity of ih 


 *Chriſtian Religion. Its Duties conſider d 1 


under three Heads , viz. Moral, Civil, 


and Spiritual. The order o 7 theſe in- 
verted, and the Reaſon aſſig nd. A gene- 
ral comprehenſi de Definition of that Holy | 
Obedience which occurs under the firſt Head. 
The ſame briefiy Explain d. p. 9 


* CHAP. III. 


Duties in 4 Spiritual Capacity conſider d, 
1. As reſpecting God. 2. Our Fellow- v 
Chriſtians. ba br twofold alſo, Do- | 
-- Erinal and Practical. Some of the mot 
Neceſſary or Fundamental Points in the 


Chriſtian Faith briefiy hinted at. p. 17. 
C K AP. 


- — . 


The Cantetits . 


RR c H A p. 1. Kt 
4 he other Branch of. Practical Obedience 
handl' d. Four Negatives laid damn, 
with Animadverſions from thence on the 
moſt dangerous Extreams , 700 common 


ee the C un W orld.. 1 p. 3 


BY | T +: U A pony. 
bo General Hints wherein true Practical Chri- 
; " ROE peſt rively bon iſts. p. 46 


: CHAP. VI. 
0 Three inſeparable Adjuncts o 7 uch E P Pra- 
cl᷑tical Obedience laid „ and briefly 
explain d. By 3 4 
1 GC H A P. VII. 
0 Some of the man 9 Singular Benefits ts or Bis. 
) Conſequents arijing therefrom aiſtintty 
enquir'd into. "1: hs 52 


C H A P. VIII. 

The other part of Man's Spiritual Capacity) 
relating to Fellow Chriſtians hazaled 
under a threefold Enquiry, 1. Into the 


| flouriſping State of Religion conſequential 

to 4 aue Senſe of its genuine tenaency, and 
he = diſcharge of its peculiar Duties. 2. The 
7. ane and almoſt irreparable Detriment ari- 
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fing from the 
probable Expedients for ſtrengthening its 
Intereſt, and anſwering its Bleſſed Ends. 
Ihe firſt of theſe conſeder*d in two Particu- 
The great Damage accruing to Religion from 
unreaſonable Prejudice and Partiality, ex- 
preſsd under two particulars, with juſt 
Reprehenſion.,  . p- 89 


ents. 
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Probable Expedients for compoſing preſent : 
Differences, Strengthening the Intereſt, | 
And anſwering the happy Ends of Religion, 
in Three particulars. p. 98. 
Man's Civil Capacity Examir'd, under two | 
Heads, 1. Government, 2. Subjection. 
Ihe Divine Origin, Neceſſity and Ends of 
Civil Government. The Excellency of | 
our own Conſtitution, and great happineſs 
of the Body Politick under the Conduct of 
it's preſent Head. #254 
3 VT 
The other part of Man's Civil Capacity con- 
fader d, vic. Subjection: And that un- 
der two Branches, including the Duties of 
all Ranks and Degrees of Men. The Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Happy Conſequents of Gra- 


titude, 


The . 


4 tial, Unanimity, and Love. Former 
oe ! Notions of univerſ; ally Paſſive Obedi- 
g its 1 ence, a dangerous 5 and unaccountable Ex- 
2d. + tream. p. 125 


5 „ 
; 1 he Province of Morality Examin'd by fome 


eneral Hints and with all paſſible Brevity. 
12 great Blemiſh and unſpeakable Mif- 
ea: 12 accruing to Religion Ot Defect 

- thereof. p.135 
. H A P. NV. | 
"Som few Practical Motives and Directions 
ent 43 4 cloſe to the whole, the better to enforce 
reſt, | > | the ſeveral Things binted at in the preced- 
285 5 ing Chapter. l 
CHAT. XV. - 
I farther C ont inuation of P raitical Mo- 
%% tives. p. 1 $6 
of 55 CHAP. XVI 

of F brief Recapitulation and Perſwaſive to 
weſs Unanimity , gps. to the preſent Jun- 
of Cure, p. 169. 
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Books lately Printed for Bard Bonwicke, 
4 the Red-Lion in St. PayPs 0 burchs 
299% | 


Helis of Dioteſan Epiſcopacy, in a8 to a 
a Book of Mr. David Clarkſor's, Intituled Primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy. By Henry Maurice, D. D. the Second 
Edition, Corretted. 

; Devotional Poems, Feſtival. and Practical, on ſome 
of the chief Chriſtian Feſtivals, Faſts, Graces, Vertues, 
Oc. For the ule of his Country Pariſhoners, eſpecially 
the Younger and Pious Fer ſons. By a Clergyman of 
the Country. 

The Art of Catechiſing, or the Compleat Catechiſt, 
in four prats. 1. The Church Catechiſm” Reſolv'd into 
eaſy Queſtions. 2. An Expoſition of it in à continued, 


folv'd into Scripture Proofs. 4. The Whole Duty of 
Man Reduced into - Queſtions, fitted for the meaneſt 
Capacities, the weakeſt Memories, the plaineft 
Teachers, and the moſt uninſtructed Learners. | The 
Third Edition Corrected. 

A Practical Diſcourſe of the Sin 2gzink the Holy Ghoſt, 


ſhowing plainly, '. What it is, 2, howany Perſon may 


certainly know, wherhs er he has been guilty of it. De- 


ſigned to bring Encouragement to the Faithful enitent, 
Tranquility of Mind to the Obedient, Joys to them 


that Love, and the Returning Sinner frem - Deſpara · 
tion. 
Hope and peace, in two Letters: The former a 


Letter to a Perſon troubled in Mind, who (though a 
Virtuous Lady yet) laboured under great Scrupuloſi- 
ties, Doubts and Fears, and ſome uneatie degrees of 
Deſperation. The other a Letter to a Penitent : who 
_ appearing tincere, and having paſs'd through the Evan- 
gelical Methods of Peace and Reconciliation, yet re- 


main'd diſſatisfied. By a Divine of the Church of 


England. 


Letters of Religion and virtue to  feverat Gentlemen 
and Ladies, in oppoſition to the Profaneneſs and Ob- 


ERS 


full, and plain Diſcourſe. 3. The Chur h Catechiſm "ak | 


{cenity of thoſe not long ſince publiſhed under the Names 


of the late Earl of Rocheſter, Mr. Orway, Mr. Brown, &C. 
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A Deſire of Happineſs common to Mankind, 
Former Miſtakes about it. Extreams to be 
carefully avoided, The tranſcendent Worth 
of Chriſtianity when compar'd with all other 
empty Shadows of Religion. 


Otwithſtanding the Univerſal 

degeneracy of Humane Nature, 
WY it's ſcarce probable that ſo think- 
1 ing an Animal as Man can be 
" Ewholly deſtitute of Deſires after Happi- 
zen neſs; at leaſt in ſome kind or other, a- 
>b- KEgrecable to the erroneous DiQates of his 
Zdepray'd Reaſon: As is ſufficiently evi- 
_ ex 3 dent 
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2 Chriſtianity the Great 


dent from the continued Searches through 7% 
all thoſe dark Times of Ethnick Ignorance, 
Mal. 4. 2. before the comforting Rays of the Sun f / 
Luk. 1.78. Righteouſneſs, or Day-ſpring from on high, 
had viſited the World. But the great 
Danger lies in the variety of Miſtakes a- 
bout the End propos'd, and the Means 
conducing thereunto. Hence {ome of 
them profeſſedly ſought it in the ſmooth- 3 
Paths of ſenſual Pleaſures, by gratifying 7 
their bruitiſh Appetites in all the tranſient 7 
Vanities and ſinful Exorbitances of a tem- 
poral Life, boldly excluding all apprehen- 
ſions of a future Exiſtence either in Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery; as if the World, with 7 
its innumerable conſtituent Parts, the ſtu- 
pendious Product of infinite Wiſdom and n 
an Omnipotent Architect, had either in- B 
ſtantaneoully leap'd into Being, or was 
gradually jumbled together by a fortui- 
tous colliſion of Atoms, and hath been 
ever ſince preſerv'd by the ſame blind un- 
accountable Chance, without a firſt ſupe- 
rior Cauſe or over-ruling Providence : 
And indeed it were greatly to be wiſh'd 
that we had not ſo many modern Epicares, N 
who are the fame in Opinion whilſt 
ſhelt'ring themſelves under the Title of 
Chriſtians, or at leaſt in practice, which 
is a Folly no leſs dangerous and inexcuſable. Ma 
Others there were Who, avoiding this, Ms 
e 
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T Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 
Þowarily fell into the oppoſite Extream of 
Cynical Moroſeneſs or a forced ſourneſs 


6 Temper, and unwarrantable Secluſion 
from the various Duties and neceſſary 


as alſo, through an exorbitant degree of 
> Zcontempt , deny'd themſelves the true 
Comfort and lawful . Uſe of temporal 
Bleſſings : But this Demeanor being 
e on ſpiritual Pride, though co- 
ver'd with the Mantle of Humility, ſeems 
1 highly, if not equally dangerous. 
Others were too Sceptically {way'd in all 
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their Enquiries; aiming at little more 
than ſome finer ſpun Hypotheſes, airy Spe- 
cCulations, or curious Novelties in Opi- 
nion, adapted to a giddy and unſettled 
Brain: Herein conſiſted the very Life and 
Soul of their elaborate Studies, whilſt 
they had little or no regard to any real 
Goodneſs, either reſpecting the hidden 
Treaſures of the Mind, or the outward 
Converſation. Some indeed ſeem'd to g0 
. A Step farther, in their pretended conqueſt 
dpf the various Paſſions incident to frail 
A Nature, and eaſy triumph over all thoſe 
Boch Viciſſitudes which ordinarily fo 
much diſquiet the Minds of Men: But 
how far forc'd this was, how cunning!y 
Aitguisd, and at beſt inferior to that true 


Sell: denial taught by the Chriſtian Reli- 


*Employmeants of their reſpective Stations; 


B 1 gion, 
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gion, may appear in divers Branches off . 
the enſuing Diſcourſe. And Laſtly ſome 
few there were, who, as if acted by a 
far nobler Impulſe and diſdaining What- 35 
ſoever was mean and ſordid, really made 
a more laudable advancement; Whilſt, by 

rouzing up the ſtupified Pr inciples ot” 
right Reaſon, they eſcaped the common 
Vices and Pollutions of the World, em- 
| braced the pleaſant Paths of Virtue, 
Equity and Temperance (too much neg. 
lected in theſe Times of Evangelick Light 
and greater maturity of Knowledg) had 
an Eye to the certain Rewards of a fu. 
ture Life, and, ina Word, were no ſmal! 
Proficients in the School of Morality. - 
This indeed was not only an excellent 
pitch, and deſervedly valuable in thoſe?” 
ignorant Times; but, as the Minor, 1 10 
contain'd in, and a neceſſary part of, oF 
Chriſtian Obedience : Yet if ſingly con- 711 
ſider'd, as the mere Product of natura! e 
Religion, twill not ſuffice under the Me. 
ridian of the Goſpel; but comes nente 8 
ly ſhort of that revealed Knowledg, 

ſound Faith, Charity, Mercy, Humility 
and univerſal Holineſs, which are now 
both recommended and enjoyn'd. : 
fore, as the beſt Deion of Things is“ 
dy their Contraries; as oppoſite Colows 
reflect the greateſt livelineſs on cach o- 


ther; ;| 
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Ornament of Humane Life, &c. * 5 
of ther and the choiceſt Diamonds are moſt 
X aſily diſtinguiſh'd from counterfeit in the 
* gark, by exerting a peculiar Luſtre which 
nothing elſe can imitate: So, the incom- 
„„ parable Beauty and tranſcendent Worth 
„of that true Religion exhibited in the my- 
ſterious Records of the Old Teſtament, 
and ſince more clearly explain'd in the 
Life and Doctrin of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
- 3s moſt conſpicuous when compar'd with 
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ally changes the fierceneſs and auſterity of 
Men's Tempers into a becoming Meck- 
WE neſs, Lenity and Condeſcenſion, and dif- 
s poſes them aright to all the Duties of re- 
0 gular Piety: So that it may very deſer- 


8 
| 
1 


5 vedly be eſteem'd the moſt perfect Com: 3g 


All which do infinitely ſurpaſs the nol a 
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pendium of whatſoever is truly good, ei- 
ther reſpecting God, our Selves, or Fel. 
low Chriſtians. As to all tho Mora! 
Virtues which the wiſeſt among the Hea. 1 


then Philoſophers ſo much valu'd them 
ſelves upon; or whatever amiablene6|i 


} 

I 

7 
4 
there is in natural Theology; whatever . 
is conſentaneous to the pureſt Reaſon, and 43 
| 

x 

5 

1 

. 

> 


moſt highly beneficial to Mankind; what. 


ever Beauty, Harmony, or intrinſick 
Goodneſs in the Legal Diſpenſation, whe- „ 


ther Moral, Judicial or Ceremonial, or 


in any other Religion profeſ d througl. 
out the World, we have it al compriz d, 
with the greateſt advantage, 1n Chriſti- vi 
anity. This gives us a clear Sight and 
Senſe of our alienation from the eternal 


Center of Bleſſedneſs; directs and enables 


us ſincerely to return towardsit; acquaints ; 
us with the true and ultimate Felicity of 
Man, together with the certain Means of | j 


pitiation for the Sins and Defilements of 
his Soul, and, as the conſequence there.. 
of, to the moſt ſolid and unſhaken Peace, / 
as alſo the choiceſt Supports under the va- 
rious Calamities of this tranſitory Life: 


x 
attaining it; leads us toa compleat Pro- 
| 
. 


curious Searches of natural Philoſophy. 5 
Tis a Religion which furniſhes the Mind 


F Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 
with the nobleſt Ideas; raiſes it above 


. 9 all the inſipid and debaſing Pleaſures of 
Senſe; imparts the cleareſt knowledg of 


n ſal Obedience. The Heathens awfully 


7 acknowledg'd and ador'd a Deity whilſt 


they beheld the legible Characters of his 
ad. Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the 
Works of Creation; till at laſt they ſunk 
ck ſo low as to idolize the Creatures them- 
e elves But Chriſtianity teaches us to ad- 
or mire and celebrate with moſt humble 
Cratitude the unſearchable depths of Di- 
vine Love, Mercy and Grace, manifeſted 
. in the Work of Redemption; to be duly 
ol affected with that Labyrinth of Miſery 


la!  whereinto we were fallen, and to derive 


les all our Springs of Comfort, Strength and 


u | Hope, trom an incxhauſtible Fountain. 


As the genuine tendency of Religion is to 
of make Men truly better; ſo it fails not to 
inſtamp on them the higheſt Dignity 


0 by) © which they are capable of; and ſuch as 


far tranſcends all other empty appearances. 


7 There is in molt Perſons a natural Deſire 


to be great and honourable ; but their 


aa 7 Honour, and the hazardous Steps that 
[1 ns 


B'g d 


the Divine Will, and ſets before us tlie 
a. | higheſt Motives to a chearful and univer- 


W Unhappinef is, that they are too gene- 
«| ” rally miſtaken both in their Notions of 


5 lead thereunto. What they {0 obſequi- 


ouſly court and puſh at, with utmoſt | 


direct or otherwiſe, proves at beſt too 
old Fiction, they embrace a Cloud inſtead 


prick't through their own exceſſive Pride 


fore c Was but Vanity, ſo *tis now Vexa-. 


ſors to that great Epithet of the Royal 


ſufficient to out-ſhine all the glorious At- = 


of detracting Malice, neither is liable to 
be touch'd by the Ruſt of Oblivion; but 
holds pace with the longeſt Records of 
Time, and then paſſes through the Shades | 
of Death with an enhancing Brightneſs - 
into Eternity. So, to conquer the little 
World, though a diſmal Scene of Atax 


Eagerneſs and by all Methods whether 


volatile a thing (if it may be call'd ani 
Entity) to be long retain'd. Like the f. 


of the Subſtance : And when that airy | t. 
Bubble breaks, or diſtended Bladder is | } 


and Inadvertency or ſome ſignal turn of 1 
Providence, the Men awake out of their ** 

golden Dream, and the ſcatter'd Remains 
of abus'd Reaſon aſſure them that as be- 


tion of Spirit. But here is Honour of an- 
higher Stamp; which entitles its Poſſeſ- _ 


chievments of the Grecian Monarch. It 
receives no hurt from the keeneſt Shafts 
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1 | jun precedence to all other Conqueſts 
er Awhatſoever. This advances the Soul in 
0 50 mean degree towards its bleſſed Ori- 
an ginal; reduces all its undiſciplin'd Facul- 
ne fies into Order and Harmony, fits us for 
d the various Duties of our reſpective Sta- 
'y tions; and is that ſmall, but highly rea- 
is ſonable Subſervience to the Glory of God, 
le the common Intereſt of Religion, and the 
of mutual comfort both of Chiittan and 
ir Civil Society, which ought to be our chief 
ns Aim and moſt — Endeavour whilſt 
8 7 in th: 15 War ld. 
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1s 82 Farther Hints at the peculiar Dignity of the 
t- Chriſtian Religion. Its Duties conſider 'd 
lt under three Heads , _ viz, Moral, Civil 
ts and Spiritual. The Order of theſe in- 
o  werted, and the Reaſon aſi wwd. A gene- 

= ral comprehenſs ve Definition of that Holy 


Obedience which occurs under the firſt Head. 
= The ſame briefly explain'd. 


Heſe brief general Hints being pre- 
mis'd, by way of Introduction, I 
proceed to the more immediate Scope of 
the following Treatiſe, viz. To demon- 
s ſtrate, in ſome meafur e, the unparallePd 
1 6 Beauty, 


Chriſtianity he Great 


Beauty, real Worth and peculiar Bene. 7 
fits of ſerious Piety in all Conditions of, 4 
Humane Life; as the beſt Expedient to A 
compoſe our unhappy Differences, of C 
what kind ſoever, remove all unreaſon- t. 
able Prejudice, reflect a due Shame upon 
atheiſtical and diſſolute Practices, and ren- t 
der us once more a flouriſhing People in all 1 
thoſe Bleſſings which reſpect both a pre- 3 
ſent and future Happineſs _ —E 
Ia order hereunto I would conſider t 
Man in a threefold Capacity, viz. Moral, 
Civil, and Spiritual; and therein humbly 4 < 
touch upon the molt remarkable Duties, | 
or principal Things conducing to the ge- ] 
neral Growth of Religion and the publick  - 
Safety; together with thoſe Exorbitances 
of each kind which ſeem to lie as Obſta- 1 
cles in the way. 4 
The Fir# of theſe concerns our com 
mon Deportment towards Mankind in 
general; including all thoſe neceſſary Du- 
ties ſuggeſted to us by the Dictates of re- 
ſonable Nature, but more clearly explain'd 
and enforc'd by Holy Writ; ſuch as Equi- | ' 
ty, Truth, Juſtice, Friendſhip, Sobri- © 
Ct y, Cc. 15 
The Second more 1 affects us as Eo: 
Members of the Body Politick, or intereſ- , 
{ed in that Civil State to which we be- | 45 
long; whole Safety and Weltare, from | 
| more | 


— 


ig 


of. Zbeſt Wiſhes and ready Contributions in 
the moſt chearful and regular manner, ac- 
of cording to the ſeveral degrees of our par- 
n. ticular Statis. 
n The Third hath an immediate reſpect to 
the Duties of Religion; either internal, 
al in thoſe great Tranſactions between God 
e. and our Souls; or external, in thoſe which 
alſo affect, or in a ſpecial manner extend 
er to, our Fellow-Chriſtians. 5 
4, Where theſe Qualifications are happily 
ly  conjoyn'd they make up the Vignity of 
s humane Nature, and are no leis than a 
e. Reſtauration of that Divine Image origi- 
Kk nally imprinted on it: To which, with 
es an unſpeakable Advantage and ſuter Eſta- 
. bliſhment, we are ſo copioully directed in 
the ſacred Oracles. Indeed ſome excellent 
Offers at it may be found among the Wri- 
n _ tings of ancient Moraliſts; though under 
the imperfect Conduct and too dim Light 
of Philoſophy *: But how inferior the ,,,,,,. 
4 _ beſt Eſſays of this kind are to what Divine gie 352 
j. » Revelation acquaints us with, is obvious . 
to any impartial Conſiderer. cages 
ru. Kollagors wi d Ths Vans dnoyias, x; N EA 
Is c, .: TeAav]ns 5, This b oi dvarndis reg Thy 
O EIAN OMOI EIN erardysra. Hierocl. in Carm. * Vid. 


. Pl. in Fambl. de Vit. Pythag. cap. 32. Diog. Laert. in hit. Ariſt. I. 5. 
_ fi Senec. de Vit, beat. cap. 7. Id. Nat. Queſt. I. 1. &c. 
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22 ch. 9, whereby they were ſaid to walk with God : 
And 
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But in Diſcourſing more particularly 2 
on theſe Three general Heads, it may not 
be amiſs to invert the Order, and begin 
with the laſt, as chiefly deſign'd to be 
expatiated upon, and the beſt Foundation 


for both the former. : 


The Sum of a Chriſtian Life, both as | 


to Theory and Practice, we find briefly 


compriz'd under the familiar Phraſe of ; 


Walking; which in Scripture Dialect is 


frequently expreſſive of the whole Con- 
verſation; intimating as well the habi- 
- tual Tendency and moſt delightful Exer- _ 
ciſe of the internal Faculties, as the or- 
derly Courſe, or viſible Deportment of _ 
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the outward Man. Where both theſe | | 
are truly acted and cheriſh'd by a Divine 


Principle; fix'd on proper Objects, and 


directed to right Ends, an happy aſſimi- 


lation enſues: Such a Perſon is ſaid to 
2 Cor. 5. . walk by Faith, and according to the De- 
grees of this bleſſed Metamorphoſis grows 
up into an humble familiarity with Hea- 
venly things, as only ſuitable, attractive, 


and ſatisfactory to an immaterial Being. 
Such a ſpiritualized Frame is graphically 


Sen. +2, hinted at in the brief account we have of | 
16, 1. the former Antediluvian Saints, as Enoch, 


28 ch. 1, 2 Noah, &c. and afterwards in Abraham _ 


2. more eſpecially, and his faithful Iſſue; 


103 245 28. 


Ornament of Humane Life, c. 1 2 
And that *twas the ſame for Subſtance Gen. 5. 
with what was directed to under the Mo. 772+ _ 
ſaical Diſpenſation , and ſince in a far 24c. 3 
clearer Light under the Evangelical, is fo .ch. 1 v. 
generally granted, that it needs no in- 


fitting upon ; in as much as the Ob- 
ject of Faith is ſtill the ſame through 
all Ages, and the manifold operations 
of the Holy Spirit, though exhibited un- 


der different Adminiftrations , always 1 Cor. 12. 


tending to the ſame happy End. But +: 56: 


if we will confine our Religious Spe- 


culations within the Verge of Natural 
Reaſon (which in the wiſeſt of Men, as 
ſiuch, bears too ſtrong a taint of the Old 
Serpent) reſolving to have no other guſt 

of Pleaſure or Happineſs, than what is 

\ ſuited either to the Organs of Senſe, or 
diſorder'd Faculties of our Minds; it's no 
wonder, if we are unable to make a true 

* Eſtimate of unſeen Things, and ready to 
explode, as an Ignis fatuus, or mere empty 
Chimera, that ſublime and ennobling Lite 

of Faith, ſet forth in Holy Writ with 
repeated Eulogies, which hath been Heb.11.r, 
eſteem'd both as the greateſt Honour, and 2 3» C 


1 Joh. 5. 4. 


moſt happy Experience, attainable in this , Pet. 5. 5. 


mortal State: We may then be ſaid to 
walk by ſeght, but a very dim one at beſt; Cs. 
which, if truſted to, will inextricablß 
lead us into an eternal Ditch. Though 

f T0 | | Atheiſm, 14. 


Mat. 15. 


14 Chriſtianity the Great M 
Atheiſm, like a mighty Torrent, ſeems "We 
to be ruſhing in apace, and the Vitals of Al 

vo Chriſtianity are moſt audaciouſly ſtruck at Pt 

2 Pet. 3. by a ſort of Scoffers (foretold by St. Peter) M 

3-4 Whoſe infernal Philoſophy would turn all 

reveal'd Religion into Ridicule ; yet the 3 
lively Characters of Evangelick Holineſs, d 
both tranſmitted in the ſacred Records, 0 

and indelibly written on the Minds of a & 

few throughout all Ages, will not ſuffer * 

it to be totally extirpated by the utmoſt 7 

policy of Men or Devils. No; 'tis a 

2 Tim, 2. Foundation that ſtands ſure; the under- 

19. taking of an Almighty Agent; a Vine- © 

Tf. f. 7. Yard of Heaven's peculiar planting, and 

always kept under its ſpecial care and 

tuition. Indeed to run always in full ca- 

reer with the modiſh Vices of the Times, h. 

to ſwim in the ſoft ſtream of ſenſual Plea- 

ſures, and cunningly ſhift Sails with every Þ 

Wind, to build Tabernacles here, as if 

theſe periſhing Vanities were of Endleſs *: 
duration, are the common Politicks that 

obtain with the generality of Mankind, f 

as beſt ſuited to their corrupt Aﬀettions : 

But ſome there are of a more refin'd In- 

tellect; to whom none of theſe things ap- E 
pear worthy of their choiceſt Delights, 7 
t 
] 


but rather empty and infipid ; who, as 
if their main Traffick lay higher, can 
ſcarce live without frequent flights into 

5 the 
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i pe inviſible World, or have a ſatisfactory 

xt liſh of what concerns a temporal Hap- 

pineſs any farther than as complicated 

) 3 with thoſe more ſubſtantial Enjoy ments 
in Reverſion. 


S, der this Head of Man's Spiritual Capacity, 
5, or living unto God in all Holy Obedi- 
2 ence, amounts to thus much, viz. 4 
er gracious ſupernatural Habit, or fixed Prin- 
ſt Leiple of Divine Love, exciting the Soul 
a . 40 a firm Belief of the Being and glori- 
. d ous Attributes of God, and manifeſting 


= & ;; ſelf by an univerſal change of Heart 


d . 40 Life, conſonant to his Revealed 
d il. 

Lis calbd an Habit, in oppoſition to thoſe 
s, haſty Tranſports, ſudden flaſhy Heats, or 


1. - tranſient Fits of Devotion which too ma- 


y Dy are apt to value themſelves upon; and 
© ſupernatural, becauſe ?tis not only far above 
+ but contrary to the diſorder'd Powers and 
t I Faculties of fallen Nature ; and hence 
l, that experienced Apoſtle 8. Paul traces it 


I to that firſt and ſtupendous Act upon fa 


What occurs therefore in general un- 


back to Divine Omnipotence, by alluding 


15 


. ered Record of commanding Light to Gen. 1. 3. 


ſing without any adapt Materials the beau- 
tiful Fabrick of this World. At other 
* we find Ram, though poſſibly infe- 


rlor 


= rin forth from the dark Chaos, and rai-2 Cor. 4.8. 


1 50 
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towards himſelf and others in a Divine 
 Eph-1. 4, don, Or good pleaſ. ure, as the Pr imary 
5s Cauſe; yet always giving due com- 


35 mendation and encouragement to human 


Endeavours. All ſecondary Means are 
highly valuable in their proper place, as 
appointed Channels for conveying the 


. 
5 . BY 
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1 


in the Goſpel, and the efficacy thereof 


OY 
Fa 


wie! 
wa 


Water of Life from the immenſe Ocean: 
But in the uſe of theſe it behoves us, 


with grateful Returns and a deep 


ſenſe of unworthineſs, to look up to the 1 0 
firſt Cauſe, 7. e. Jehovah bleſſed for ever. 


If Man in this middle State, between the 


Regions of Bliſs and Miſery, wherein he 
is for a Time placed by way of Probation, 
were truly Neuter [/c. if his Will, AﬀeCti- 
ons, Cc. were altogether free and unbyaſſed] 


he might, perhaps, have more room to 
boaſt of his own atchievements: But when 


r 


we conſider thoſe deprav'd, though once 
ennobling, Faculties, inſtead of ſuch de- 

ſirable Neutrality, proneto make choice of 

Mat. 7.13. that broad Way which /zaas to the Chambers 
Prov.7.27. F Death, this ſhould greatly heighten * 
our admiration at every ſtep towards a 


compleat recovery from thoſe deep-rooted 
Obliquities by vertue of a Superior Aſſiſt- 
8 | Ace,; 
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: ance, and excite to the utmoſt diligence 


us; which is both a neceſſary Duty and. 
01 We conable Condition univerſally enjoyn'd ; 


Talent which we before ſeemed to have. 29. 


n 
Duaties in 4 Spiritual C apacity conſider d, 
1. As reſpecting God, 2, Oar Fellow- 
Chriſtians. The former twofold alſo, Do- 
ctrinal and Practical. Some of the mo#t 
| Neceſſary or Fundamental Points in the 


; k Chriſtian Faith briefly hinted at. 
OR the better Explication of this ſo 
n, DU great Duty and Priviledg, wherein 
e the true Happineſs of Man both 
in this World and that to come, it may 

pot improperly be referred to two General 
Heads; viz. | 


1. As reſoeiting God, 
2. Our Fellow-Chriſtians. 
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en : | In reſpect to God it is alſo twofold, vis. 
"| 1. Dofrinal, Faith, 


od | 2 Pro ical Lor relating to 0% Obe 6-908 
* ; 8 The 


In laying hold on the bleſſed Hope ſet before Heb.6.18. 


eſt by not improving we loſe that very iat. 25. 


The former of theſe, which in order is 
firſt to be conſider'd , I ſhall but lightly 
touch, ſince the Chriſtian World is al- 
ready too full of Doftrinal Controverſies ; 

ſome of which, though never ſo ſincerely 
intended, the grand Adverſary by his moſt 
adapt Engines (the profeſſed Men of Rea- 
ſon, who by the worſt ſort of Buffoonry 
would explode all Divine Revelation 
which they cannot comprehend) hath not in 
a little improved to the detriment of 
Chriſtianity, and eaſier Introduction of 
his refin'd Atheiſm under a more plauſible } 

Diſguiſe. J 

However 'tis neceſſary to and an en- 

hancement of our Religious Obedience, 

1. That we be dul) ſeaſon'd with a firm, 
awful and practical Belief of the Bleſſed Tri- 

aity, or threefold perſonal Subliſtence of 

the ſame incomprehenſible Divine Being ; 
and of their wonderful harmonious Ope- 
rations, ſo clearly illuſtrated in the Holy 

Scriptures; all happily concurring in the Feed 

Creation, Redemption and Sauitification of. 

poor deſpicable Man. Indeed theſe are 

Depchs too unſearchable for the higheſt 
pet. l. 12. Speculations of Humane, yea, Angelica 
Wildom ; and therefore infinitely ſurpaſ- 
ſing the moſt exquiſite Endeavours or ela- Ia 

borate Searches of natural Philoſophy. = 

Tis a bottomleſs Ocean, which none can Wer 

ſafely Þ 
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Effely lanch into without a Divine Com- 


004 ot) 


» £3” 
2, . 


ways requiring the moſt profound Humi- 
Mity, Seriouſneſs and Caution, in our con- 
ſtemplative approaches thereunto. When 
ve conſider the glorious inſeparable At- 
9 ributes of God, viz. his Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Truth, Holinefs, Immutability, Om- 


# 


niſcience, Omnipotence, infinite Love, 
inexpreſſible Condeſcenſion, Cc. theſe are 
ſufficient to carry us forth into an Ecſtaſie 
of Wonder, Adoration and Praiſe: Hav- 
ing thereby provided an adequate Reme- 
dy, or happy Medium, for the Reſtaura- 
tion of Mankind before they had the leaſt 
Experience of their fallen miſerable State; 
and afterwards exhibited him in the ful- 
peſs of Time, by a voluntary aſſumption 

pf humane Nature, to execute the eternal 

Divine Purpoſe in the whole Work of 
Redemption; as an unchangeable Baſis of 
Safety and Stability to all ſuch as truly 

trcceive him by Faith and Obedience; be- 

Ing far more certain, excellent and glori- 

2 dus than that primitive ιναεννν Or Selt- 

ſufficiency, which Man formerly enjoy d 
in his Paradiſical Happiness. 

2. Iis requiſite That we are in ſome mea- 

ſure acquainted with thoſe Eſſent ial Doctrins 

Which expreſs the Dignity, Fulneſs and Per- 
fection of Chriſt as Mediator; through 

RES ge whom 
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paſs, and a» Anchor within the Veil; al- Heb. 6. 19. 
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Joh. 1.12. 


20 Chriſtianity the Great 
whom alone, as ſuch, the very Pillars N 5 
the Earth are born up, and Divine Pa 
tience is exercis'd towards a ſinful World 
This we find briefly, though admirably 
compriz d in thoſe many ſuitable Title 
appropriated to him in the ſacred Oracle 4 

Zech.13.7 Viz. The Man God's Fellow; his only bl 0 
Joh. 3. 16. © oi Son Leg expreſs Image 1 his Pl A 


. es 


8. ch. 2. 


7 8 


" Umpire] 73 could 72 his bad upon boil 1 
And ſo his whole Obedience, both Ain 
and Paſſive, becomes of an weine 
value and efficacy. Through the firſt Si 
Man loſt at once his whole Title to tl! Y: 
Inheritance both of Heaven and Earth 
Yet the ſupreme Legi/lator did not fo Wo ; 
cecd upon ſuch Forfeiture as to caſt hin 
away irrecoverably, or annihilate all " 
good Things that he had provided; by 1 
reinveſted the whole Patrimony in h 
Son, who is the moſt abſolute Heir of 4 9 
Things; to be diſpenſed from him as 1 
ſole Head and great 1ruſtee of rhe Chard 3 
Hence *tis calbd the purchaſed Poſſe io 
and no claim can poſſibly be made c 
unto, but by virtue of our Adoption i 
and through him. He is not only th 
Rev.19.13 Eternal Mord of God, co- equal rat 0 
| alle 


CER ns 


Heb, 1. 4. 


„ — 
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father by inſeparable Tri-une Eſſence, 
N and therefore infinitely above all created 
p. Beings ; but alſo the Revealed Mord; Heb.1.4,5 
rl] 1M wah that great Myſtery of the Hypo- Ih. 1. 
ly Watical Union manifeſted in the falneſs of Gal. 
$87 ime, to do and ſuffer all that was requi- 
7 Eſte on the behalf of Man; thereby ac- 
% compliſhing the Work of Redemption, 
2 and effectually reconciling him to the for- 
feited Boſom of Divine Love. Thus, be- 
Wing full of Grace and Truth, he exhibires Joh. 1. 14. 
1 Wunder the Veil of his Humanity a glori- 
Wous Diſplay of the Divine Attributes, ſo 
5 ar as this mortal State is capable of Re- 
inception ; which ſhall hereafter be infi- 
bi nitely heighten'd with inexpreſſible En- 
Sl 5 in the Beatifick Viſi n, where 
alone is fulneſs of Foy The compleat per- Plal.16,11 
| Wor mance of his Saceraotal, Prophetical 
and K7/ze!y Offices, together with his e 
iu pathetick Care over every individual 
Member of his Myſtical Body, as their 
great Guardian, Surety, chief Shepherd, 
Advocate and Interceſſor, are fit Subjects 
for our contemplative Admiration. 


= 2. That we have 4 Practical Ruomledg and 
4% HBelief of ſuch ancient Orthodox Doctrines as 
8 refer to the happy management of the Work of 
Salvation by and through the Holy Spirit. 
In handling of which, the Learned Fa- 
i | thers 


* ] * 
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* Ambr. thers * very carefully obſerv'd a due Mel 
Yiu 
Sani, lib. dium; avoiding with all poſſible Cai 
12,3. tion the two dangerous Extreams of ou 
2 modern Times; z. e. they equally re reſec 
0; M0 : * 
5p. Sendo. Ed the Hut Huf aftich Confidence of ſuch af 1 
* ink would claim a parallel with the pri imitivah 
Rig. . Eguſions of the Spirit, and the debaſing 
4 mers. Condeicention of others whoſe Pre etence 
8 reach no further than the Ste os 
iti 1 
cap. 20. 29. Reaſo or natural Religion. With the 4 
greateſt clearneſs of Argument, and no 1 | 
leis Senſe of Gratitude, we find them fre J 
quently aſſerting the univerſal Pravity off 
humane Nature; its utter Inability rol 
diſcern, chooſe and perſevere in the wa 7 
to Bleſſedneſs: together with the abſolute 


* 5 


neceſſity of a Pivine Aſſiſtance from that 
J 4. 16 Holy Paraclete or Comforter, whoſe Pre- 5 
rogative it is to lead into and eſtabliſhi in : 


ver. 26. all Trat): And at the ſame time faith“ 


„ AO _ _ Xx XY woes N ff oS ä — 3 


ch. 15 26. 3 
fully endeavouring to preſerve a true Le. . 
corum, ſacred Harmony, Order and gra- 


dual Progreſs, in a diligent uſe of all hoſe 8 
excellent Means prefcrib'd. The Sum of : 
what occurs under this Claſſis of the Ho- 
ly Spirit's pecul: ar Work in the new Cre- 
ation, conſiſts in the effectua Conciction 5 
unieign'd.Repentance, Fl 
and Regeneration of poor miſerable Sin 
ners; by bringing them out of their fal- 0 
len natural State of worſe than Eg W/tian 

Park. - 


Ornament of Humane Li 
© Darkneſs, Ignorance, Enmity and Alie- 
nation from God; infuſing gracious Ha- 
bits of holy Love, Faith and ſincere Obe- 
dience, and leading them ſaſely (by a far 
better Conduct than Ariaane's Thread) 
through the intricate Labyrinth of this 
v2 World, with the many co incident Dan- 
gers, Snares and Difficulties, to their pro- 
= miſed Inheritance of everlaſting Reſt. 
Z Herein alſo might be more particularly 
conſider'd the admirable Intercourſe or 
#7 delightful Communion between Chriſt 
and his Church-Militant in thoſe bleſſed 
Ways of his own appointment; the vari- 
= ous Steps preparatory to his heavenly 
Z Kingdom, in propagating the true Faith 
= thereof ; preſerving and extricating it 
e.from the Clouds of Antichriſtian Error, 
Z 1dolatry and Superttition ; allo the fre- 
h. quent and neceſſary Supplies of Grace; 
= Aſſiſtance in holy Duties, progreſſive 
= Mortification and Sanctification; Sup- 
ports under Sufferings, and molt advan- 
of tageous diſpoſing of all temporary AMi- 
0. ciions, to co-operate for the real Good of 
e. all that ſuperlatively love God, and faith- 
fully adhere to him. 


Ca 4. That 
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4. That we alſo fiducially acknowledge the 
Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
as the only perfect Rule both of Faith and 
Practice. Uůl, * 

In this ſacred Store-houſe of the Old 
and New Teſtament are treaſured up a 
ſufficiency of ſpiritual Helps, Directions 
and Conſolations, for the many peculiar 
Trials incident to the Faithful in this 
tranſitory Life; together with very lively We 
Iaea's of that future abundant Compen- 
ſation reſerved for them. Whether con- 
ſider'd as Hiſtorical, Preceptive or Prophe- T 
tical, or under the different Diſpenſations WM 
of Law or Goſpel, it all points ar the fame | 
Center; and is in Sum no lets than one 
continued harmonious Illuſtration of the 
Divine Willom, Power, Goodnels and 
propitious Care of or towards the | 
Church throughout all Ages. The Dig- 
nity, Fulnels and tranſcendent Worth of 
theſe ſacred Oracles beyond all other Wri- 
tings in the World, is evident from that 
unparallel'd Account they exhibite to us 
of the moſt admirable Tranſactions re- PR 
lating to the Glory of God, and the eter- 
nal Happineſs of Man; both by looking 
backward to the Birth of Time, and of 
all created Beings, and forward in a Pro- 
phetical manner to thoſe great Perfor- | 
| e mances 


n narngs oo ccamW 
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38 of unqueſtionable Verity which 

be already paſt, as alſo what are yet to 

come; but of no leſs certain accompliſh- 

+ ment. And indeed if thoſe bold Cham- 

W pions for Atheiſm, ſo numerous at this 
day, did not by the moſt ſordid and un- 1 
W warrantable Prejudice, as it were, forci- | 
W bly ſtifle the clear Dictates of Reaſon, 

W they muſt readily join with us in the ſame 

W Acknowledgments. For a further proof 

of their Divine Original, and that they 

are both excellently adapted to the vari- 

-cous Changes of humane Life, and contain 

- all Things neceſſary to Salvation , we 

have the copious Teſtimony of that Roy- 

e al Prophet who had a large acquaintance 

& therewith , and by the nobleſt Compari- 

= ſons endeavour'd to ſet forth his own in- 

= expreſſible Eſtimation of them: To which ndl. 0. 0 
might be added a long Series of collateral OO 14, 

& Proofs; but more particularly the plain 12 end fea 
and empharical Aſſertions of S. Paul, Pe- 2 Tim. 3. 
er, &c. Hence 'twill appear an eaſy 15597. 
Task to refute the vain Pretences of ſuch 20, hs 
as would either load us with unwritten | 
Traditions, or from an imagin'd extraor- | 
dinary Conduct of the Spirit (whoſe blel- 


ſed Operations always harmonize with 
the written Standard of Truth) plead ex- 
emption from that ancient eſtabliſhed Rule 
of Faith, and of all acceptable Obedience. 
5 From 


| Oriftinit the Gre 


From thoſe two exuberant Breafts of theſ g 
Legal and Evangelical Adminiſtrations W 
but more eſpecially the latter as an inen 'F 
| hauſtible Spring and of far eaſier acces oF 
have been drawn the choiceſt Conſolation; | 
excellently ſuited to the Church Mili. 2 
tant, for her Support and Conduct under 
the many Trials and ſharp Conflicts to 
which ſhe hath been expos'd. Nor is the 
diſcrepancy between theſe Twins of the 
ſame Heavenly Womb ſo very great a 


2 Fe 2 


ſome have too fondly imagin'd; fince the 

one does not annihilate or make void, 

Mat.. 15. but e abliſbes, illuſtrates and enhances the ; 
Rom-3-31 Other: So that the Law may, not im-. 

properly, be term'd the Goſpel veibd, and 

the Goſpel the Law 8 Therefore 

in that concluding Prophecy, calculated 

for the Church's bewildred State to pre 

pare her for Chriſt's ſecond coming, thoſe 

dignified Victors are ſaid to ſing in Conſort} 5 

Rev.15.3. the Song of Moſes and of the Lamb, in that 3 

N full maturity 5 Knowledg when all the 

Miſts of Ignorance and Error ſhall be? 

eternally diſſipated. What remains then, Z 

but that we thankfully acknowledg and 

humbly adore the Divine Wiſdom and 

2 Pet. 1 

19. Goodneſs, in giving us ſuch a ſure Word 

of Prophecy for our Direction in all Holy 

Obedience, and Preſervative againſt the 

innumerable Snares of Satan, our corrupt WM 
Hearts 


Oey 
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Hearts, and this evil World; as alſo that 
4 thr ough the aſſiſtance of the Bleſſed Spirit 
= we ſincerely endeavour at all times to 
ſquare our Lives, Aims and Actions there- 
W unto. 25 
5. That we humbly, awfully and practi- 
7 cally believe the Sovereignty of Divine Provi- 
== dence, in ordering all the Affairs of this World. 


tion on the firft Cauſe, abſo- 


ſupream Creator, who is 
held by no other Law than 
the immenſe Perfection of 


= ſhould rightly exerciſe a de- 
= ſpotick Power over all the 
Works of his Hands, Rea- 
= ſon it ſelf will readily ſug- 
= geſt: And that his merciful 


are extenſive not only to 
Mankind, and what con- 
| cerns the Maznalia Mundi, 
but to the molt minute and 
edeſpicable parts of the Crea- 


Z lute Ruler, and ultimate End 
of all Things *. That the 


_ meavT2, Kc. Fambl. in vit. 


his own glorious Attributes, 


 adminiſtrari, &c. 


Care, Bounty and Tuition 


73 tion, in promoting the common 


Ik his muſt needs be very highly becom- 
ing Chriſtians; whoſe more refin'd Intel- 
5 (euals ſhould lead them from the groſſer 
Objects of Senſe to a delightful contempla- 
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Arrian. Epict. de provid. cap. 


* lib. 1. 


Dico igitur providentia 
Deorum Mundum & omnes 
Mundi partes & initio con- 
ſtituras eſſe, & omni tempore 
Cic. de 
nat. Deor. J. 2. 

Mundus eſt ornata Ordinatio 
Dei munere; Deorum refta 
Cuſtodia, &c. Apul. de Mundo. 

Idem, - Quod eſt in tri- 
remi Gubernator, in Curru R- 
cor, Præcentor in Choris, Lex 
in Urbe, Dux in exercitu ; 
hoc eſt in Mundo Devs,--&c. 


Safety, 
Beauty 


© Chriſtianity the Great 
Beauty and Order of the whole, ſuper- 
ſeding the moſt malign Contrivances , 
perfectly foreſeeing, as it were uno intuitu, 
all particular Motions and Events, and 
directing the whole Chain of ſecond Cau- 


ſes till they come to anſwer their proper 
End, by an happy Subſervience to his 
own Glory; the ſacred Oracles do abun- 


dantly evince. If the moſt daring Arheift 


would but allow himſelf ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider the admirable Structure and OEcono- 


5 
& 93 


my of the World, in all its conſtituent 
Parts; and particularly in the Magnetiſm | 


of the Earth, together with its incompa- 


rable Suſpenſion for ſome thouſands of 
years whilſt environ'd with Waters; the 


continued Flux and Reflux of the Sea, ſo 


carefully circumſcrib'd and regulated by 
its own peculiar Laws; the reſpeQive 


Motions and happy Influence of the Sun 
and Moon (not forgetting the interiour 


- Luminaries in their excellent Order and 


Beauty); the alternations of Day and 
Night, and of the annual Seaſons ; the 


Elaſtick Quality of the Air, and its ne- 


ceſſary Purgation by Thunder, Lightning 
and Winds; the propagation of all Crea- 
tures, Animal and Vegetative, in their 
diſtinc Species; and laſtly, thoſe evident 
Footſteps of Divine Authority in the beſt 
Forms of humane Government, whether 

We Civil 


n 
9 


1 Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 29 
Civil or Religious; ſurely 'twould be a 
ſufficient Teſtimonial of the infinite Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, as 
well as governing Hand of the Omnipo- - 
tent Creator over all his Works. If the Mal. 6. 26. 
= Graſs of the Field (as our Saviour himſelf 57 5 
teaches) be not exempted from a ſhare in 
common Providence, and not ſo much as 

a Sparrow can fall without it; in how much 

nobler Senſe muſt it be thought extenfive 

to Mankind, as well in their Preſervation, 

as in regulating, influencing or limiting all 

their Actions, till they come at laſt to an- 
{wer the great End of God's * Glory ! « Augull. 
= Hereby the moſt politick Contrivances Ercbirid. 
are many times not only fruſtrated, as re 
their Author's Intentions, but made ſub- 100, &c. 
ſervient to quite contrary Ends. TwWas 

thus with Joſeph's Brethren: They fold 

him into Egypt through Envy, becauſe he 

was ſuperiour in his Father's Love, and 

on purpoſe to elude his Prophetick Dreams; 

but the uncontrollable Hand of Divine 
Providence diſpos'd of that malicious ak 

to Joſeph's advancement ; not only 1n Gen. 37. 
Pharaohs Houſe, but to receive the very + 27» 28. 
Homage which they thought to have 
evaded; as alſo to preſerve them from the 


Jaws of Death in the ſucceeding Famine. al 
ch. 19. 20. 


Buch Inſtances of a more ſpecial Provi- 
| dence are very numerous in Holy Writ : 


Chriſtianity the Great 
As, the Reſtauration of Mankind from 
Noal”s Family, and of the inferiour Ani- 
mals from thoſe fertile Pairs committed to 
his charge: Ihaac's Preſervation from the 
ſacrificing Knife, whilſt a ſubſtitute Of- 
fering is found for that new- erected Altar: 
The miraculous deliverance of his Seed 


from the Power and Tyranny of Pharoah, 


under the happy condud of one who was 
no leſs ſtrangely preſerv'd againſt a cruel 
and unparallePd Edict: Their admirable 
Paſſage without Naval Art or Proviſions 


through that affrighting Ocean which 


ſeem'd to make them an eaſy Prey to the 


purſuing Enemy: Their ſafe Conduct 
through a barren and dangerous Wilder- 
neſs, Refreſhments with {weet condenſed * 


Deus from Heaven, delicious Quails, and 
pureſt Water iſſuing from the flinty 
Rock: Their eaſy Victory over all Ene- 


mies, as well on the Confines as in poſſeſ- 


ſion of their promiſed Canaan, though no 


leſs terrible for Number than Stature: 
Their ſtupendous paſſage through the 


ſwelling Waves of Jordan, and at laſt 
Joyful diſtribution off their goodly Land. 
To which we might add the many ſuc- 
ceeding Deliverances of the ſame ſelect 
People, or at leaſt a few of them; as, from 
the oppreſſing Midianites by poor deſpi- 


cable Gideon, and a raw, undiſciplin'd 


Army 


| Edeepeſt Infernal, joyn'd with humane 


Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 
Army firſt reduced to three hundred: 
From the Philiſtins and their proud Gi- 


2H 
8 ; 
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Foungeſt of all the Sons of Jeſſe) : From 


And of the two Tribes and half from their 
#ZBaby/oniſh Captivity , together with the 
umptuous re-edifying of their Temple 
hrough the conduct of Nehemiah , &c. 
Zut eſpecially the happy and miraculous 
Propagation of the bleſſed Goſpel by a 
few illiterate Men, the immediate Embaſ- 
ſadors of its firſt Planter, and no lefs 
treated with Malice, Deriſion and perſe- 


Eres as the Heathen Secular Powers. The 


2 
8 LA J 


under the dark Cloud of univerſal Apo- 


Zuntoucld Heroes in Nebuchadnezzar's Fur- 
gnace, or like the typical flaming Buſh on 
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ſo, but by ſuch ſevere Diſpenſations greatly 
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ven. Yet, notwithſtanding ſuch univer- 


{al 


99 
%* 5 N 
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gantick Champion by little David (the 


the great Hoſt of Syrians by an Angel: 


cuting Rage, as well from the Jewiſh Rab- 


Policy, could neither prevent its firſt Plan- 
tation and joyful Progreſs, nor the ſeve- 
ral Steps of Reformation when brought 


ſtaſie. The true Church hath often been 
like Gold tried in the Fire; like the three 
Mount Horeb, unconſum'd; and not only 
heighten'd in its Luſtre and Purity: 


Which can be imputed to no leſs than 
the ſingular Care and e e of Hea- 
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Divine Benignity on the whole Machine 


neſs, Negligence, Sloth, or Preſumption: W 
But on the other hand, a due Senſe if 


Care, Prudence and Circumſpection; 
which, as 'tis an indiſpenſable Duty, ſo a 
very eaſy Condition on the part of Rati- 
onal Creatures, to qualify them for fo W 


Goodneſs , with a thankful Tribute of i 


Faith on Perſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, 1 


Chriſtianity the Great 


ſal Extent or more ſpecial Influence of 


of created Nature , or any part thereof 
(to which all ſecond Cauſes are ſubſervi- 
ent) there is not the leaſt room for, or 
ground of Encouragement to, Careleſs 


thereof ſhould prompt every individual 
Perſon to a conſtant uſe- of the utmoſt BE 


great a Benefit. Since then we owe the Mal 
Fl Gift and continuance of Life, with 
all its collateral Comforts, to a Divine 
Bleſſing in the uſe of ordinary Means; 
let us humbly endeavour a frequent re- 
courſe to the ſupreme Fountain of all 


Praiſe and Obedience. ” 
Laſtly, That we firmly and pradticall E 
believe the Immortality of the Soul, Reſur- 
rection of the Body, and future State of eter- 
nal Rewaras and Puniſhments. 5 


To inculate theſe common Articles of 


and a due veneration for ſacred Writ, i 
might | 
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Wight ſeem altogether needleſs, did not 
me at this Day with an audacious Dili- 
ence endeavour to infect the Chriſtian 
vorld with ny Opinions. And 
Wurely 'tis no leſs deplorable than ſtrange 
- What any who have enjoy'd ſo great a 
Wlcſſing as the Divine Oracles, and liv'd, 
it were, in the Meridian of the Goſ- 
el, ſhould ſo far ſtifle their contempla- 
Jive Thoughts as to come ſhort of thoſe 
Poble Eſſays in the times of Ethnick Igno- 
ance, towards a right acknowledg- 
ent of the ſupream Being, Providence 
Ind Juſtice, either in reſpect to a tempo- 
al Life, or the different Diſtributions of 
BW future State. If Chriſtianity leads us 
the Perfection of Nature and ſome- 
ing beyond it, how highly culpable 
Wu all thoſe be, whole degenerate 
Minds will ſubject both Reaſon and Di- 
Wine Revelation to the ſordid Pleaſures of 
enſe! Who prefer a few tranſient Vani- 
es or pleaſing Trifles at preſent, to an 
corruptible Crown in reverſion ; or 
Perhaps ſtagger both at the belief thereof, 
Ind their capacity for ſuch an Enjoyment! 
At the neceſſary diſſolution of this excel- 
Ent Compoſitum, or admirable, yet tender, 
Neæus between an immortal Spirit and its 
ding Earthly Manſion, that rhe former 
immediately receptive either of Bliſs 
. D — 


3 nnn 
* - al 12 4 K 2 * 2 2 TY Ep. 2 4 + 5 
” - 6 821% * * 9 * * 83 * n * $7 ©W e * A 
- A * mY , * 
* 1 9 1 4 G » I 
: 6 : & 


| Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 33 


34 


Chriſtianity the Great 


whilſt a 


or 1 according to its deportment |i | 
ing in Bodily Organs; and that 
both together ſhall at their inevitable Re- 


union be joint Sharers in the fame with 


an unſpeakable Enhancement, is clearly 


Have the Face to deny it, but that the far 
greater part of others in practice run 
counter to ſuch Acknowledgments, Me. 
mentos of this kind are, at leaſt, excuſable; 
and the rather when ſincerely offered to 
roue a ſtupid World from the moſt dan 
gerous Security, When a few more 
Days or Years are rolled over, Death will 
certainly diſſolve our preſent Frame, and 
fix us in an unchangeable State of Bleiſed- 
neſs or Woe: And then our plenary En- 
joyments of either kind will be according 
to the former Guſt which we have had in 
this ſhort and uncertain Tract of Time. 
If we have now no knowledg of nor de- 


light in the Paths of Holineſs, we may 


expect to remain Strangers to the blefled 
Fruits and glorious Rewards thereof tor 
ever: Since nothing can be more abſurd 
than to take a full Carouſe in the Sweets 
of this World (as ſome eſteem the height 
of Impiety) and yet hope for a ſhare in 

*--- 0. ly 


aſſerted in the Holy Scriptures, and hath ji 
obtain'd almoſt the univerſal Aſſent of 
ſuch as are acquainted therewith : Vet 


3 
n 
1 2 


when we conſider that not only ſome few 


n 
Lt 2 


e 
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at the neglected Joys of the World to come. | 
at That ingenuous 1100 Well known Excuſe = 
1 bf the Poet Video meliora, proboq;, de- 4 
ore Jeqtor , will neither extenuate nor 3 


"i elieve: And perhaps the moſt inſuppor- 
| Fable Torments may then ariſe from a 
2 Wreſh and indelible remembrance of miſ- 


Wmprov'd Opportunities. For the Soul 

being freed from its Clogs of Fleſh and 

ar ſenſual Pleaſures, will have the moſt clear 

yy nd reflexive View of it ſelf and all the 
Actions which it hath produc'd, and need 

1 o Arguments (as too too many now do) 

to prove the real intrinſick Worth of true 


ore , <ligion and ſerious Piety ; whether there 
wn : any more in it than an empty Name; 


Abr ar beſt a plauſible pretence to amuſe 
. Ihe World. No; inviſible Things will 
When appear the greateſt Realities, and 
En. : obe alone the faithful Stewards whoſe 
ing Time and Talents, whoſe chief Delight 
link '* beſt Endeavours have been ſteadily 


76 Imploy'd in contemplating the Glory a- 
bove, and ſecuring to themſelves the in- 
nl Wtimable Treaſures of an endleſs Life. 
_ {midſt the various incumbrances and 
N. durry of Thoughts that accoſt us in our 


Purney Heavenward, this will be found 

Bf ne One Thing needful : which, like a Luk, 10. 

got Fluſter from the promisd Land, may 42. 
Erve at preſent to invigorate our Minds 

-B | D 2 in 


in their moſt gloomy Intervals, and excite ff 


doing, as hath the ſure Promiſe of a ble. 


| allotted for our Probation, either in a dif 


count at the ſupreme Tribunal, muſt need 


terrible, Pledg of its future Diſappoint 


Branch under that firſt Head, which 1 : 


/ 


Chriſtianity the Great 


to ſuch a patient Perſeverance in well. 


ſed Immortality annexed : W hereas, on 
the contrary, to {lip theſe golden Minute 


belief or careleſs contempt of future Joy 
and Puniſhments, till the Soul by a fur 
prizing Summons is hurried off from it 
Earthly Station in order to give an Ac 


very much imbitter the dark Paſſage ini 
another World, and prove a certain, tho 


- 


ment. 


The other Branch of Practical Obedieno 
Hhandled. Four Negatives laid down, wil 


HRS 
WR: br, 


 Animadwverſions from thence on the mij © 


dangerous Extreams too common throuzn® 


out the Chriſtian World, | = 


Fter theſe brief Touches upon ſor 
of the Fundamentals in the Chi 
ſtian Faith, we come now to the oth 


ſpects our Practical Obedience. And thi 
this indeed leads into a very large Fic 
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including all. the conſtituent Parr, of 
h Evangelical Holineſs ; yet, that I may 
neither ſwerve from the Brevity at firſt 
deſign'd, nor ſeem too curious in endea- 
ouring a compleat Syſtem, which the 
many excellent Diſcourſes already pub- 
E024 do plentiful bite. a | 

e liſp'd do plentifully exhibite, L ſhall only 


N conſider it under two general Concluſions, 
ri. Negativelz, 2. Poſitively: And each of 
. theſe again in three or four Particulars ; 
a. but eſpecially the latter, with a few ſub- 
ſequent Remarks on ſome of the molt ſig- 
nal Benefits thence accruing : The other 
art, which reſpects our Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans, being referred to its proper place. 
JJ. 8 


WF. 


I. In the Negative, Trae Chriſtianity (or 
living unto God by Faith and hol 
Obedience) is ſomething more than 
1. The mere Improvements of natural 
Reaſon in a Courſe of Moral Virtae:. 
2. Than an hiſtorical knowledge of, or 
verbal aſſent to, the undoubted Principles 
f the Reforw?d Religion. 3. Ihn the 
moſt ſoaring Speculations, unaccompanied 
with Practical Piety. And 4. Than the 
ſtricteſt Practice from ſiniſter Ends. 


1 
2 


And now this Negative Aſſertion takes 
in the moſt conſiderable of thoſe danger- 


Chriſtianity the Great 


ous Pr which are every where too 
obvious in the Chriſtian World, vx. 
1. It confutes the Modern Atheift inf } 
Maſquerade ; ; whoſe utmoſt Wit and ve 
ſtrain'd Sophiſtry are, by infernal Com. 
miſſion, employ'd to ſtrike at the very 0 
Vitals of Reveal'd Religion, and prac - 
Men after all the admirable harmoniouW 
Diſcoveries of the Divine Will in the Ho- 
ly Scripture, and cleareſt Explication off þ 
them in the Incarnation, Doctrin and 
Life of our Bleſſed Saviour, who was the 
moſt perfe&, abſolute and glorious Pat. 
tern of all holy Obedience, to quit thoſe 
excellent Precepts, though the greateſt Wl 
Bleſſing ever vouchſaf'd to any Nation 7 
under Heaven, and go back for ſafer In. 3 
ſtructions to the Schools of Plato, eee 5 
Zeno, &c. or indeed rather if conſtant . 
Practice be a true Iadex of the Mind) to 
Epicurus. Tis greatly to be wiſh'd that 
Moral Virtues had more ſincere Admire 
and were more generally courted and pra- 
Qtisd in the World: Eſpecially that. the ; 
tar greater part of thoſe who value chem. : : 
ſelves upon an higher account did not by 
a kind of Diſpenſing Power connive at 
too great a Remiſsneſs in theſe Efſencial þ : 
Points, and thereby. expoie themſelves as 7 
well as Religion in general to the merci- 0 
leſs Attacks of avow'd Adverſaries. Ne- 0 
vertheleſs Þ 
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E vertheleſs if we fairly trace this ſort of 
„Champions for Moral Virtue, we ſhall 
find none in reality ſo great Strangers 
thereunto; none more diſſolute or in- 
Wtirely devoted to the dull Enjoyments of 
enſe: And indeed if their pretended 
ou Frinciples were no better varni{h'd over 
10. than their Practice, it's probable they 
would not gain ſo many Proſelytes. Un- 
ind der all their fine Flouriſhes and inſinuating | 
the! Fulogies of natural Religion, tis not a 

little evident that they would inſenſibly 
duwindle it away into none at all; inſtead 


oſe . a a 
wy of endeavouring to imitate the moſt civi- 


üz'd Heathens (ſuch as Cato, Fabricius, 
7 Socrates, Bias, &c.) whom they would 
be thought to hold in fo great Veneration. 

Indeed *tis none of the leaft Inſtances of 
= degeneracy in humane Nature, that we 
& find it greedily receptive of any ſpecious 

Novelties, though a rode Poyſon attends 
them; which being once imbib'd eaſily 
= take us off from ſuſpecting their dangerous 
= tendency, and in a ſhort time cajole us 
into the loſs of that very Reaſon we ſo 
much pretend to. But ſuppoſing the beſt, 
that the Aims and Aftions of this ſort of 
Men were never ſo real and ſincere ; ſince 
they boldly ftrike at the only Foundation 
and blefſed Medium of Pardon, Peace, Ac- 
: © ceptance and Reconciliation with God, by 
7 f exalt- 
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exalting a natural Light in oppoſition 


_ Qrins of Religion, eaſily arrives at the 
Notional part thereof, yet, as if no more 


Stranger to its aſſimilating Virtue, mt 
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thereunto, they ought to be ſhun'd, like Mat 
a Peſtilential Air, with the greateſt Reſo- 
lution. . Nec 
2. This alſo ſeverely reprehends Th 
Verboſe Chriſtian, who is {ound enough 
in his fiducial acknowledgments, but con- 
tradicts them in the whole Series of his 
common Converſation ; whoſe attain- Wa: 
ments conſiſt only in Theory, without 
the leaſt deſire of or endeavour after a pro- 
portionable Practice; who by the advan- 


tage of Education and a good Miniſtry 


frequently inculcating the Eſſential Do- i 


Were requir'd, both willingly remains a i 


brings a juſt Odium thereupon. Though, 
to judge of the inward Man may be e- 
ſteem'd an encroachment on the Divine 
Prerogative, yet where the ourward in its 
habitual courſe runs counter to acknow- 


ledg'd Principles, 'tis a very ſad Indica- 


tion: And whether this Caſe, if per- 
ſiſted in, or that before deſcribed be the 
more ſafe, deſerves to be ſeriouſly weigh'd. 
If an empty notional Belief would ſuffice 
without a practical, the Devils themſelves 
might not only be eſteem'd Chriſtians, 
but claim a precedence to many now-a- M 

PE, gays: 
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days: For they both believe and tremble 

Wat the Thoughts of a Deity , and (as Jam. 2.19. 
Ws. Matthew records it) were Orthodox in Mat3:29- 
their acknowledgments of Chriſt's Divi- 
Woity, which is now ſtruck at by ſo man 

with an aſtoniſhing Boldneſs: Though 
ſuch extorted Confeſſion could in no wiſe 
relieve, but rather aggravate their Miſery, 

s having no part in him. Not a few x, 14.8. 


N 
_ 


now can be content to paſs a Comple- 
ment upon Chriſtianity, as the thronging 
Multitude once did on our Saviour in Per- 
y Mon, whilit they look'd only at the ſmooth 
Ide of his Doctrin, and were refreſh'd 
oith temporal Benefits; but when it 
romes to touch upon the cloſe Duties of 
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many that lay claim thereunto, is indeed 
matter of Grief and Aſtoniſhment; yet, 
it doth not in any wile excuſe the for- 
es ner, fo it ought not in the leaſt to diſ- 
Fourage ſuch as have made a real advance- 
-a- ment towards the incorruptible Crown. 
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cially in the laſt; which requires propor. Wl 


new Improvements in Hypothetical Know. 
ledg, and endeavouring to ſublimate every 
thing to the higheſt pitch, whilſt too re- 
miſs in ſome of the Eſſential Parts of 


to look on all others through the dimini- 


Attainments. Nor is it to be much ad 


ready ſometimes to overlook, or at least 


more plauſible Evaſion of it, is no le 


In every Age ſuch ſtumbling Blocks have 
been in the way, and will be more eſpe. Wl 


tionable Caution and Circumſpection. 

3. This Negative Aſſertion takes hold al 
of ſuch as are too Sceptically inclin'd in all 
their Religious Sentiments; whole Time 
and Talents are chiefly employ'd in lofty 
Speculations, tow'ring Searches after ſome 


Chriſtian Obedience; and who are ready 


ſhing End of the Perſpective, tho? never 
ſo ſound in Principles or exemplary in 
Practice, if they cannot come up to their 


Extream by their over-much Curioſity 
and too eager purſuit of Speculative Know- 

ledg beyond their reach; and whilſt en. : p 
deavouring to involve all Scripture into. 


Myſtery or Metaphorical acceptation, be . 


92 . My 
FE 


too lightly eſteem, the plain and indiſpen 
ſable Injunctions of the Letter. That 
ſome have thus attempted to allegoriz A 


the moral part of Chriſtianity , for the Ni 
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W notorious, to the Scandal of Religion, 

chan that others (as ſhall be hinted in the 

next place) have too confidently reſteq 

WT thereon, as the Ne plus ultra of all Chri- 

ſtian Obedience. To ſteer our Courſe a- 

right through the unſettled Ocean of this 

World, is a far greater Difficulty than 

the Mariner's paſſing between Scy/la and 

= Charybais : In order whereunto tis highly 

E neceſſary that we have a better Conduct 

than the fallible Dictates of our deprav'd 

Reaſon: And ſuch an and e Help the 

propitious care of Heaven hath furniſh'd 

"IE with in the ſacred Scriptures of unque- 
ſtionable Verity. Therefore it muſt needs 

be incumbent on us at all times to ſuſpect 

the inſufficiency of our own Wiſdom and 


—_ 
* 


2 preteſt Reſolutions ; as alſo ſeriouſly to 


4 Enimadvert the deep Policy of Satan (in 


the latter Days as an Angel of Light,) who 
ell knows what kind of Extreme is beſt 
AJuited to each differing Temper, and la- 
pours by all varieties of Stratagems to di- 
ert from that middle Path of ſincere Ho- 
ines, Humility and Peace, which moſt 
pen. 
I bat 

rtractive Sweetneſs and Purity of Goſpel- 


r thi 
o le 
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from mean and ſordid Ends, viz. Caſtom, 
Intereſt, Vain glory, &C. When the crafty 
Enemies of the returning Jews, after their z 
ſeventy Years Captivity, could not open- 

ly carry on their obſtructing Deſigns , WM 

they offer d to become Joint-Builders, and 

aſſiſt in that great Undertaking; doubt. 8 

leſs with the ſame Sincerity as Saul once |. 

x Sam. 1, propos d a Match for his envied Rival, 
ver. 7, 8. Whilſt the unhappy Eulogies of the Fe. 1 
male Singers were yet warm in his 8 
mach: So the old Serpent, when he can 
no longer keep Men in a ſtate of open 
Hoſtility againſt God, or at beſt Idola. 
trous Conceptions of Divine Worſhip, 
can alter his Methods, and quietly fir iſ 
them to aſſume the ſpecious Mantle of ex- 
rernal Religion, and that in no ſmall de- 
gree as to outward appearance, whilt 
content to build on the {ſandy Foundation| 1 
of carnal confidence. If Chriſtians hap 
pily avoid the dangerous Extream, and 
too often fatal Rock, of a dead fruitleß, FE. 
Faith on the one Hand, he will endea 
vour by all kinds of plauſible Inſinuati. 
ons to ſplit them on the oppoſite, v/z. 
Spiritual Pride, Oſtentation and Depen- 
dance on their Works, as if they were 
the meritorious or procuring Cauſe of a 5 
true Peace, Hope, Conſolation and Di- 
vine acceptance Which latter may xi ; 

5 rank 


Phil, 3.3. 


= Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 
W rank'd among the moſt dangerous of his 
Politicks, becauſe the fatal Poy 
deep, and too often undiſcern'd. If ei- 
ther the vitious or more refin'd part of 
the firſt Adam bears the ſway, in oppoſi- 
tion to that holy Principle of Faith and 
= Divine Energy which proceeds alone 
from the ſecond, it amounts to the ſame 
thing; the one repreſents the unſanctified 
| Pablican , the other the accurate ſelf-juſti- 
= fying Phariſee ; both which were averſe 
to an hearty reception of the Goſpel in its 
genuine Simplicity ; but the latter with 
= a diſtinguiſhing Emphaſis, notwithſtand- 
ing his great accompliſhments in outward 
XX Sanity, through an over-weening Opi- 
nion of that carnal Wiſdom which muſt 
= ſtoop to the Croſs of Chriſt : And whe- 
ther ſomething of the ſame Stamp hath 
not ſurviv'd in after Apes, ſecretly Iurk- 
ing under ſome ſpecious Shews of Reli- 
gion, is perhaps not altogether unworthy 
of an impartial conſideration. And here 
= we might, on the other Hand, touch a 
little upon the ennobling worth of uni— 
verſal Chriſtian Obedience, as it proceeds 
from a Mind rightly diſpos'd both in re- 
ſpect of Principles and Ends; and alſo 


lies 


eaſily demonſtrate that there 1s a peculiar 


W Dignity attending it, which far ſurpaſſes 


not only the higheſt Civil Perfections of 
e mn 


45 


the moſt accompliſhed Moraliſt, but al! 
the outward Conformity and ſelf.eleva- 'B 
ting Righteouſneſs of the ſtricteſt Phari- 
ſee; a Dignity wholly excluding all Spi- 
ritual Pride and Elation of Mind, which, 
pt admitted, would ſoon mar the moſt | 
Ay Perfection: But this will more 
fall in under the ſecond general Con- | 
chien, Viz, 


C HAF. 8 1 
General Hints wherein true Practical Chri- 1 
ſtianity 705 tively conſiſts. | 


IT. Doſitively, That true Chriſtian Obe. 

dience which recommends us unto | 
God, as agreeable to his Revealed Will, 
is no lels than 


A ſincere, ſleady and 3 Perform ; 
ance of all Religious Duties, from « 


Principle of Choice and C omplacence. 


-, That holy Frame, or new Nature, FT 
ſuperinduced by God, who is the Eternal! 
Fountain of Grace and Holineſs, is and 

only can be a fit Subject for new and ac- 
ceptable Obedience. "Tis a Treaſure not. 
to be found among the Ruins of the 44 52 


: * 
+” * 4 * 
* 


* Ornament of Humane Life, ; &c. 
2 Alam; otherwiſe it would not have re- 
N quir'd fo dear a Purchaſe, nor the abroga- 


And this exerts it ſelf firſt in the internal 
Acts of Faith, Love, Filial Fear, Reve- 
rence, Delight, &c. and from thence in 
all the external Duties of Religion; which 
Zo enumerate, would lead into ſo many 
Particulars, as are ſcarce confiftent with 


with accurate Diſcourſes on the practick 
part of Chriſtianity. Hereby the Soul is 
truly diſpogd from a genuine tendency 
and delightful propenſion to preſs after 
Evangelical Piety, in all the conſtituent 


tion of the firſt Covenant as inſufficient. 


2; 


he intended Limits of this Eſſay: Gene- 
al Hints therefore may ſuffice, and the 
ather ſince the World 1s fo well furniſh'd 


parts thereof, as highly conducing to the 


great Deſign of God, 1. e. to glorify him- 
ſelf in the Riches of his Grace, Wiſdom 


is the Man that thus feareth always; 
he at all Times and on all Occaſions, 
hether ordinary or more ſpecial, hath 
his gracious Habit influencing and go- 
Perning his whole Man. Humane Ac- 
Juirements, whilſt ſhewing an outward 


Wcſervedly commendable; yet ſometimes 


Ebay be aptly compar'd to the green fruit- 
5 c | : | 8 leſs 


and Righteouſneſs, by 7e. 15 Chri it. Hap- Eph. 1.5,6. 


Pro. 28.14 


1 onſonancy to the Divine Precepts, carry 
A great Luſtre with them, and are indeed 


Luk. 13.5. 4% Fig-t rio 7 
min'd, diſcover no better Principle than 
Self. Love or vain Affectation: But this is 
of an higher Nature, and therefore ſtyl'd 
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Fig-tree, and, when ſeriouſly exa- 


by that skilful Apoſtle 54% vb del [the Bi 
1 Cor: 12* more excellent way] ; which crucifies the 


Soul toall vainGlory and ſiniſter Ends, and 


advances it into the neareſt aſſimilation 


with the Divine Image. 3 
ſerved Emphaſis that the ſame great and 
learned Apoſtle defines the Goſpel briefly 


to be Gn, Thy Ka] ws Hay L the Tr ath £7 
which is according to Godlineſ);, ſuch indeed 
is the tendency, ſuch the genuine Effeds 
of it; and where 'tis otherwiſe all Pre. 
tences thereunto are empty, deluſive and 
Inconſiſtent. The Mind muſt be free and 
_unbyaſied, the Affections pure, chaſt and 
ſincerely employ'd in all the Parts of 
Chriſtian Obedience, as the higheſt Con- 
cern of humane Life (according to the 
Injunction of our Saviour to /eek firſt the 


Kingdom of God and its Righteouſneſs) a 


Though indeed too too often thele great MF 


Things are poſtpon'd, or cunningly dil- 


guis'd, and made ſubſervient to ſome | 
mean Secular Aims ; which reflects no le's 


Diſparagement to that Holy Religion than 
Indignity to its bleſſed Author. 
But notwithſtanding the many elegant a 
Phraſes and adapt Metaphors uſed in the t 
5 Oracles 


Ornament of Humane Life, c. 49 
: MoOracles of Truth to expreſs the ſublime 
Nature, Glory and Beauty of Evangelick 
s Holineſs, it muſt be acknowledg'd that 
the true Eſſence thereof (as Job ſpeaks of 
Viſdom) in a great meaſure tranſcends Job 28.29. 


2 
= 
5 
3 


A” 


our preſent Comprehenſion and moſt ac- 
curate Searches, whilſt in this ſtate of 
Mortality: For as we here attain not to 
e. a perfection in practice, ſo neither in the 
knowledg of its Nature. I is but a very 
Miittle we know of our inviſible Part, the 
immortal Soul: Though it abides with 
d Jus always, and nothing is more naturally 
1; Four own; yet *tis difficult to have a re- 
e. flexive and intimate acquaintance there- 
14 with, otherwiſe than by its Powers and 
1d Operations. So we are, in many reſpects, 
1d In the dark as to that holy Principle of 
of Pivine Life which proceeds from above: 
. ur depraved Reaſon hath no affinity 
Erith it; their Natures are as differing as 
the lron and Clay in Nebauchadnezzar's Vi- 
ion: But we know thus much in gene- 
al, That 'tis of an heavenly Extract by 
Its ſtrong Elaſtick Operations, and fre- 
Nuent Advances towards thoſe purer Re- 
ions from whence it came. Like Noah's 
Dove, it can find no Reſt comparatively 
ia any thing ſhort of that bleſſed Ark or 
Divine Boſom which gave it Being; and 
therefore, as if mov'd by a ſtrong Byaſs 
35% and 


1 
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and unalterable Inclination, ſeeks its daily 
1 Pet. 2. 2. Food from thence alone. An Heart thus 
enlarged muſt needs (with the Royal 
pfal. 119.” Pſalmiſt) chearfully run the way of God's 
32. Commandments; and have its moſt delight- 
ful Meditations evenly fixed thereon, as 

well amidſt the Buſineſs and neceſſary | 

5 Diverſions of the Day, as in the more 
Pal: 1. 2. quiet Receſſes of the Night, Twill | 
improve thoſe frequent Intervals, or De- 

fects of natural Reſt, to a far nobler-Re- | 
freſhment than could otherwiſe accrue on 

the greateſt indulgence of the outward | 
Man. No wonder if ſuch a Perſon be 
ver. 3. always flouriſhing like a Tree planted by the 
Rivers of Water; ſince he receives all 
neceſſary Supplies from an inexhauſtible 
1 Fountain. As a Branch abiaing in the true 
2, 3, 4, 5. Vine, he aſcribes all the Fruits of Holi- 
neſs to that enlivening Virtue drawn 

from an immortal Root: And all other 
Springs of Comfort (whether from Du- | 

ties, Mortification, &c.) wherewith ſome | 

are too eaſily lifted up to a dangerous 

pitch, appear to him, if conſider'd in 
themſelves, like broker Ciſterns, altoge- 

ther empty and unſatisfy ing. But tho' 

this be the proper tendency of every gra- 

cious Soul, whilſt free from the obſtru- Ml 

Ting Conflicts of Fleſh and Blood; yet MR 
there are: very few, if any, that find 
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Ornament of Humane Life, &. 
WT cheſe holy Actings of Faith at all times 


ended with much of the contrary expe- 
Frience : They have a corrupt earthly part, 
1 Weriv'd from the Firſt Adam, in common 
with others, which always inclines to its 


T7 more noble Part, when it would be 


Its adequate Object. To meet with no 
chang Inter poſitions in our - paſſage 
1 = the enſnaring Wilderneſs of this 
70 AV orl 


ef 


| 
we | 


li- 
0 4 Faith, Patience, Humility, Reſignation, 
Ind future Vigilance. As the habitable 


Farth by ſending forth its thick Fogs and 


Bod in Love and Faithfulneſs ſuffers us 


« bea Rales of the natural Sun from 
ur bodily Eyes: So the Reliques of in- 


0 lanaanites of old) are very apt to mutiny 
the leaſt advantage, and invade our 


„ Fonted healing Influences from the San 
Ke *” hRandi 
od zghteouſneſs : Yer, notwithſtanding 


UN ch frequent Interruptions, this gracious 
7 E 2 ing Habit, 


f ſerene, or equally vigorous. Chriſtians 
J. Wot the higheſt Rank are ſometimes at- 


enter the Earth, and too often retards 


upon the Wing, and Gf poſſible) ſteadily 
oF d in making nearer approaches to 


might be far leſs profitable than 
Woſe various Probations which the wile 


3 
P be exerciſed with for the encreaſe of 
Inwholſome Eflavis's, often hides the 
erent Corruption (like thoſe unexpell'd 


ace, or deprive us for a time of the 


Is 


$2 


and even: It engages the Soul, with un. 
feign'd alacrity and delight, in all the parts | 


Chriſtianity the Great 9 
Habit, or holy Principle of Retigiow| 
Obedience „is in its own nature conſtant 


of regular Piety, both reſpecting the 
ſecret Devotions of the inner Man, and 
all thoſe exterior Duties wherein othen f 
are likewiſe concern d. Tis like a ſol 
Stream that riſeth inceſſantly from 
living Fountain; and, according to th 


I 
5 
1 


Joh. 4. 14. Metaphor of our ' Bleſſed Saviour Ve 


Ezek. 4% 
1,2, 3, 4+ 


2 Kill. 5, 
i. 


: Darling Herodias, when it ſtands in conf 5 


Eclipſes, or ſtrong Countermotions, ca 4 | 
either leſſen its Univerſality or impeac 


eth up unto everlaſting Life. Though in ii 
courſe it may meet with Oppolitions | 


which may either ſtop or divert it for 


Seaſon ; yet theſe holy Waters will ci 
(like thoſe of the Sanctuary in Ezekie!im . 
Viſion) and never ccaſe preſſing forward 
till the Obſtacle be remov'd, and 9 4 
run ſteadily in their proper Channel u b 
before. None of theſe dark Interval 


its Sincerity. Tis not only a trace 
but an utter Enemy to all ſiniſter End 
makes no Reſerve for a Bom in the 2 


Rimmon, though Honour and Intereſt 1 9 
at ſtake; ſpares not ſo much as an 428 - 


indulges no beloved Luft, though like 


. 
2 


petition with a Divine Command ; cg 
Jers not with Fleſh and Blood 1n any of on 3 
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great Things which concern the Glory 
io © of God, and the Sous everlaſting Happi- 
nll © nels. Like the King's daughter, tis glori- Paal. 45. 12 
0 ous within; and notwithſtanding all the 

contempt or hard entertainment it uſually 
meets with from the moſt of Men, hath 
ſuch a real Luſtre attending it as nothing 
in this World can equal. To crown all, 
'tis of the longeſt duration; makes the 2 "pa 4. 
: Poſſeſſor to flouriſh in old Age, under the 
: ſenſible Decays of the outward Man; yea 
ckeave, to him, as the moſt faithful Friend, 
Junto the laſt Period of Life; and not only 
. but to his unſpeakable Comfort, paſ- 
es over with him into the other World. 
What very Love whereby he now adheres 
0 God, as the chiefeſt Good; that Faith 
E Which he is virtually united to Chriſt; 
tell that Delight which he flow hath in his 

148 bleſſed Ways and Ordinances ; that ſin- 
cere good Will and affectionate Sympathy 
which he now bears towards all in whom 
is the Image of God; all theſe holy Incli- 
3 Inations and Diſpoſitions, though at pre- 
Z La groaning under the heavy preſſure of 
1 their own Weakneſs and Imperfection, 
[3 ſhall be preſerved, purified, enhanced and 
5 — in ny: 
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- = Three Kt Abiunits 74 70 uch Holy Pra : 
_ | ctical Obedience laid down and Grich 5 
OG : I 


N the former 3 Defin 1 

tion of true Evangelick Obedience, or 

Walking with God in the Duties of Pradti 

cal Piety, which more immediately reſpet 

our Deportment towards him, Three 

Things are neceſſarily included, viz. that 

it be 1. Impartial. 2. Even. 3. Perma. 

ment, Which, though lightly touched, 

upon already, it may not be amiſs to con-. Y 

ſider a little more particularly. 1 

1. Impartial, The peculiar Dignity of 1 

the Chriſtian Religion, is in a ſpecial} 

manner, conſpicuous in the Excellency of 

its Ends propos'd, and Rectitude of the 

Means conducing hereunto. As it tend 

to the higheſt advancement of Humane 

Nature, 4 it neceſſarily excludes whatſo- 2 

ever is mean, ſordid, and vawortinl | 

of a Rational Agent. The Soul that % 

thus happily influenced, will have a tende 1 

pal. 119. s regard to all the Divine Commands; andſ 7 | 
not, as is too common with ſome that would 1 
be thought ſound in Practice, pick and ] 
chookſf "4 
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& chooſe ſuch only as leaſt thwart either their 
natural Inclinations or preſent ſecular Inte- 
reſts. Being accuſtom'd to the narrow 
Path of Selt-denial, twill not be eaſily ſe- 
duc'd by all the gilded Temptations of 
Satan and the World, nor the innumera- 
ble Examples of others in a diffolute 
. Courſe. For, as all natural Deſires and 
Operations uſually proceed from an ade- 
quate Principle by which they are both 
denominated and perform'd ; fo the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of Faith in its proper Fruits 
of univerſal Obedience, is the principal 
gent and delightful Propenſion of the new 
Creature. Hereby the ſtrong countermo- 
tions of the Fleſh, or Old Adam, are gra- Rph. 4.22. 
dually impair'd, the Affections rais'd to, 
and placed on things above; and, in a Col. 3.1, 2. 
word, all the Faculties of the inner Man | 
22 ſincerely engag'din thoſe regular-appoint- 
ed Ways of ſerving God which lead to the 
ultimate enjoyment of him. Partiality, or 
nde half-hearted Service, is deſervedly deteſta- 
ble both to God and Man: ?*Tis beneath 
the DiQates of reaſonable Nature; much 
less can it hold weight in the ſure Bal- 
lance of the Sanctuary, or abide the infal- 
#lble Touchſtone of Holy Writ. Saul's 
deſtroying of Amalek (which by a ſpecial 
Divine Command, ought to have been 
2 univerſal) was not only diſapprov'd, but 
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1 Sam. lies under the perpetual Brand of Diſobe- Mr 


15.22, 23. 


known Sin, or habitual Neglec of an en- 


dience, becauſe a ſingle Agag was ſpared : l 
So the Reſervation or Indulgence of. any | 


joyn'd Duty, is ſufficient to mar all our 
beſt Performances, and utterly exclude 
them from a favourable reception in the 
Court of Heaven. Whilſt on the one 
hand it muſt be acknowledg'd, as well! 
from Scripture-Teſtimony as too frequent 
Obſervation, that a temporary prevalence | 
of innate Corruptions and Remiſsneſs in 
ſome Eſſential parts of Chriſtian Practice, 
may through inadvertency appear in {uch | 
as are really poſſeſs'd of this ennobling 
Principle; on the other hand, there is the 


_ greateſt reaſon imaginable to conclude that 


an habitual, deliberate, and allow'd Re-. 


eternally inconſiſtent therewith. Li 


may be diſtinguiſhed from all counterfeit 


ſervation of any thing Morally evil is not 
only a very dangerous indication, but | 
Darkneſs, Fire and Water, or any other 
contraries are as eaſily reconcilable: And 
this is none of the leaſt Marks whereby it Fl 
Pretenſions whatſoever. —_ 

2. Even. Such a gracious Frame or Spi- 
ritual Life introduced on the Soul and it's 
Faculties, antecedent to, and the proxi- | 
mate Cauſe of all holy Acts of Obedience, 
as it juſtly claims the Superiority to all 

| 85 natural 
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natural or ſimply acquired Habits, ſo it 
brings Mankind into the greateſt aſſimi- 
51 ation with, and meetneſs for their ulti- 
mate Happineſs. And though here is no 
room to boaſt, (as ſome have too vainly 


y 


done, under the falſe Conduct of a natu- 
ral Light, beautified with more plauſible 
Epithetes) of a complete perſonal Perfe- 
ion, during this Militant State on Earth; 
ſince none do more ſenſibly complain of 
frequent Attacks from the oppoſite Prin- 
Eiples of inherent Corruption; yet this 
ce, free, genuine, and unbyaſſed propenſity of 
ch the Mind thus ſpiritualized to all that is 
ng! truly good, bears ſome reſemblance, in 
he it's ſtedfaſt and orderly motion, to the un- 
changeable Divine Being whence it pro- 
de. feeds; and never ceaſes ſtriving to break 


1at 


F 


"ot through all the Remora's, intervening Dif- 


but ficulties and Oppoſitions, till it's ſafe ar- 
ind] rival at the happy Center of Bleſſedneſs. 
her And indeed the ordinary way of exerting 
nd] it ſelf, is not fo much by the ſtrong exor- 
/ it pitant Flights of Fancy, or ſenſible Enlarge- 
feit ments of the natural Paſſions, as ſome too 

Enathuſiaſtically are apt to imagine; but 
pi- by the ſincere uninterrupted exerciſe of 


oF 
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4 


it's Faith, Reſignation, holy Patience, Meek- 


Nr 
55 


ah 


2x1- Fpeſs, &c. and all the other exterior Duties 


ice, pf Religion; attended with a daily Pro- 
all preſs, in ſome meaſure correſponding to 
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that ie Accretion in Nature frometel 

fertile Womb through all the different 

Stadia of Minority, unto the... or full * 

pitch of Manly Stature. Hence *tis very 

aptly compar'd by S. Paul to the {teddy 

courſe of a Pilgrim towards the end of his} 

Phil.3.13, Journey; or the earneſtneſs of ſuch as are 

14 in purſuit of ſome great Prize which ef tr 

have always in their Eye: And by S. Pe. 

1 405 ter to that conſtant and unalterable incl. 

. 1 Pet. 2.2, Nation Which is in em- born Babes, toward 5 

. their adapted Nouriſhment. It hath been! . 
obſerv'd by Philoſophers, that all 8 1 

Motions in Natural Things are directed 

towards their proper Center: And *tis at. 

leaſt as certain that the genuine eden 
of that Life of Faith which the holy Gol, 

pel inveſts us with, is ſteddily towards it} * 
Divine Original. This is a kind of bare . 
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Depoſitum, Where with we are now en- 
truſted in order to cheriſh and! improvſſ 78 
it: Which we mutt endeavour to mani. 
feft at all Times in the viſible Fruits ol 
Holineſs and Piety towards God, as wel 
as Righteouſneſs, Mercy and Charity to- 
wards our Fellow. Creatures. Of om 
an happy Temper the Lives of the molt 
eminent Worthies on ſacred Record have 
been one continued inſtance; and are, 
doubtleſs, tranſmitted to Alter. ages bon : : 
tor Comfort and Imitation. Their cha £ 

4 a © : 
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ef aim was at his n "4:60 3 uy in 
KF the Affairs of a temporal Life, they 
I . willingly demean'd themſelves as Sojourn- 
ry ers here; not regarding the greateſt, af- 
1y fluence of outward Things any more than 
4 I as neceſſary accommodations in the Way 
thereunto, or Talents to be employed tor 
1 the good of others. 
3. Permanent. This is alſo a n 
1. boſeparable Adjunct of that Divine Na- 
ture which every true Chriſtian is in ſome 
eng id egree made Partaker of in this Life. As 
mM the ſupreme governing Power, or Princi- 
5 Pee it not only influences and inclines, 
abut enables the whole Man unto all Du- 
cyl ties of Obedience whether Moral or Evan- 
of. Pelical; until the conſummation of them 
ie by an happy exchange of this frail and 
edi Frraofiory Life, with all the imperfections 
en Ettendins it, for the unmixed Joys of a 
well 5 pleſled Eternity. The; tranſcendent Ver- John 4. 
n. tue and Benefits hereof are Metophorically 10, 11. 


"ill Eexprefwd by * living Water, becauſe it al- i 


vel ways excites and cheriſhes in the Soul thoſe fed ai 
to- Wired Operations which are truly homo- 7 _ 


ich Ferccus thereunto. . Whoſoever drinketh of oppobrion 
ol his Water (hall not thirſt any more. i. e. be g 10 what is 


ave ecver totally deſtitute of ſuch (piritualyg! _ 


ef i as are neceſlary to conduct him 
all Feng a ſhort Pilgrimage unto the full 
Wl pruition ther eof 1 in the immenſe Fountain. 
Min © Hereby 
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Hereby the Soul and its Faculties, though | 
naturally overwhelm'd with Darkneſs and 
Confuſion, are brought into an holy Free- 
dom, and Preſerved in their genuine Or- 
der and Vivacity: And if at any time a 
ſeeming or real interruption happens (as 
is indeed too too frequent) this Divine i 
ev]opeloy is not only ſufficient to reſtore the 
former ReQitude, but often doth it with N 
advantage, by double guarding them with 
future vigilance; and fo foils the grand BY - 
Enemy in all his imagin'd Victories, like“ 
David's ſlaying the proud Ethnic Cham. 
| 
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pion with his own Sword. Well there- 
fore may it deſerve thoſe high Epithetes ? 
given in holy Writ, /e. Immortal, Ever. 
laſting, Incorruptible, & c. as being preſer vd 
by the ſame Almighty Power and Good- ! 
neſs from whence it proceeds. Yet in all our 
Diſquiſitions of this kind a double Extreme 
muſt be carefully avoided, viz. 1. That! 
we aſcribe not too much to our own En- 
deavours when moſt ſucceſsful ; as if the 
primary Cauſe or chief Springs of all good 
Actions were formally in or from our! 
ſelves: And 2. That a Notion of free) 
Grace and final Perſeverance hinder not in 
any meaſure the uſe of Secondary Means, 
nor the utmott unwearied Endeavours on 
our part. Sanctification is a gradual Work, 
and not ſo inſtantaneous as ſome have 

| _ vainly 
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vainly imagin*d:Nor may the Rational fk. 
culties, when truly rectified by a nobler im- 
pulſe, be thought ſo uſeleſs as ſuch Per- 
ſons would have them; though tis highly 
7 neceſſary that they act in ſubſerviency to, 
and place the Diadem upon Divine Grace. 
The conſtant and ſedulous exerciſe of Mat. 25. 
Faith receiv'd hath a ſure Promiſe of ad- 28, 29. 
ditional Supplies; as alſo that it ſhall be 
infallibly preſerved to the End: And in- 
deed without ſuch improvement there can 

be no true Evidence, but rather ought to 

be at leaſt a ſuſpicion of its Reality. Tis 
therefore ſtrange to conſider that any, 
who will but allow themſelves Liberty of 
thinking, can hope to ſhare in the final 
Rewards of Holineſs, whilſt they know 

no more than {ome faint and ſuperficial 

EZ Repreſentations thereof: Yet ſuch is the 

© Supine careleſsneſs of lapſed Nature in 
things of the higheſt concernment, that 
none can reaſonably plead Exemption 
from a frequent and impartial Scrutiny, js 6. 11. 
They who, according to the Apoſtle's Ex- 
hbortation, ſbem all Diligence to a full aſſu- 
rance of Hope unto the End— {hall be al- 
Ways fertile both in Heart and Life, like 

2 Garden watered by the kindly Dews of 
Heaven; Or, as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, pal. 92. 
Fat and flouriſhing in the Courts of God, as 12, 12,14. 
the Cedar or Palm-Tree , and bring forth 
Fruit 
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1 Cor. E ruit in 'Old aze ſteadfaſt, unmoveabli, 5 d 
15 . And abounding in every good Work; Pa. 


Rom. 


12. 12. tient under Safferings ; : Rejoicing in I Via. = 
Rom. 8. Jations; Victorious in and over all the hard . 
X 4 Conflicts of a Tem porary Warfare, and 
x Pet. 145+ kept by the Power 77 God through F aith unit © 
8 Salvation. 67 


c 11 A P. VII 7 
Same of the many S inzular B ene ts or Hu 9 

py C onſequents ariſing grow iftinity . 

enquir d into. [44 


Totwithſtandin g many ſingular Be. G 
1 N nefits, or happy Conſequents of 0 
ſuch an humble, ſincere, and conftant Re- If 
ligious Deportment, are ſufficiently ob- 
vious in the Deſcriptions already given; 
yet for a better Illuſtration it may not be 
altogether ſuperfluous to inſiſt on a few 
of them more diſtinctly. And, 


I. This is the beſt Antidote againſt the 

common Contagion of Pride , Cove- 

touſneſs, Ambition, anxious C are, Di- 

ſtruſt, &c. and moſt conducing to à per- 

Feli Autarchy under the differing Events 

I 1 5 of Divine Providence. N 
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lt may beeſteem'd none of the leaſt Mis- 
fortunes, that thoſe temporal good Things 
hich the bountiful Creator hath given 
and intended for our Uſe, Comfort, and 
ſubordinate Happineſs, according to his 
pyreſcribed Limits, are, through the ma- 
Bien influence of the Old Serpent, become 

pf ſuch a dangerous, attractive, and be- 
pitching force, that they do, as it were, 
Invert their natural Order, i. e. by getting 

the Aſcendant over us, to whom by Di- 
Eine appointment they were and ought to 

pe ſubjected. What Judah ſpeaks of his Cena: 
aged Father (that his Life was bound up in zo. : 
Benjamins) ought to be reckon'd as no 
[mall infirmity ; though there ſeems to be 

In Auæeſis in the Expreſſion, as not com- 
Eporting with the happy reſign'd Temper 

of that Eminent Perſon. But how much 
greater Enormities are we guilty of, 
Irhilſt our Affections are enſlaved to far 
gmeaner Objects than a Benjamin, ſc. Son 

of the Right-hand! As the Blood and 
Spirits by Surfeiting loſe their natural 
Craſis; the Stomach is clogg'd with Cru- 
Wities ; the curious Palate deprav'd with 
Bopleaſant Taſts, and rhe Appetite taken 

of from all neceſſary Supplies; which 

ads way to fatal Cataſtrophe, if theſe dan- 
gerous Evils are not timely rectify'd by 
Nature or Art: So a ſpiritual Surfeit 
1 | ---OD 
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16, 19,20» 
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or inordinate Love to temporal, 101 1 
lawful, Enjoyments, robs the Soul of iu 
priſtine Vigour, dulls and ſtupifies its no. 4 
ble intuitive Faculties, and cauſes them »M 
a debaſing compliance with the Organs o | 
Senſe to conſpire the Deſtruction of it 3 
own Well-being. To this Extreme, Chri 
ſtians, of no deſpicable Size, are throug 
inadvertency too obnoxious ; and ſome 1 
times thereby not a little impair'd in thei | 
Contemplative Thoughts, which (lik 
Moſes's view of the Promiſed Land tron 
the Top of P:/g4h) are the moſt valuvBy 
ble Experiences which we meet with i 
theſe Earthly Tabernacles. And if it il i 
thus too often with the better ſort, wha ge 
ſhall we ſay of others in a lower, buf 
much more numerous Rank ; whoſe on 
Element is the Earth, and whoſe delight 
ful choice to be buried therein, like thi 
blind Moles, before Nature's Time ! Such 8. 
may claim the neareſt Affinity to tha 
Fool mention'd in Chriſt's Parable, who 
long imaginary Joys were in a moment 
blaſted, and irreparably loſt. The onlj 
way then to live above this uneven Worl 
in its tranſient Pleaſures, and more fre 
quent Crofles ; to be neither elevated noe 
dejected according to: the different Chan 
ges in out ward things; to have our E 
Pectations ſure, our Comforts permanen® Fe 
ou 
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our Paſſions truly regulated, and the an- 


cient Dignity of humane Nature repair'd, 


„is to learn that Art of Divine Content- 


ment which both the Theory and Practice 
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Occurences here, they require a double 
Caution, as being really moſt dangerous: 
If wich Croſſes of various kinds, they may 
1. 
ohh 


na ferruptions. Inſtead of murmuring or re- 
bu pining, may we not therefore eſteem them 
a s ſealonable Chaſtiſements, or wholſome 
Medicines to reſtrain and cure our mani- 
told Exorbitances ; and to be born not 
uch ly with Patience but Thankfulneſs, 
tha zyvhilſt we conſider the gracious Paternal 
do pand which beſtows them as a Badge of 
zen 


Hof Chriſtianity do, in a peculiar manner, 
i ead us to: This, and nothing ſhort here- 
of, can ſerve as a Catholicon to ſweeten the 
many bitter Ingredients of a temporal 
Life. If we meet with none but pleaſant 


ſerve to make us the more mindful of our 
- eavenly Inheritance, and of thoſe purer 
bigoys in Reſerve which are liable to no in- 
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Legitimation on all his adopted Sons ? Heb. 12. 


"BT was our Saviour's Legacy to his Diſci- s, 7. 


ores, and in them to all ſucceeding Heirs 
if rhe ſame Faith, that they ſhould have 


boi 


Peace under all their allotted Tribulati- 


han dn; and ſuch as the World can neither John 16. 


2 * 
yr” 

: * 2 5 

5 2 


Ls 
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ou F can 


E give nor take away. No wonder then if 1 
1cnWerſons poſſeſs'd of fo great a Treaſure, 
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Plal. 39. 
Heb. 11. 


13. 
Gen. 32. 
10. 


by our Portion of temporal Bleſſings * 


Y 


Chriſtianity the Great 


1 


can with an holy indifference, and, as it 
were, Contempt, paſs through the differ. 


ent Scenes of this ſhaken Globe; and be 


eſtabliſh'd as by a ſure Anchor again all 


thoſe Billows and battering Storms to 
which they are expos d. The higheſt at. 
tainments of the ancient Stoick Philoſo/ 
ſophers, in their pretended Apathy, held“ 


no proportion hereunto : *Twas an un“ 


known Path in thoſe Times of ignorance}? 
and infinitely beyond the reach of Man, 


degenerated Reaſon. By Evangelick Faith} * 
and Reſignation we arrive indeed at theþ 2 
nobleſt pitch of true Philoſophy ; tu. 
eſteem our ſelves as Pilgrims and Sojourn| 
ers; unworthy of the leaſt Mercies en 
joy*d; our whole Title to them forfeited} 3 
by Sin, and all things given freely again? 


as an Effect of the Redeemer's purchaſe 
therefore to be employ'd faithfully at all? 


times in and for the Donor's Service, and 
chearfully reſign'd to his Diſpoſal. Here 


though never ſo ſmall, becomes truly San: 


Etified ; and we not only receive them a 
new every morning, with continued Re? 
turns of Gratitude, but are ſecur'd from) 


envying the more proſperous Eſtate of, 


others, eſpecially ſuch as make this World 


the Center of their Hopes. But, on the? 


other hand, tis our great Barrenneſs in 
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Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 67 
the Precepts of Chriſtianity expoſes us to 
all kinds of Enormities, viz. Pride, Paſ- 
ſion, Anxiety, Repining, &c. whenſce- 
ver any thing happens to thwart our in- 
dulg'd Humours, Intereſts or Expectati- 
ons: And thus we are apt to invade our 
£3 own Peace and Quiet, by aggravating 
every little Calamity, which a Mind 
tightly govern'd would eaſily triumph 

over. 


IT. This is the nobleſt Impulſe to a diligent 
and delightful Diſcharge of Civil Obe- 
dience, common Duties in reſpective 
Stations, and a ſuitable Deportment 
In all other Parts of our daily Con- 


verſe. | 


. (hut of theſe hereafter in their proper 
VR Place.) 


e III. It prevents or removes all Animoſities, 

5 Spiritual Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, Par- 
3 tality, &c. and eſtabliſhes the common 
A Bond of Peace and Charity towards all 

RA trac Chriſtians. e 


T (This muſt alſo be referred to the next 
general Head, or the other Eflential Part 
ol Religious Obedience which reſpects our 


u fellow-Chriſtians) 3 
9 F 2 IV. I 
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Chriſtianity the Great 

IV. It gives the Soul a true Eſtimate of 

all Sublunary Enjoyments, right Ideas 

f the inviſible World, and a Preliba- 
tion of eternal Happineſs. 


Very admirable was that OEconomy 


throughout the terreſtrial Orb, in the pri- 


mitive State of unſpotted Nature, when 
the Omnipotent Architect was pleas'd to 


take a complacential view of his own 


Works, and pronounce them good ; when 


the grand Machine held a regular ſponta- 
neous Motion, in conſonancy to the bleſ- 
ſed Will and ſubſerviency to the Glory off 


its Creator; when all the inferior Ani- 


mals were moſt readily ſubject to the Go- 


vernment of Man, and himſelf to the 


Laws and DiCtates of his Sovereign. There | 


was then no Antiperiſtaſis of Elementary 


Qualities ; no unwholſome Particles in the | 
Air by which he breath'd ; no Ataxy of 


Spirits to impair Health or corrupt the 
Blood ; no Fear of Death, to which fallen 
Nature 15 now obnoxious and averſe ; no 


mixture of Grief, Sorrow, or Miſery to | 
leſſen or interrupt his Joys; no Storms of 


Guilt, Fear, or Shame, to invade his 


Peace, or ecclipſe that ineſtimable Divine 


Communion wherein his Happineſs did 
molt immediately conſiſt. What a daz- 
„„ 
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ling Luſtre and beautiful Scene of Things 
was then every where conſpicuous; inſo- 
much that tis ſaid The Morning Stars ſang 
together, and ſhouted for Joy | Thus *twas 
once, in the moſt tender Infancy of the 
World; and indeed far beyond the utmoſt 
of what our dull Intellect is now capa- 
ble of ſuggeſting ; which we ſhall more 
clearly apprehend when the Veil is taken,.. _ 
: bag Ai. 35» 
away, at our readmiſſion to the forfeited 3, 8. 
Boſom of Divine Love, But in the mean 
time 'tis ſtupendious to conſider what a 
Piece of gilded Vanity ſo excellent a Crea- 
ture is transform'd into! How greatly im- 
baſed in all his former ennobling Facul- 
ties, by a voluntary Subjection to the 
Prince of Darkneſs; and how {mall Foot- 
ſteps of his priftine Dignity, or ancient 
Prerogative, are yet remaining! The in- 
comparable Beauty of his inward Man ex- 
ceedingly marr'd and defaced; and the 
magnificent frame of his corporeal Being 
altogether vitiated, impair'd, and laid 
open to innumerable Calamities, Sorrows, 
Pains, and Maladies, as Harbingers to that 
fatal Change allotted by the irreverſible 
Decree of Heaven to his whole Poſterity ! 
Nor was this great and unſpeakable De- 
iS [| triment extenſive only to Mankind; but 
ic | an univerſal Scene of Miſery and Diſor- 
d der immediately enſued: The fertil Ground 
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70 Chriſtianity the Great 
and all its Product became accurſed for 
Gen. 3. 17, their ſakes; and the Senſitive Creatures 
1 caſting off all former Allegiance to their 
Rightful Sovereign, and mutual Amity to 

each other, appear*d both in open Rebelli- 

on againſt him, and implacable hoſtility | 

among themſelves : Which is indeed the 

leſs to be admir'd ſince the far greater part 

of Mankind in deſpite of a more refin d. 
Reaſon, and erected Countenance, * do þ* 

1 willingly becomethe greateſt: 

? 

N 

N 


* Pronaq; dum ſpeftant A4. Vaſſals to their own Luſts, 
N ee bien 4h and wholly invert the Laws b ; 
cc. Of Nature, either by ſeeking Þ7: 
Ovid. Met. Lib. 1. c 2. an imaginary Happineſs I. 1 
see N Bhs mong the tranſient Vanities Sl 
_ Homninem erexit, ad C195 of this World, or foment- = ; 
., eren excicsj? ing ſuch Jarrs, Animoſities, BY 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. anc: Open Acts of hoſtile ohh 
Violence, as are deſtructive 
to a temporal Well-being. 
Tis therefore evident, T hat the fallen State 
of Nature, if reſted in, denounces nothing 
but Death to Mankind, eternal as well as! 
temporal: And from the Tendersof Goſpe- þ 
Grace, indefinitely exhibited in holy Writ, Þ* 
*tis no leſs evident, That the Tree of Life £7 1 

is not ſo utterly loſt, but it may be re-. 
cover'd by paſſing through the flaming Þ 
Sword: That as Abraham in Obedience to 
a Divine Call and Conduct forſook bis] 

. a Na- 
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Native Soil, Kindred, and Father's Houſe, 
and afterwards intentionally facrific'd his 
only 1/aac without heſitation ; fo all that 

7 would be Heirs of the ſame Faith and Pro- 
miſes, muſt quit the broad beaten Road, 
ſtem the Current of their deprav*d natu- 
ral Affections, and practically embrace the 
Croſs of Chriſt, ſubjecting their whole 
Man to his government: And that the 
uſual Method of Divine Goodneſs in ex, 
tricating ſuch from the Labyrinths of Sin, 
and bringing them to Glory, is firſt to 

5 imbitter thoſe pleaſant Teats which are 
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is all temporal Bleſſings with ſpiritualiz d Heb. 1.9 | 
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| 72 ee Chriſtianity the Great * 
Affections, and under thoſe common Vi. 
ciſſitudes which ſo eaſily diſquiet the moſt 
of Men, ſhew'd ſuch an evenneſs of Tem. 
per as became the Heirs of a more excel. 
lent Portion; but above all, in a delight. 
ful conformity to Him who is both the Au 
Heb. 12 2. thor and F. iniſler of their Faith; and though 
M7 Heir of all things, willingly made himſef 
e no Reputation, or (as *tis in the Orig. 
nal“) emptied Himſelf, till he had not uf” 
he place where to lay his Head. And here 'tisÞ 1 
Luk. 9.58. not unworthy to be conſider'd, that into! 
this Spiritual Warfare none are initiated 
at their own Charges, nor when entred left! 

: to their own Conduct; otherwiſe, as the, 
1 Kin. Angel once told Elijah, the Journey would? 
7. be too great for them : They have conſtant 
Pay as well as Protection from their V.. 
Ctorious Leader; ſo that they run not- 
this Race, wherein they are thus volun-. 

tarily engag'd, at uncertainties, nor fight 
x Cor. 9. 4s if beating the Air. For as Godliueſs will] u 
6 laſt aſſuredly prove the greateſt Gain, ri 
in the accumulated Joys of an Endless 
Life; fo it uſually carries no ſmall Re | 
ward for its Concomitant through the Jl 
unſteddy Paths of Time, in thoſe ft 
Rom. 8. 23. Fruits, or Earneſt of the promiſed Inhe- | 
ritance, which do more than compenſate {M 
for all the rugged Steps in the way there- f 
unto. Hence we find the moſt {ignaliz'd WM 
35 Champions 


1 Cor. . 


Champions in theſe great Affairs, after 
umming up their many hard Conflicts, 
requently ſubjoyning an humble Exultati- 
von, from the augmented Vigour of their in- 
ward Man, and thoſe fixt Ideas of Inviſible 
Things, by which all ſuch afflictive Ex- 
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h]|pcriences are repreſented as light, mo- 2 Cor. 4. 


mmentany and not deſerving a Compariſon ' 
| herewith. 


6,17, 18. 
8 
18. 


Laſtly, a further Benefit, or happy 1 Pet. 4. 
sþ Conſequent, of ſuch an humble, ſincere 13, 14,15. 


and truly religious Walking with God, 
u all the Duties of holy Obedience, is, 


That the Mind is thereby raid above the 
Fear of Death, though terrible to Nature, 
and enabled by Faiths Perſpective to look 
through thoſe dark Shades with Joy and 

A . 


As the true Chriſtian and profane Sen- 
hpaliſt, together with the masked Hypo- 
Frite, are vaſtly differing in their Princi- 
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now ſtick not to deride and trample on N 


Impriſoned Soul, having had an indelibæ 


* oy 2 


ianity the Great 


teous in their happy Exit and Reward, it 


will chen ſeize thouſands of thoſe who 


them in their lives. Therefore this oe 
eligible Death of the Kighteous which 
that falſe Prophet once did, and many 
others will paſſionately deſire, withou Wi, 
the previous Qualifications , is not un. 
worthy to be conſidered. In theſe, the 


| aſſurance of future bleſſedneſs, in the ma. 


it's approaching Deliverance from all the 


ny tranſient Glimpſes and frequent Prel. V. 
bations of former Experience, grounded 
on the ſure Teſtimonies of Sacred Writ, 
and now apprehending the nearneſs d Af 


Clogs of Fleſh and Corruption, is ready toe 


anticipate the approaching Toys of Hes; 
P PP 8 


ven by fervent deſires to take flight ino 


thoſe upper Regions. That ſolemn at en 


20. 


teſtation of it's Beloved ſurel) I com 
quickly— will not ſatisfy without retort 
ing an earneſt Eccho— even ſo come, Loi 
Jeſus, Indeed to ſuch as fee no farther 
than the dim Light of deprav'd Ree 
ſon can dire, there is nothing uM 
Death that can appear deſirable. Nor va 
it ſtrange if Nature, ſometimes in tho . 
who have a ſure Intereſt beyond tix: 
Grave, be ready to ſhrink from it as mud N 
as poſſible, being no leſs than a viola 


. 3 
„ 
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iloluton of its own Frame: And there- 
Pre ſimply conſider'd, 'tis by a noted Phi- 
Ebſopher not improperly ſtyPd, 7a goCegay 
BR.c:cirelov (of all terrible Things the moſt 
rrible). But ordinarily, to thoſe who 
have by the lively Exerciſe of Faith and 
Holineſs converſed with Death as a Fami- 
Jar Friend, bereav'd of it's ſtinging Ter- 
Jour, he will appear the moſt welcome 
FHarbinger, being ſent to uſher them into 
Je Heavenly Court, and give an open 
Finon of their Beloved whom they now 
Eþchold at beſt but darkly, through Veils and, Cor. 3. 
Shadows: And this verifies the Apoſtle's 9, 10, 12. 
FAfertion, that tho? to live be Chriſt (tho? phil. 1. 21. 
ba conſtant enjoyment of him by Faith be 
heir peculiar Portion and Priviledge in 
us Life) yet 20 dye will be an unſpeakable ad- 
hantage. The Soul of Man is of ſo excel- 
Eat and ſublime a Nature, that it cannot 
he confin'd to the narrow dimenſions of a 
KErave with its forſaken Tabernacle: Nei- 
Ether doth it, as ſome have vainly imagin'd, 
ſemain hovering over its loathſome Sepul- 
er hre; but as ſoon as its ſet at Liberty from - 
We Priſon of Fleſh, finds an immedi- 
ate tranſition either into the Boſom of 
Divine Love, among, the Spirits of Juſt Heb. 12. 
en made perfect, or into endleſs Woe and 23. 
Miſery, according to its former deport- 
bent Whileſt acting in Bodily Organs; as 
1 15 
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is evident from the Parable of Dives aul 
Lazaras, and that gracious Promiſe to th 

Luke 23. Penitent Thief— This day ſhalt thou 
+43 with me in Paradiſe: Vet there is a furth«M 
conſummation of Glory, wherein te 

1 Cor. 15. Fleſh, Which Was ſown in Corruption, and t 
42, 43. now reſts in Hope, ſhall have its ſha 
Pfal-15-9- alſo. Such as have truly follow'd Chrilt ſh 
EY by a delightful Conformity to his Word 
and Precepts, during their ſhort timed 
| Probation in this World, ſhall nao 
only at the laying down of their Bodie 
enjoy perfect Reſt with him in their Im 
mortal Part, but, as an inexpreſſible En. 
hanſment of their Joy, be reunited in Bo 
dy and Soul, and in both together glor- 
fied with him at the Triumphant Da 
of his Appearance. For, as of old, hy 
Malicious Perſecutors, tho? animated by 
the inviſible Powers of Darkneſs, and 
from them furniſh'd with the deepeſt Po. 
cy and Contrivance, could detain him no 
longer in the Guarded Sepulchre, than t 
allotted time for his Reſurrection: So, at 
the General Sound of the laſt Trumpet 
all the Bodies of his deceaſed Saints, tho e 
putrifłd and diſſolv'd into their firſt Elke 
ments, {hall as certainly come forth from 
the dark Caverns and inmoſt Receſſes d 
the Earth, and, feaving all their Impur- 
ties, be inſtantancouſly quickn'd, reo 
ganz 
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Eniz'd and aſſimilated to the incorrupti- Phil.3.ute. 
Je Form of his own glorified Huma- 2 4445 
Fry: * The ſurviving Saints alſo, by an 9&ais 
Peffable ſubitaneous Change, ſhall attain £2 , 
the fame bleſſed Perfection, as Fellow- lobes: 
HMembers of that one Myſtical Body, than 2 : 
© appear Beautiful and glorious like 4 207 4 
Pride adorn'd for her Nuptials. There- gero 
pre (as St. John teſtifies) Bleſſed, yea thrice rin "a 
Bleſſed, are all thoſe that die in the Lord; i. e. thag, aur. 


1 


p the true Faith of, and adequate Qua- gm. ad 
Ifcations for, this his glorious coming. 1 Cor. 15. 
What though there be a Jordan to paſs 51, 52. 
rough (for waſhing away all the | FRG 
Reliques of Sin) before we can take pol- Rev. 19.7. 
&Efion of our heavenly Canaan? The pre- ch. 14. 13- 
ent Foretaſts of its goodly Fruit, toge- 

er with the remembrance of former 

Bupports, may be at leaſt ſufficient to bal- 
-WEnce the utmoſt reluctancy of frail Na- 

ure, Faith's incomparable Teleſcope can 

ok through all intercepting Clouds, re- 

ove the ſeeming Difficulties, diſpel any 

ſurprizing Fears, and either divide thoſe 

Weep turbulent Waters for the promiſed 
Need ro go over dry-ſhod ; or at leaſt to joſh. 3.17. 
tim them that they ſhall all paſs fafely 
rough. But ſuppoſe we reach not the at. 18. 47.12 
bur Hainments of thoſe ancient Heroes, Who, - 
eo, Nrhilſt on this fide of that River, rejoyced 
z dPreatly at the apprehenſions of drawing 
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2 Tim. 4. near thereunto, and eſteemed it more wi 
2 Pet 1.4 OOme than any preceding part of their Pl 
grimage: Will the God of Mercy ai 
Faithfulneſs, Who hath been the Guid 2 

ol our Youth, the Staff and Comfort of 
Gen. 48. Our Whole Lives, redeeming us from all Eri 
15, 16. (according to the Teſtimony of good (Iſl 
Jacob when he was ready to enter into iff 

Reſt,) will he, can he rather deſert | 

ſuch an hour of Temptation? Or if, {ff 

holy unſearchable Ends, he ſhould ſcenif 

ſo to do (for 'tis never any other th 
ſeeming, and that only through the weg 

neſs of our Intellect) is there not the gre 

eſt Reaſon imaginable to take up that e 

cellent Reſolution of One who was try 
beyond the common Methods of Prom; 

fob 13.15. dence, yet dearly beloved, —Thouzh 8 
ſlay me, yet will I truſt in him? The darkd 
Diſpenſations of this kind that can be ſup 
poſed will in a few Moments ceaſe fo 
ever, without a poſſibility of remen 
brance, unleſs to heighten that ineffablſ 
Joy and Glory {upervening. 
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1 Tie other part of Man's Spiritual Capacity 
relating to Fellow-Chrittians handled un- 

dier 4 Threefold Enquiry, 1. Into the flou- 

riſhing State of Religion conſequential to 

a due Senſe of its genuine tendency and 


E great and almoſt irreparable Detriment 
= ariſing from the contrary. 3. The moſt 
probable Expedients for ſtrengthening its In- 


4 : The firſt of theſe conſider'd in two par- 


ticulars. 


0 | 7 

9 ET Aving propos'd the conſideration of 
„II an in a Threefold Capacity, viz. 
e Moral, Civil, and Spiritual ; as allo for a 


; 
Method, to touch upon the other part of 
his Religious Deportment which more im- 


Waving ſuch particular Motives and Di- 
rections, as might here have ſeaſonably 
interven'd, for a Cloſe to the whole. 


In handling this Point, I ſhall not deſ- 
end to particularize the many Chriſtian 
Duties of various kinds, which do elſe- 


Diſcharge of its peculiar Duties, 2, The 


tereſt, and Anſwering its Bleſſed Ends. 


Reaſon aſſign'd, begun with the laſt of 
Etheſe : We come now, in following that 


mediately reſpects his Fellow-Chriftians : 


where 
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where very plentifully occur; but 3 

- mindful of the promiſed Brevity, content 

my ſelf with endeavouring impartially 

and with all humble deference, to re. 
preſent _ 


I. The flouriſhing State of Religion in ge. L 

neral, and N every individual Chri. th 
ſtian in particular, which neceſſarily ai. C 
tends a mutual and ſincere diſcharge of ; th 
the Duties peculiar to that Spiritual of 
Relation. © IO | 


II. The great, and almoſt irreparable, de. L. 
triment ariſing from a ſlothful Meg let bli 
or partial diſcharge thereof; with in tet 
farther dangerous tendency, tos 


III. The moſt probable Expedients fu net 
healing our unhappy Breaches, ſecuriig 
the common Intereſt, and anſwering tht 


Bleſſed Ends of Religion. 


I be Firſt of theſe general Hints will ! 
be ſufficiently cleared by theſe two fol- 
lowing Conſiderations, vis. | 


I. The genuine tendency of the Bleſſed Goſ. nh 
pel to univerſal Love, Peace, and Re. 0b 
conciliation, manifeſted in the Life ani Nac 
Doctrine of Chriſt, as alſo in the ſa 
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ſequent Prattice of the Primitive 
Church. N 


The Law of Nature, or rectified Rea- 
ſon, in Man, as it increaſes to a govern- 
ing Principle, inclines him to a common 
Love, Charity, Meeknefs, and Sympa- 
chizing Deportment towards his Pellow- 
Creatures; wherein ſome have ſignalizd 
EF themſelves, who never had the advantage 
of external Divine Precepts: But much 
more doth Evangelical Grace, which de- 
ſtroys not the ancient Footſteps or pure 
Laus of Nature, but enhances and eſta- 
| bliſhes them on a far nobler Foundation, 
tend to the reſtoring of univerfal Love 
towards all Mankind; and not only fo, 
but in a ſpecial or more tranſcendent man- 
ner towards ſuch as are the immediate 
Subjects of that ineſtimable Privilege. 
Hereof the greateſt inſtance and moſt 
lively illuſtration that ever was or could 
be exhibited to the World, was in the 
Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour: And there- 
zn we include his ineffable Condeſcenſion 
in aſſuming our Nature; his unwearied 
Labours in doing good to the Bodies and 
Souls of Men; his unparallePd Humility, 


that was exacted 
FFW 
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ol him on the behalf of fallen Man; his An 
implanting and propagating the holy Re 
Goſpel, raiſing his Church, influencing, {enj 
governing, and enlarging of it through {pel 

the many ſucceeding Ages, and never ſuf- {hor 
tering it to be totally ecclipſed by the {tro 
Clouds of Error, Schiſm, or Apoſtaſy: All War 

this, and much more than we can enu- mit 
merate, he voluntarily undertook and ac- old 
compliſh'd out of his own rich bound- tick 

leſs and immerited Love towards us. Co. 

And as he was the moſt perfect Pattern I no! 

of true Holineſs, and the very Life and {no | 
Beauty thereof ſhined forth by way of Wubi 
 Eminency in him alone; ſo *cis our great rity 
Duty, and none of the leaſt Evidences of N py 

a {ure intereſt in him, to be fincerely ha 
emulous of a Conformity thereunto. How e. 
often do we find him inculcating on his , 
ſelect Diſciples the neceſſity of imitating {uci 

him in that Great and Eſſential Property ¶ not: 

of Love; and enforcing it from the ſtrong N Tous 
Argument of his own unparallePd Love thy 

to them! One while he ſeverely repre- {Moti 

hends their exorbitant Zeal and fiery In- N Div 
Luk. 9. 49, Clinations towards ſome that own'd his be 11 
545455» Name, bur did not Aſſociate with them: 
2 At another time inſtructs Peter to more 
enlarged Bowels of Compaſſion in the 
forgiveneſs of his offending Brother (not 
Mat.13.22 Only ſeven times, bat ſeventy times ſeven ) bus 
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And again after he had with many earneſt 
Repetitions, and endeaging Motives ſtrictly 
Fenjoyn'd mutual Love as the great Goſ- 
pel-Precept, leaves a {ure Criterion both 
for them and us—B} this ſball all Men John 13. 
know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one E 
another. Thus *rwas indeed in the pri- 
mitive Purity of the Goſpel, before the 
old Deceiver had ſecretly infus'd his An- 
tichriſttan Wiles. The whole Multitude of 
Converts were then of one heart, and had 
no ſiniſter ends to byaſs or pervert them; 
no private Animoſities, unhappy Jarrs, or 
ſubtil Reſervations to corrupt their Since- 
trity : From whenceit follows, as the hap- 
py Effect of ſuch Unanimity and Love, 
hat the Word of God increaſed, and the Add. 4. 32, 
e Number of the Diſciples multiplied great- 3. 
Wb, &c. And indeed if that miraculous 
r Woucceſs in the Goſpels firſt Propagation, 
/ Enotwithſtanding its potent and nume- 
J 
C 
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rous oppoſers (which a wor- 5 
thy * Reformed Writer takes _ * Non ievcy 1m prodigte- 
age of) may, next to the Gr fu, F, ra 
- Divine Power and Bleſſing Doftrinam potuiſſe per uni- 
be imputed to their Union, „„ 2882 
Humility, and Singleneſs of pet. Martyr. in Rom. 10. 
)))) 
earch for the Cauſe of that great Barren- 
dels, Tepidity, and declining too obvi- 
dus at this Day in all parts of the Chri- 
»¹‚c⸗! ſtian 


Chriſtians mutual Kindneſs and affeCtic. 


logy on their behalf argues boldly, fron 
their peaceable, inoffenſive, and highly 
loving Deportment, for the Emperor's Le 


were not altogether unſucceſsful. But 


Members of a Natural Body, with their ac a 


dependence upon their Head; ſo likewil 
the ſpecial Love and mutual EndearmenM 
between the Husband and Wife, as all 


the firm union and coalition of thoſe m 


Chriſtianity the Great 
ſtian World. Church-Hiſtory inform 


us, That the very Heathens in the midſt of 
their Tragical Cruelties, obſerving the 


nate Sympathy, could ſay, with a ſort of N 
admiration, See how they love one another, 
And Juſtin Martyr in his Excellent Apo. 


nity towards them: Which Endeavour 


II. That the flouriſhing State of Rel 
gion, or true Happinels of Chriſtians 
greatly conſiſts in their mutual Lot 
Correſpondence, and Subſervience to 
its common Intereſt, is further ev 
dent from ſuch Scripture-Metaphors ui 
are excellently ſuited thereunto. 


The moſt remarkable of theſe are Th ; 


mirable connexion, harmonious co- open 
tion, complicated Intereſts, and neceſſary} - 


between thoſe that are nearly allied bf f 
natural Conſanguinity ; to which are add 


1 
2 
1 
E 
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ay Branches in or belonging to 4 Vine, 
vith their joynt Reception of nouriſhing 
virtue and Fruitfulneſs from the Root, &c. 
All which, and others that might be na- 
med, are no mean Repreſentations of that 

N neceſſary intercourſe, and conſtant Har- 

mony between the Members of Chr:/?s 
1 Myſtical Body (the Church univerſal;) 
KF wherein their joynt as well as particular 
= Safety , Comfort, and Edification are ſo 

deeply concern'd. There are not only 
common Duties to be diſcharged towards 
all Men as fellow-Mortals, or joynt-Sha- 
ers in the ſame common Nature; but 
alſo more ſpecial Duties in an higher Re- 
lation as Fellow-Chriſtians, Brethren of 
one Celeſtial Family, and Co-heirs to the 


| recommends as hisown delightful Practice, 
without leaving any room to plead exem- 
ption; but to the latter he adds a peculiar 


© fame glorious Hopes: Both which S. Paul gh 


| | Emphaſis, —— As we have therefore opportunity, Gal.s. 10, 


| | let us do good to all Men; eſpecially to thoſe 
ho are the Hoaſhold of Faith. If Nature 
it ſelf (as common Experience teacheth) 
imp! ffectionat 

implants in us a more affectionate concern 
for the welfare of our neareſt Relatives and 


_- 
kind; ſhould not thoſe univerſal, more 
| excellent and durable Obligations, excite 
in all true Chriſtians at leaſt an equal de- 
ö 4 fire 


8 


1 
N 
| 


ſingular Friends, than the reſidue of Man- 


Luk. 20. 
34435430. 


coercive and obliging than what is purely 


the Joys of future Bleſſedneſs (in which i 


vi 
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ſire of, and hearty endeavour to promote, | ge 
each others eternal (not excluding tempo lea 
ral) Happineſs? Is it not as highly reaſon. be 
able that all ſuch ſhould abound in the vi. fot 
ſible Pledges of unfeign'd Love and ten. W. 
der Sympathy during this ſpiritual War w 
fare; ſince their common Safety and Pri. re 
vileges are inſeparable, and their Affinity} co 
as connected to the ſame Head, far mor 


natural? Eſpecially ſince thoſe former va. 
rious Relations will be cancell'd in the A 
Grave, as unworthy to be reckon*d among 


all the dd hie, Sons of the Reſurretti 
on, {hall not only be iozyſznu as the An. 5 5 
gels, but the Sons of God, i. e. by Adopti. N 


on) whereas the latter will then mon ti 


clearly be illuſtrated to perpetuity ? Wha 


can be more ignoble, and unbecorning the 8 
Dignity of Chriſtians (who of all Men O: 
have moſt reaſon to eſteem themſelve le 
non ſibi ſolum natos) than to devote theu © 


Whole Time, Strength, and EndeavourſÞ 


D 
to the Servitude of their private tempo. I C 
v 


ral Intereſts 5 Or perhaps a great part 3 


thereof to the com mon Vices and Cor- Z C 
ruptions of the Times? By ſuch a nar-Þ P 


rowneſs of Spirit and ſupine Careleſsneß I 
the true Luſtre of Chriſtianity hath been O 
greatly obſcur'd, and is in no ſmall Dau- I 
ger 


r 


e 
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r of being totally eclips d. Not the 
2 Member of the Natural Body can 
{ be altogether uſeleſs, but contributes in 


| ſome Degree to the preſervation of the 
| whole : And there are many Duties 


; wherein each individual Chriſtian in their 
reſpective Capacities may promote the 
| common Intereſt of Religion, and be in 


| ſome meaſure ſerviceable to that great 


} Myſtical Body, to which they belong: As 
by Sympathizing with each other in all 
N Afflictions and Sorrows; freely contribu- 
ting to their Neceſſities; animating, aſſiſt- 


ing, and comforting (as far as lies within 
their Sphere) under the various kinds of 


© Calamities incident to the Body and 


Mind; giving private friendly Admoni- 


tions, ſcaſonable Cautions ; and, if need 


be, more ſharp Reprehenſions, under ſuch 
gross Miſdemeanors as either reflect an 
Odium on Chriſtianity in general, or at 
| kaſt endanger the Perſons immediately 


concern'd. A deficiency in theſe and other 
Duties, wherein their common Safety, 


Comfort, and Happineſs are joyntly in- 
volv'd, renders all pretences to Love and 


| Chari altogether unſuitable to that great 


em whom they would be rope. ; 5 
imitate. This, if rightly diſcharg'd, 


one of the beſt Ways of expreſſing 2 
| | Love to God: For (as the holy Pſalmiſt 


EO faith), 
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il 
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Pfal, 16. 2. faith) Our Goodneſs extendeth not to him 
(immediately) but to the Saints, which are the 
Excellent on Earth: Tis theſe that ſtand 
in need of it; and we do not know how 
ſoon Providence may turn the Scale, and 
our Selves want the ſame or greater Con- 
tributions from them. Therefore ſince 
all true Chriſtians are equally embark'd 
on the tempeſtuous Sea of this World, 
{teering their. Courſe to the {ame Haven 
of everlaſting Reit, and have one com- 
mon Enemy, who, by all the varieties of 
Arts and Stratagems, labours to {ink them, 
by a general Shipwrack, into the great 
Abyis of Perdition ; how careful ſhould 
they be not to aggravate the danger of 
their Voyage, by fomenting ſuch private 
Animoſities, as may make them unmind- 
ful of the many Rocks they have to paſs 
by; how ready to encourage and ſupport 
each other, eſpecially as they advance 
nearer to the End of their Hopes; how | th 
deſirous to maintain ſuch ennobling Prin- fir 
Ciples of Love, Feace, and Harmony, as fu 
{hall be common to all that reach the ne 
ſweet Air of the upper Regions! Surely Þ tr 
nothing would more contribute to a ſetled nc 
Tranquility both Civil and Religious; ] de 
which the Duty, as well as Intereſt of fel 
every Chriſtian obliges him to wiſh for. ar 


CHAP. : IK 
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g CHAP. If. 
1 The great Damage accruing to Religion from 
unreaſonable Prejudice and Partiality, ex- 


| preſs'd under two particalars , with juſt 
Reprehenſions. 


Dur if we may now ſhift the 
7 Scenes, and turn from what was in 
© the purer Ages of the Church, and ftill 
| ought to be deſired, to what really is in 


— ET = 


— — 


preſent view ; We {hall find 
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II. That there is too generally either a ſu- 

pine Meg lect of, or unwarrantable ſtrait- 

neſs in, theſe univerſal Duties; to 

he great and almoſt irreparable damage 
f Religion. OS an, 


Though 'tis not altogether unlikely 
that a Diſquiſition of this Nature may at 
© firſt view ſeem ſomewhat harſh, and un- 
| ſuitable to the Charity pleaded for; J hope, 
© nevertheleſs, it will appear to all that are 
truly unprejudiced at leaſt excuſable, if 
not highly neceſſary; whilſt they conſi- 
der that the Reproofs are general, mani- 
＋feſtly attended with an healing Deſign, 
and directed only againſt the Exorbitances 
of every individual Perſon, of what De- 
| mination ſocver. There: 


| Therefore what I would briefly touch 
upon under this Head, as juſtly deſerving 
Reprehenſion, and altogether incongrous 

with the Spirit and Practice of the Primi. 

tive Times; is SS Do 


1. Too fond an Opinion of our own Worth or 
imaginary Attainments, and no leſs Cen. 


ſoriouſneſs in reſpect of others, 


2. Being more zealous to promote the private 
Intereſt and Sentiments of a Party, than 
the common Intereſt of Religion in general, 


Ef 5 12 £ 28 Ns 1 4 ps . Day * 8 2 I 5 2 a 84 ; . ; 2 hd 2 N 5 E REY P SE 0 5 
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But to begin with the Firſt. ; 
Though nothing can be more difin- Þ v 
genuous, or contrary to the Dictates of ; 
right Reaſon, than through an indulg'd Þ h 
Elation of Mind, to think, ſpeak or act 
detractingly of others; yet that nothing is 
more common muſt be readily acknow- d 
ledg'd: And how far Chriſtianity doth ;, 
eſtabliſh and enhance the Laws of reaſon- Þ f 
able Nature, hath been already hinted at. 2 
As an adequate Remedy againſt this great | 
and ſpreading Evil, we find an experi- 
e—nced Apoſtle frequently exhorting to 90 
Rom. 12. humble Thoughts of our ſelves; and to Þ 
1 look more at the Virtues or laudable At- 
chievments of others than our own; to a 


© ** overlook or make charitable Animadver e 
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ſions on the Failures which we may fre- 

quently diſcern abroad, and have always 

a ſpecial Regard to the ſlipperineſs of our 

con ſtanding, with an impartial ſcrutiny Rom. 11. 

E whether the ſame or greater Enormities ** 

be not indulg'd in our own Boſoms ; ever 

bearing in remembrance that community 

E wherein as Fellow Members we all ſtand 

connected to the ſame Head. Nor did his Eph. 4. 15, 

own Practice in any wiſe claſh with his 1s. 

Precepts : For, though it might be truly 

ſaid in reſpect to all thoſe Mental En- 

dowments, whether natural or acquired, 

for which Men are apt to value them- - 

| ſelves, if any had reaſon ſo to do, he more; Phil. 3. 4. 

L tm he willingly poſtpones them all to a 

| lively knowledge of, and conformity to, 

his great Maſter, who was in a way of 

| Eminency meek and lowly in Heart; and not Mat. 11. 

| only Styles himſelf by an inexpreflible 29. 

- diminution Ne He- Taylor Tay dyinr, ( leſs Eph. 3. 8. 

than the leaſt of all Saints) but ſeverely re- | 

| prehends the haughty and turbulent Spi- 

rits of his own Converts in the Church of 

Corinth, for their cenſorious Jarrings; 1 Cor. 3. 
as alſo the forward Galatians for the ſame 3.44. 
degeneracy and narrowyneſs of Spirit after 


ga laudable Beginning. But, to come yet 5 
| 3 1 Gal. 3. 1, 
nearer to the Point: As well thoſe ſeaſon- 2,3. 

able reprehenſive Cautions, as the many 5 dh.). ver. 

| excellent Precepts and Exhortations of our 


hleſſed 


92 Chriſtianity the Great 
Bleſſed Saviour to Meekneſs , Sympathy, 
. and Charity, from the moſt plain and fa- 
Jak. 10 miliar Parables (Jg. of the good Samaritan, 
Nat. 18.2) the compaſſionate Creditor , the neglected 
heam in that officious Eye whom the leaſt 
Mat. 5 2, Mote in it's Brother's cannot eſcape) will, 
7 75 ; * 1 
4, 5. to any impartial conſiderer, ſeem very ill 
beſtow'd upon an ungrateful World; 
ſince not only the moſt looſe and profli- 
gate, but reform'd parts of it, appear ſo 
little influenced thereby. How greedily will 
too too many watch for the failings of 
others; not with a Brotherly compaſſion 
to ſpread a Veil over, but expoſe them 
with the higheſt aggravation, that they 
may the more plauſibly juſtify themſelves 
in far greater irregularities! They will 
not ſtick to ſearch and lay open their 
Wounds to the uttermoſt; but then the 
yl and Wine are wanting: They have no 
deſign to heal, but render them the more 
incurable ! Whilſt Pride and Vanity bear 
ſway, it's no wonder if we deſcend not 
ſo low as to take an impartial View of our 
Selves ; but have need to learn that good 
old Precept Tro% o:au/%y, to balance the 
towring thoughts of our own 1magin'd at- 
tainments. For, did we frequently and with 
due ſeriouſneſs reflect on the many imper- 
fections ſecretly lurking in our Breaſts, 
we ſhauld not be ſo Eagle-ey'd to find 
WO out 
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out and and aggravate the Deformities of 
our Fellow-Brethren. To this unaccount- 
able Folly and Inhumanity, the evident 
Decays of true Primitive Piety and Cha- 
rity, may in a great meaſure be afſign'd :; 
But there is yet a farther Step, at leaſt 
_ equally dangerous, vis. 5 


. As N ann 
. ]¹·¹ , ͥ— IIS 


2. Being more zealous to ſerve the private 
Intereſt and Sentiments of a Party, than 
the common or general intereſt of Reli- 
gion. 


CENTER r 5 r 
2 9 9 yr. * * 8 


This, as complicated with the former, 
may perhaps upon impartial Search be 
found the principal Cauſe of that Morbid 
State, under which Reformed Chriſtendom 
labours at this day: And none of the leaſt 
Reaſons why it hath been ſo Chronical, 
notwithſtanding the many Endeavours 
us'd to heal and remove it, may be the 
general proneneſs of all Perſons to evade 
the charge themſelves, and fix it upon 
others, inſtead of ſuch a laudable ſuſpici- 
on as we read of in the innocent Eleven 
—ls it — Whilſt we have deſervedly t. 26 
caſt off the Romiſh Uſurper, with all his 2. 
infallible Pretences, tis neceſſary that we 
retain not any thing proportionable in 
our own Boſoms ; leſt, like that Monſter 
of Deformity, we exchange the very 
5 5 Etſſence 


94 


Luk.2.1 


Chriſtianity the Great 


| Efſence of Religion for an empty Name, 


or take up with a ſpecious Shew of 


worldly Pageantry, inſtead of that beau- 


tiful Aſpe& and native Simplicity which, 
as a choice Diadem, adorn'd the Church 
through ſome of the firſt Centuries. But 
to take a ſerious view of that unreaſon- 


able Prejudice, Alienation, and Partiality 


now every where predominant amon 


(not Atheiſts, or Infidels, but) thoſe that 


profeſs the ſame Goſpel of Peace and Re- 
conciliation, and agree in the Fundamen- 
tal Points of its Doctrine and Faith, is 
indeed matter both of the greateſt aſto- 
niſhment and grief. Such mutual Love, 


univerſal Charity, and amicable Deport- 


ment as are not only conſonant to Na- 


ture, but with an enhancing Brightneſs 


recommended and indiſpenſably enjoyn'd 


** 


22 Precepts of Chriſtianity, ſeem, like 
the feign'd Aſtræa, to have left our Orb; 


and to be ſucceeded by an endleſs Chain 


of bitter Invectives, ſecret Animoſities, 
uncharitable Cenſures, and fruitleſs Con- 
troverſies. Thus the delectable Sound of 
the Bleſſed Goſpel (a far greater Treaſure 
than all the accumulated Riches and Glo- 


ry of this World) whoſe happy Deſign, 


we dare credit the Teſtimony of thoſe 
winged Heralds, the heavenly Choriſters, 
was Peace on Earth, and gooa Will towards 
3 | Men, 


a 
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| Men, hath been made to appear with a 
| contrary Aſpect, and its ſubtle Antichri- 
ſtian Adverſary, under the plauſible Mask 
| of an exorbitant Zeal for gaining Proſe- 
lytes to each differing Party, in a great Mea- 
| {ure obſtructed the happy Progreſs, and 
| gracious Ends thereof. Thus the Hol 
| Scriptures of unqeſtionable Verity, thoug 
in their own Nature, Scope, and Deſign, 
truly harmonious, have been made to 
| ſpeak as many differing Languages as there 
| have been Diverſities of Opinions ſtarted 
in the World; yet all this while the ge- 
E nuine reconciling tendency of them little 
# apprehended or ſought after. Nor is it 
to be much wondred at: For whilſt the 
| warmth of miſguided Zeal, like a feveriſh 
Ferment in the Body Myſtical, carries us 
beyond the due Bounds of Chriſtian Cha- 
| rity and Moderation, how eafily do we 
| overlook ſome of the moſt Eſſential Duties 
if they ſeem repugnant to our private In- 
| tereſts, diſorder'd Paſſions, or ſiniſter 
Ends: And therein unwarily gratify the 
| Old Deceiver, our common Antagoniſt, 
| who not a little hugs himſelf behind the 
Curtain to ſee Chriſtians fo far cajoPd, 
and his own countermining Ends more 
| ſucceſsfully carry'd on than in his former 
| Dragon-like Shape of perſecuting Vio- 
| lence. Certainly nothing ſtrikes ſo much 
| at 
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ob Chriſtianity the Great 
at the Vitals of Religion, or ſo greatly ex 
poſes our tender Vines to become the Prey 
Cant. 2.16. of devouring Foxes ( 3 many Romijh 
Emiſſaries cunningly diſpers'd , and ſe. 

cretly lurking within our own Borders) 
as this pernicious and unaccountable Fol. 
ly. This is one of the laſt Subrerfuges 
by which the Man of Sin moſt artificially 
_ endeavours to perpetuate his dark King- 
dom and Intereſt in the Chriſtian World, 
after thoſe many Foils he hath receiv'd 
in all the Varieties of his former Methods. 
Hereby the Church's moſt flouriſhing 
Philadelphian State (i. e. of Brotherly Love) 
ſo highly commended in the Apocalypſe; 
is not only in great danger of being to- 
tally loſt ; but, as a neceſſary conſequent, 
the Life and Purity of Religion inſenſibly 
impair'd, and in equal danger of dwind- 
ling away, till at laſt wholly ſwallowed 
in that deplorable Laoaicean Poverty cha- 
racteriz d at large with many ſeaſonable 
Cautions in the fame Prophetick Writings, 
What can more infringe the common 
Bond of Union, Love, and Charity, which 
ought to be among all true Chriſtians, 
than ſuch a partial Narrownefs of Spirit 
as too too many are {way*d by, who look 
upon the diſcriminating Badge of a par- 
ticular Perſuaſion as the Ne plus ultra 
both of Chriſtian and Civil Converſe ; or 


16 


Fs 
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if ſometimes they will vouchſafe to ex- 
ceed in the latter, tis very rarely with ſuch 
an affectionate freedom as is uſual within 

their own Incloſure! And if Religious 
Sentiments in ſome of the leſſer things, 
which to a more adult conſiderer may ap- 
pear indifferent; are but exactly quadrate, 

| a plauſible Varniſh is ſeldom wanting to 
cover the groſſeſt failures (/c. Spiritual 
Pride, Oſtentation, Partiality, &c.) whilſt 
the leaſt Blemiſh in others of a more lau- 
dable Temper is always view'd with a 
| magnifying Eye! Should any of the An- 
client Moraliſts once more Mount the 
Stage of this World, {urely nothing 
would ſo much deter them from em- 

| bracing the Chriſtian Faith, as the many 
Feuds and unhappy Jarrs among its Pro- 
feſſors; which ſeem to ſubvert the very 
Principles of Humanity, inſtead of eſta- 
| bliſhing them on a more excellent Baſis, 
is therefore at leaſt high Time to lay 

| aſide all private Animoſities, raſh Cen- 
ſures, and unreaſonable Diſputes ; where- 
in ſome have too much imitated the - * 
Abyuſſa in the Olympick Games, by their 

| reſolute ſtriving for Maſtery : And in- 
| ſtead of thinking it a Diſhonour to yield 
or recede in any meaſure from their for- 
tify'd Opinions in Things acknowledg'd 
to be only circumſtantial, 'twere well if 
Fo OS all 
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Chriſtianity the Great 
all differing Parties were rather emulous 
which ſhould ſet the firſt Step towards I an 
an hearty Reconciliation : And if it can- Þ cot 
not be in Opinion and Practice, yet at Ho 
leaſt in all ſuch enlarged intercourſes of deſ 
Love as are ſuitable to the Dignity of ten 
their Profeſſion, and the belt Expe- Þ jun 
dient for their common Intereſt and nei 
Safety. oO | ba 


But this being too unpleaſant a Theme pea 
to dwell long upon, J paſs it by the more Þ tha 
abruptly, and proceed to the third thing {elf 

propos'd, vi. „„ — 


1 — en. _ —_— * 8 — 
. — * N 


En * 
Probable Expedients for compoſing preſent | | 
| Differences , Strengthening the Intereſt, ¶ furt 
And anſwering the happy Ends of Religion, I wel 
in Three particulars. SE | Ru 


3. TO conſider how ſuch an happy and 

 aefirable Accommodation may be 
beſt effected ; the general Safety, Peace, 
and Welfare of Religion ſecur d; and 
all its bleſſea Ends more effectually an- | 
ſmer' d. 8 ts - 


Theſe I are 


1 
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ſtants, but more eſpecially by ſuch as 
would be thought Well-wiſhers to the 
Peace of Tjon, and have a due eſteem of 
that pure Religion, dearer than Life it 


| ſelf : ſo they claim the ſincere Endeavours 


and ready Contributions of every indivi- 
dual Perſon, according to his reſpective 
Station and Capacity: And then the ſuc- 
ceſs is not to be deſpair'd of 


For Direction herein we need go no 


further than that comprehenſive and 
well known, but too much neglected, 
N Rule, viz. 


Unity in things neceſſary ; 
Liberty in things indifferent ; 
Charity in both. Fs 


But, to conſider this a little more di- 


| indtly. 


1. Unity in things neceſſary.) By theſe 


are underſtood the Eſſentials of all true 


H 2 Rel 


6. Es. ” 
Din Bf = 


= 5 _ — = ©; — 5 
— —— — I — 


* 1. 
4 
6 1 
95 * 
. 0 l 
| 15 * 2 4 
= vo, | 
* 9 4 
\ AN 

. 1 

OW, . 
+ 1. 

nen 
194 N. ks 

. J i 

1 TT 
IG Ie; 

9 
A. 

* 4 * L 

[ gt 1 
1 6 "Rt 
* 1 * f 
15 WH 1 

$1064 
, 0 | di 

; 19% 
1 bs | Pt | 
of p 

141 IN 
KAT | 
4 0 [1 1 2565 

l. W 
HURT? UW, 
1 mY 90 

N ol 
"Uh N 
4 Mi 10 N 
WW 13 © ik 
: * 1 a ” 
34817 IR 
TL 
$0014 
e BY 
e 08 

"4 

i 
Ne, 
Nn 
1 
nr 
Eine 
ee 
n 
N. * 

{A 1 4 1 | oft 
nt 1 5 
$$ N 
e | 
2 10 [ 

Wy 
IN. 10ACEA 
Boo. Rid 11% 
een 
Ly 10% it * 

RIS: HT 
þ Aer. ib, 

1 WI 1 
1 . oh 
nnn 
» 14 1 F 1 J 
v4 4 Mts | 4 
Ws 
Wk: 
4% av 

14 . 

* 

1 Via jM 
167 1/49 14 
WL £4 1 
e 
p WW ot " of 

Nie 
A 4 * if" 
{468 6 
e \ 
"WHERE! 0 
. IS | 4 
1 1,07 
1 {44 1 
14" I 
n * if 1 
7 q . 
4 * EA. 
+ ＋ N 
n 

1 4 *,7 
11 Shit 
e . . it 

4 jt * n. 

Men 

ine 
* „ 

1 4 
1 AM hee 36 
eig 
one 
. . Wi 
» 114 V7 D. 
PI 1 7 + ww 
tt $5 
1 * N . 

4 3 * 
. N 
5 W408 0 
e { 

th. Wii. 

NY 

Ad] a. 1 
"AT 1/444 4 
1 — 1 i? 
4% uh 1 wt 
J ien 
| „ "ny 

34 8441 QT 
7 A * 

4% Lads” 
44.5: 4 it . 

1 
_ KF 
Fa 

1 ee 
Don 
ih hi n 
110 

N 1 . 

* 1 

af "4 7 
Pi hs 1 

„l 
rr 
4 R 48 

N 

en 
Nn, 
ee 

* le 

y bs 7 04 19 

Ne 
[TY EY M 
Nee 
4 KM F 
2g Fi 
Nan 
4 15 
my! 
. 
1 
Wl 
SQ 
11 1 
6 19 
M. k 
4 } ; 
e 
750% 
1 \ 
4 6 
1 11 
ar 

Wien 

ME 

"ps * 

1 

ne 

Ii 

1 * 
Lb 
* (l 
Li 
* 


* 
WAITE 


3 
7 


Chriſtianity the Great 


Religion : Not only Natural ; ſuch as a 
general Belief of the Divine Being, Wil- 
dom, Power, Providence, &c. That Ado- 
ration and Praiſe are due from all rea- 


2 ſonable Creatures * to the ſupreme Au- 


Rs, +7 thor of their Being and Preſervation, as 
vag the only Center of Bleſſedneſs, &c. but 


ee, alſo, and indeed chiefly, thoſe Funda- 


Tols Je : 5 
Suoias, mental and Indubitable Principles of the 


Porphyr. Chriſtian Religion, fo clearly aſſerted in, 


4c AM: and eſtabliſhed on the Authority of Holy 


27. Writ; ſuch as, A firm Belief of the glo- 
rious and incomprehenſible Trinity; the 
 Hypoſtatical Union, or ineffable Subſiſtence 

of the two Natures in Chriſt's Perſon ; 

his compleat, Expiatory and Propitiatory 
Sacrifice, as the procuring Caule and on- 

ly Mediam of our Peace with, accels to, 

and acceptation from God ; Juſtification 
through him alone; The Neceſſity of 
univerſal Holineſs, through Sanctification 

of the bleſſed Spirit; Sincere Obedience 

to all his excellent Precepts enjoyn'd, as 

Sole Purchaſer, Abſolute Head, and Right- 

ful Governor of the Church, &c. As theſe, 

and more eſpecially ſome of them, are in- 
finitely above the Sphere of Reaſon; 10 
they may not be in any meaſure debaſed 

: Cor. 1. by ſtooping to ſo mean a Teſt : To que- 
15,2-,2t. ſtion them and perſiſt therein, is to {trike 
at the Veracity, Wiſdom, and Faithful 

| | | NC 


neſs of God, and at once overthrow both 
the Holy Scriptures, and our Title to Sal- 
vation. If any will be thus audacious 
(as indeed too many are in theſe extremely 
Atheiſtical Times, to the aſtoniſhment and 
grief of all good Chriſtians) by endea- 


vouring a ſubverſion of thoſe ancient Pil- prov. 9.1. 


lars, and ſure Foundation-Work, laid by 2 Tim. 2. 
the great Omnipotent Architect, whoſe '”* 
Wiſdom, Counſels, and Ways, as well as 
Eſſence, are unſearchable, or an innovation Rom. xx, 
of their own inconſiſtent Mpotheſes; they 33» 34. 
are ſuch as S. Paul gives earneſt Cautions 


againſt and fo amply deſcribes being Col 2. 8, 


| ſpoiled through Philoſophy and vain deceit.— 18, 19. 
puff*d up in their 10 ly Minds — and not 

| holding the Head —&c. and in as much 

as their main Drift, or principal aim, is 

to ſeduce others by their new-tangled Sy- 
ſtemes, they neceſſarily fall under the ſame 

| Apoſtle's repeated Anathema, which he ſo 

| heartily denounces againſt all that ſhould 

| endeavour to ſubvert the eftabliſh'd Do- 


| ctrine and Faith of the bleſſed Goſpel. To Gal. 1.8, . 


| ſtem this ſo poyſonous a Current, and on 

all ſeaſonable Occaſions to contend earneſt- 

ly for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, Jud. s ver. 
is perhaps a more general and indiſpenſa- 

ble Duty than vulgarly thought. If any 
Rival by ſecret Craft or more open Pra- 

| Qtices, doth but ſeem to puſh at our Free- 

: ER © 
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__ Chriſtzanity the Great 
hold Eſtates or other temporal Rights, we 
are ſoon rouz'd from a Gallio-like indiffer. 
ency, and forward enough to diſpute the 

65 Title: But in theſe greater Things, which 
have been formerly thought dearer than 
all other Enjoyments, how many can ſee 
the higheſt indignities, the boldeſt Uſur- 
pations and the greateſt Sacrilege, with a 

ſeeming unconcernedneſs in reſpect to the 
common Intereſt of Religion, though, 

*tis to be hoped, not without a private Be- 

teſtation : And whether the unprecedented 

Growth of Atheiſm, Immorality , and 
Fundamental Errors in the years lately 

paſs'd be not in a great meaſure owing 

to ſuch profound Careleſsneſs and unwar- 

rantable Silence in the better ſort, is left 

to every ſerious Conſiderer. The Endea- 

vours implicitely ſuggeſted as neceſſary at 

ſuch a Juncture, are either towards the 

Perſons erring,to reduce them, if poſſible, 

to a more conſiderate Frame, that they 

Jud. 23 may be pluck'd as Brands out of the Fire: 

ver. Or towards others, that being ſeaſon'd 
with early Caution they may be duly af 

tected with the danger and avoid it. II 

the former after ſharp Rebuke and friend- 

ly admonition appear incorrigible, like 
caſe-hardned Vaſſals of Satan, conſign'd 
over to the bottomleſs Pit; and if but few 
of the latter will kearken or be inſtructed, 
SM _never- 
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nevertheleſs a Chriſtian Duty is diſcharg'd 

to both, and the guilt muſt lie on their 

own Heads. As to what may concern the 

Civil Magiſtrate for ſuppreſſing Blaſphe- 

mous Libels, and Diſputes of the ſame 
tendency, I ſhall not preſume to make any 
incurſion into that Province, further than 

to wiſh that the wholeſome Laws on that 
behalf might come oftner into remem- 
brance, or, if defective, that better might 

be ſubſtituted. After S. Paul had given an 

high Eulogy of that publick Spirit in e. 
Timothy for promoting the common Intereſt 

of the Goſpel, he adds a very ſad Character 

| ofthe Reſt, and the rather conſidering thoſe 
early days All ſeek their omn; none the things Phil. 2.19, 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Though tis to be hop'd there 2 21. 
was a Synechdoche here intended; yet how 

much more exprelly it may be applied to ils! 
our preſent Times, is very fad to conſider. Wo! 
There is, at leaſt, forwardneſs enough in 1 
Chriſtians to ſeek the Riches and Pleaſures 

of this World, as alſo thoſe Things in a Re- 

ligious reſpect which tend to the advancing 

of private Intereſts : But as to the general 

growth of Chriſtianity, and furthering the 

bleſſed Ends thereof by ſuch Methods as 

tend to Peace, Brotherly Love, Charity, 
Progreſſive Holineſs, &. theſe are the un- 
trodden Paths of Yon which the Prophet 

| complains---None, (that is very few) ſeek jer. 30.17. 
alter. 5 1 l... 


. 
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namium u- intercourſes of Love) 


d Ne. 


2. Liberty in things indifferent. By 
theſe are uſually underſtood ſuch as relate 
to Order and Diſcipline; ſuppoſing an 
agreement in all things Fundamentally 
neceſſary. And tho? herein tis greatly to 
be wiſh'd that all Chriſtians were or could 
be unanimous; for the better adorning 
of that holy Religion ſo excellently ſuited 
to the Welfare of Mankind, both Tem- 
poral and Eternal: Vet ſince the Records 
of many Hundred years paſt, as well 
as the experience of our own Times, are 
a ſufficient Conviction that ſo great an 

Happineſs is not only very improbable, 
but that all the coercive Methods former- 
ly us'd in order thereunto have prov'd in- 
effectual, or rather widen'd thoſe Breaches 
which they were delign'd to heal; the 

Wiſdom of our Superiours hath inclin'd 
them to more gentle and obliging Steps, 
as better adapted both to the Peaceable 
Scope of Chriſtanity, and promotion of a 

Common Temporal Intereſt. And 1 
hope *tis a Truth now almoſt generally 

* 0pinio- OWn'd, * That Chriſtian Unity (i. e. in 


mum Varic- all the Eſſentials of Religion, and mutual 


OW is not inconſiſtent 
nites non with diverſity of Opinions in things Ci 
12 cumſtantial. Nor is it much more to 
expected that all Men will ever come to 
the ſame Reliſh of every thing that con- 
| Cerns 
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cerns their Spiritual Food, than that their 
Palates ſhall exactly jump together in the 
choice of what is Natural; tho? *tis poſſi- 
ble to be {way'd by too much curioſity in 
both. Man is a thinking Creature, and 

| nothing more grates him than to be denied 
Liberty of chooſing for himſelf; eſpeci- 
| ally in thoſe things which concern his 
| Everlaſting Welfare. If herein his Choice 
| and Deportment be truly Laudable, and 
| anſwering the general Directions of 
Chriſtianity , offering violence thereto 
| may eaſily ſet him at an irreconcilable 
| diſtance : Or if through Fear a ſeeming 
compliance ſhould enſue, as *tis ſeldom or 
| never Cordial, ſo tis uſually attended with 
W ſecret Animoſity and Regret. Through 
| Divine Providence it's otherwiſe with us; 
ſo that Arguments of this kind may ſeem 
| altogether needleſs within our Confines, 
or at leaſt not to be enumerated: And how 
| exceedingly our Suffering Proteſtant Bre- 
| thren in Foreign Parts would rejoice to 
| ſhare in ſuch a Priviledge, is not difficult 
to imagine: As their intenſe Sorrows and 
| daily Groans, like thoſe of the oppreſſed 
| Iſraelites in Egyptian Servitude, now reach 
to Heaven; ſo they ought to pierce our 
Hearts with the tendereſt Sympathy, and 
| excite our utmoſt Supplications for their 
| Deliverance. Since therefore none can 
I 1 : here 
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here plead the want of external Advanta. 


ges to promote the growth of Religion 


with all its happy Concomitants, it muſt 


highly concern all Chriſtian Societies, and 


in them every individual Perſon, as they 
will anſwer the Neglect hereafter, to con- 
tribute as much as poſſible thereunto 
And that will beſt appear in ſuch enlarg'd 
Affections as have a greater Reſpect to the 
Inviſible univerſal Church, than to any 
particular Form, Party, or Opinion : For 
whilſt theſe are reſolutely made the Stan- 


dard of Truth, 'tis no wonder if the 


Concluſions are partial and highly difin- 
genuous. They who truly poſſeſs the 
Eſſence of Religion, and hold the Unity 
of the Faith in all things Fundamentally 
neceſſary, manifeſting it alſo in the out- 
ward Converſation by Righteouſneſs of 
Life, ſhould endeavour, ſo far as in them 
lies, to preſerve the Band of Peace; and as 
fellow Brethren, or Coheirs of the ſame 
Heavenly Inheritance (wherein all pre. 
ſent Animoſities and difference of Opini- 
ons about the leſſer things ſhall Eternally 
_ ceaſe) be very careful, according to Je 


Gen. 45. eps ſeaſonable Precaution, that they fal 


24. 


not out by the Way. Such an improve. 
ment of their Time and Talents not only 
ſeems beſt ſuited to the happy Ends of the 


Goſpel, but molt likely to afford a joyful 
Fe 5 Ac- 
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Account when the whole Stewardſhip 
ſhall be enquir'd into. Then all ſuch as 
have ſtood faithfully por their Watch, Mat. 24. 
and been ſteadily employ'd in animating, 42,44,45, 
comforting and aſſiſting (not 1 $9. 
quarelling with) heir fellow Servants, ſhall v. 49, 50. 
be receiv'd, as ſpecial Favourites, into 
the Joy of their Lord. By ſuch a De- Mat. 25. 
| portment the very Names of Diſtinction 21, 23. 
would be either gradually laid aſide, or 
| not made uſe of (as they now are too 
| much) for the cheriſhing of Prejudice 
| and Alienation. St. Faul, as one well _ 
| acquainted with the ſleights of Satan, © 
leaves a very appoſite Direction for the 
right uſe of Liberty (whether conſider'd 
in oppoſition to Legal Bondage or Perſo- 
nal Confinement) Brethren, ye have been 
call d unto Liberty; only uſe it not as an 
Occaſion to the Fleſh, Li. e. either to a com- 
| pliance with the diſſolute Practices of the 
| World, or to ſuch Contentions and Ani- 
moſities among your ſelves as evidently 
denote a Carnal Principle] bat by Love 
| ſerve one another. Such an humble and 
| diſcreet improvement of the preſent Li- 
berty would beſt anſwer it's Ends, and 
help to ſtrengthen the Reformed Intereſt 
in general, at this dangerous juncture, 
ſince Unanimity in leſſer things is not to 
be expected. To put others the more in 
EC. min 
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mind of their Duty, the ſame great 
Apoſtle frequently enforces his Exhortati- 
ons from his own-praCtical Example; and 
whielſt he obſerv'd ſome to be very parti- 
ally buſi'd in applauding their particular 
Societies, even to Strife, Alienation and 


1 Cor. 3. Cenſorious Diſputes, and others willing to 
34 join the Moſaical Rights to Chriſtianity, 


1.11%, the main point which he drove at, and 
Ppirofeſſedly directed all his Endeavours to, 
Was, that himſelf and others might ſteadi. 
Rom. 14.9 I/ follow thoſe things which tend to Peact 
and mutual Edification. Such a pious and 
truly Chriſtian Principle of Univerſal 
Love, tender Sympathy and readineſs to 
do good in their reſpective Stations, is the 
Sacred Ligament diſpers'd through all the 
Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, and 
the higheſt Badg of Honour or Aſſimi- 
lation e him that they can appear with in 
this World. But hereof more in the 

next Conſideration, ig. 
3. Charity in both. No wonder that the 
{ame Learned Apoſtle, after a large Com- 
1 Cor. 13. Pariſon of the three Cardinal Vertues in 
2,34 5 their Natures, Confequents and Duratt- 
T on, gives this the preference with the 
1 Pet. 1.4, higheſt advantage imaginable : Being no 
leſs than a lively and indelible impreſſion 
or participation of the Divine Likenels; 
by which the Soul and its Faculties be. 
| COme 
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come truly extricated from the manifold 
| Enormities of fallen Nature (whereinto, 
| as ſharers of that common loſs, they were 
ſunk in a degree beyond the Bruit Crea- 
tures) and, tho? at preſent not wholly 
| freed from the Dreggs of Corruption, 
do yet make the neareſt approaches to- 
| wards the immoveable Center of Bleſſed- 
neſs. This imparts the greateſt Luſtre to 
all our endowments, whether Moral or 
Spiritual, inſomuch that without it they 
| appear but as a lifeleſs Carkaſs, or an 
empty inſignificant Sound, 7. e. of no 
real intrinſick Value, tho? never ſo much 
beautified with a Gawdy Superficies. As _ 
neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion can * 
| avail any thing without ſuch Faith as worketh 
| by Love: So neither this or that Opinion, 
nor any external Priviledges or Attain- 
ments, can Recommend us to Divine ac- 
ceptation, whilſt we willingly remain 
| Strangers to the Life of Faith, and Cha- 
| rity, it's inſeparable Concomitant, That 
this Duty, tho? univerſally extenſive, ad- 
| mits of Degrees; either reſpecting the 
| whole Mais of Mankind as partakers 
of the ſame common Nature and the Mi- 
ſeries thereof, together with the enlarged. 
WF Tenders of Reconciliation, or in a more 
-W ſpecial manner thoſe who viſibly appear 
the Subjects of ſuch Grace and SFO, 
1 1 3 5 | muſt 


1Cox. 12.1 
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muſt be readily acknowledged. In the I St: 
former Senſe, our Thoughts ought to be dr 
alwaies humble, candid , compaſſionate, I Fi; 

and free from judging; as our Saviour's iſ 4 
Mat. 7. 1. ſtrict Prohibition, and Emphatical Para- H. 
2 of the cenſorious Phariſee, do eafi- ¶ pre 
. ly ſuggeſt: But the latter calls for IM 

the nobleſt inſtances of Affection and I 77 
Sympathy, which our Natures are capa- hie 
ble of; even if need be, to the voluntary OP! 
1 John 3. hazard of Life it ſelf. With what Eulo- I thi 
16. gies St. John throughout his firſt Epiſtle I (tt 
ecxtols this ennobling Principle of Divine I Dil 
Love, as the main Ingredient to Evangi- par 

| lical Obedience, is ſo obvious to all who our 
converſe with thoſe Excellent Writings, 

that they need not a particular Recitation, 
Charity was his darling Subject and moſt 
delightful Theme; in ſo much that when 

the Infirmities of extream Age had wholly 
incapacitated him for larger Publick Ex- 
ercies, he would (as Church Hiſtory in- 

forms us) ſtill frequent the Chriſtian So- 

cieties, and leave with them an 'aya73;; 
iis, i. e. Love one another. It's no 
difficult thing to make a ſair Blaze in the 
World by the Lamp of external Profeſſi- 

on, and in the erronious judgment there- 

of to be rank'd among the wiſe Virgins: 

But when we come at laſt to paſs through 
Jordan, and be Tranſlated into a future 
. State, 


— 
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State, that ſuperficial Covering will ſoon 
drop off, and prove no better than the 
Figg leav d Ornament of our firſt Parents; 
all things ſhall appear naked and bare, and our 
Hopes of admiſſion into the Bridegroom's 

| preſence proportion'd to the Stoch of Oil 
in our Veſſels, i. e. real Goodneſs and Cha- 
rity which we poſſeſs: Therefore how 
highly it concerns us whileſt time and 
| opportunity laſts, to inveſt our ſelves with 
this one thing neceflary, need not be In- 

| ited on. Inſtead of ſuffering any ſmall 
| Differences in Opinion about the exteriour 
parts of Religious Worſhip to ſuperſede 
our Charity (which above all things we are Col. 3. 14. 
deſir d to put on) ſhall we not rather follow s- ö 
that wholſome advice of bearing with one Eph. 4. 2, 
another in Love, and endeavour, what in 3 4 
us lies, to preſerve the Unity 0 the Spirit 

in the Bond of Peace? Surely nothing 

would more contribute to a Temporal as 

well as Eternal Happineſs, and the reſtor- 

ling of an Univerſal Harmony in the 
[Chriſtian World; nothing ſo conducive. 

to the Common Intereſt of Reform'd 
Religion, and a fettled Tranquility 

both in Church and State, or ſo great a 
Bulwark againſt the innumerable Strata- 

gems of it's profeſſed Enemies; nothing 

more ſuitable to the reconciling Scope and 

bleſſed Ends of Chriſtianity, or more be- 
51 3 CON 
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coming thoſe who would at laſt be mad: 
(according to the Apoſtle's Phraſe) 
Eph. 2.19. ZH Fellow-Citizens of the New Je. 
Rev-22.2» ruſalem, Whoſe Golden Streets, like Kin 
21 Solomon's Typical Chariot, ſhall be intire) 
_ Cant-3.10 Paved with Love. The chief Scope of all 
1 Divine Precepts (if we dare credit the 
Teſtimony of St. Paul) is Charity proceed. 
ing from a pure Heart: Therefore in 
all our Building it greatly behoves us to 
look well to the Ground Work; that we 
want not this Eſſential Principle, which, 
like Spiritual Salt, is ſo neceſſary to ſeaſon 
our whole Converſation. Perhaps it may 
be cenſur'd as too mean and ſordid by the 
towering Wits of an Atheiſtical Ape; 
ſince the raſhneſs and malice of ſome hath 
not {tuck to Condemn as | avacd]dcavl:s 5 
Acts 17.6 bu turners of the World upſide down, 
c.22.v-22. Perſons unfit to live, or, in the Phraſe of 
++" 5 that bold Orator, 4 very Plague— [For 
1 Evezls; ſo the Original imports] thoſe who will 
28 Ping cer tainly at laſt be found the [*Erelivoon}] 
7315 ve true Peace makers, to whom our Saviour 
». annexes a Bleſſing; the Excellent on Earth; 
at 5. 9. numbred among thoſe Jewels whom God 
Mal. 3. 17. hath promiſed 70 gather and make ap, and 
2Cor.4.17 for whom he hath reſerved 4 far more 
exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory. 
From what hath been thus humbly 
offer'd on the laſt Head, reſpecting our 
. fellow 
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Fellow Chriſtians, it may in ſome meaſure 
appear, That the Genuine tendency of 
the Bleſſed Goſpel is to repair the vaſt 
Breaches of Humane Nature ; and that 
with an unſpeakable Advantage, by ſuper- 
inducing a more excellent Frame agreea- 
ble to the Divine Will, in order to the 
Eſtabliſhment of Peace on Earth and good 
Will both towards and among Men, as the 
only Qualification for giving Glory to God 
in the higheſt, which will be their ultimate 
Felicity: That theſe deſirable Ends have 
been and are very much obſtructed whileſt 
either Prejudice of Education, over-much 
| Curioſity, or unreaſonable Partiality , in- 
cline us to have a greater eſteem for any 
| private Sentiments than the Subſtance or 
Eſſential Parts of Chriſtianity, expreſs'd 
by ſoundneſs of Faith, and integrity of 
Life; and that the Common Bond of uni- 
verſal Charity, including a mutual inter- 
courſe of all other Chriſtian Duties, is 
one of the beſt Expedients to cure theſe 
unhappy Maladies, to eſtabliſh Peace and 
Truth in our Borders, and conſequently 
reſtore the ancient Beauty of that Pure Re- 
ligion ſo infinitely tranſcending all other 
empty appearances 1n the World. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Man's Civil Capacity Examin'd, under two 
Heads, 1. Government, 2. Subjection. 
The Divine Origin, Neceſſity and Enas of 
Civil Government. The Excellency of 
our own Conſtitution, and great happineſs 
of the Body Politick under the Conduct of 
it's preſent Head. 


Fter a brief Deſcant, according to 
the inverted Order, on the Spiritual 
_ Capacity of Man, the next which occurrs 
to be conſidered is his C:vil or Political: In 
Handling whereof, as alſo the Moral part 
yet remaining, I ſhall endeavour the ut- 
moſt Brevity imaginable, and the rather 
becauſe both theſe are complicated with, 
or do neceſſarily ſpring from the Former ; 
tho” either of them be a ſufficient Subject 
for a large diſcourſm. 5 
And here we might enumerate the many 
differing Stations of humane Life; al! 
which, upon ſtrict enquiry, come within 
reach of the preſent Argument: as alſo 
ealily demonſtrate that an induſtrious 
diſcharge of common or more ſpecial 
Duties in every one of theſe, doth, in 
ſubordination to Divine Providence, not a ther: 
 Uttle contribute to the general Happineſs, lid 
e e e. 
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Preſervation and Harmony of the World, 
during that heavy Burthen of Diſorder 
under which it groans; that all regular 
Society, or whatſoever is conducive to a 
Temporal well-being, hath its neceſſary 
depeffdance thereon : That hereby lapſed 
Mankind do in ſome meaſure advance to- 
wards that priſtine Dignity wherewith 
Adam was inveſted in his State of Inno- 
cence, as the alloted Governour of this 
habitable World; whileſt they act 
faithfully in ſubſervience to 3 
the * Second Adam - Who Dicitur relle Secundus 
is the Reſtorer of all things, dad Incarnationem; prior 
Wand the Corner Stone by ram „ pro 
which they are upheld : «ft cuiq; Namre create, five 
That the moſt exalted Sta- fle Angilten. | 
1 | 3 IIe - dens Ni- 
tions have proportionable gros. Col. 1. 15. 
r 7: 
one are ſo mean or deſpicable but they 
may, and ought to contribute ſomething 
owards a Publick Good, having the real 
advantages of a greater Immunity from 
lliſtracting Fears and Dangers: And that 
ontentation with the particular allot- 
ments of Providence, in a diligent Ule of 
he beſt Endeavours, as it Naturally tends 
0 Peace and Concord, in reſpect of 
thers, ſo it never fails to reflect the moſt 
oid Comforts on it's Poſſeſſor. = 


L6 But 
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But waving many Particulars, which 
might not have ſeem'd impertinent, I ſhall 
confine my ſelf to ſome few Hints that 
readily occur from theſe Two General 
Heads. vi. _ 1 


= 
I. Government. 


II. Sabjection. 


To begin with the former: 

God Almighty, the inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain of Juſtice, Goodneſs and Truth, tho 
Supream Governor of the World, doth 
ordinarily Execute his Sovereign Pleaſure 
by Second Cauſes, and Inſtruments of his 
own Aſſignation; ſuch as Prizces and Ii. 
feriour Magiſtrates, in their reſpective 
Kinds, Provinces, or degrees of Power. 
All theſe the Apoſtle indiſcriminately 


Rom. 13. expreſſes by the Word 'EZzoiar or Powers; i 


1 2, 3, 4. and at the ſame time expatiates both on 
their Neceſſity and Divine Ordination. 
Pal. 82. Elſwhere they are called Gods; as bear. 
. ing the Stamp of God's Authority, 0: 
Vicegerents to him in Governing th 
lower World, Which otherwiſe would ſoon 
run into Anarchy and Confuſion: Every 
Man's Will, Fancy, Humour , or Luft, 
would be both a Law to himſelf, and, 


ſo far as his Power reach'd, to others allo 


The great and abſolute Lezi/lator, who 
So, al 
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at the firſt entrance of Time diſpog'd the 
confuſed Chaos into Order and Harmony ; 
who divided the pleaſant Gleams of Light 
from thoſe dark Shades that environ'd ir, 
and eſtabliſh*'d both in an excellent, re- 
ular, and alternate Succeſſion ; who ga- 
ther'd the fluid Parts of that Firſt Matter 
into a bottomleſs Ocean, and then reſtrain'd 
its proud foaming Billows within certain 
limits for the preſervation of the ſolid 
Globe which it inveſts ; hath further ma- 
nifeſted a peculiar reſpect to the welfare 
of Mankind, by a plentiful Proviſion a- 
gainſt thoſe manifold Enormities to which 
they are propenſe, as alſo by ſubſtituting 
and upholding all thoſe Orders of Cv 
| Societies which are ſo neceſſary thereunto. 
And though he does not uſually govern 
them by ſuch an abſolute or uncontroula- 
| ble Fate as would be utterly excluſive of 
their own Endeavours ; yet he hach richly 
furniſh'd them with the belt Ideu's, and 
preſcrib'd the moſt whollome Laws for a 
mutual Happineſs, either as implanted in 
their Natures in common, or more clear 
| ly expreſsd in his Revealed Word: So 
that if theſe have not a general influence 
upon the Minds of Men to aniwer choſe 
deſirable Ends, 'tis an undeniable proof 
Jof the moſt obſtinate Degeneracy , and 
Ml Reaſon it ſelf will ealily determine where 
| 5 „ the 
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Forms; there having been ſcarce any Peo- 


common aſſent of Nations. 


Chiſtiani the Great 


the fault muſt lie. Very 2dmicable then 
is the Care and Benignity of Heaven to- 
wards a ſinful World, in ſetting Bounds 
to the Tyrannous Inclinations, unreaſon- 


able Appetites, and exorbitant Paſſions of 
Men; that a due Decorum may be always 


obſerv'd, Peace and Concord upheld, a 
common Intereſt ſecur'd, and all Ranks 
or Degrees of Mankind the better diſpos'd 
to an humble acknowledgment of that 
Supreme Providence. 

Mag ifiracy therefore, or Civil Govern. 
ment, is A Special Divine Ordinance for 
the good of Mankind; as is ſufficiently 
evident from Scripture, Reaſon, and the 
Its Inſtituti 
on alſo is very ancient, bearing, as 
it were, even date with the World it ſelf; 
and hath continued ever fince throughout 
all Ages, though under Diverſity of 


ple ſo barbarous and blind, but they have 
had ſome kind ot Government among 
them. 

Of all the moſt civiliz2d Nations that 
nave embraced the Chriſtian Faith, there's 
none can excel, if compare with, this of 
Great Britain for its laudable Conftitution 


of Goverament, ſo excellently adapted to 


the Honour, Saſety, and Happineſs both 
3i King and People. 1 he King 88 5 


5 
WW 
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as a common Father, rightful Head and 
Moderator both in Church and State, and 
the higheſt Diſpenſer of Juſtice through- 
out his Dominions, is properly ſtyl'd the 
Supreme Magiſtrate ; whillt others, as con- 
ſtituted by or ſubſervient to him in the 
publick Good, are but derivatively ſo cal- 
led: Among them alſo the Degrees of 
Superior and Inferior are commonly ob- 
ſerv'd, according to their ſeveral Spheres. 
And for a greater Security on all emer- 
gent Occaſions, as alſo the better enact- 
ing of wholſome Laws, we have the two 
other Honourable States happily annexed, 
as an Eſſential part of our incomparable 
Conſtitution : So that, like Solomon's three- 
fold Cord, we cannot be eaſily broken. 
S Theſe are of very ancient Original; ha- 
ving been maintain'd through a long 
Trac of Time by ſucceſſive Princes both 
of the Saxon and Norman Race, and al- 
ways acknowledg'd as the Supreme Court 
| of the Nation, England's Sanhedrim, the 
s Bulwark of its Defence, the Healer of 
its Breaches, the Ne plus ultra of Con- 
troverſy, the united Reaſon, Wiſdom, 
and Counſel of the whole Kingdom. They 
are an happy Ballance between abſo- 
| lute Monarchy, and Republick Democra- 
cy, or Arbitrary Government, and Popu- 
| lar Anarchy. Hence 1 Engliſh Nan, 
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by her peculiar Privileges, ſeems, as it 
were a lively Epitome of the Univerſe. The 


King is, like the Sun, Regent in both Hou- 
ſes: The Hluſtrious Peers like Stars of the 


firſt Magnitude ; who, as they receive 


their Splendor from him, ſo they reflect 
it back again in their Loyalty and Allegi- 
ance to his Ferion and Government: The 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, like the 
middle Region, interpoſe to cool and tem- 
perate the Superior Luminaries, that the 
lower Orbs, 2. . the common People, may 
be cheriſh'd and not ſcorchd thereby: 

The many uſeful Laws there enacted are 
as fertile Rivers that run forth to refreſh 
the whole Land. Like the Univerſe alſo 
they ſubſiſt by the continuity of their 
Parts, and are liable to be broken in pie- 
ces by nothing but Diviſion. For, as na- 


tural Productions eſſentially depend on 


the communication between the Superior 
and Inferior World; ſo an happy Pro- 
greſs in things Polit: cal (within our Bri. 


71ſþ Orbe) on a firm Union, ſincere Agrec- 


ment, and good Underſtanding between 
the King and his Two Houſes of Parlia- 
nent. And indeed all the open or tacite 
Threatnings from abroad, though back d 
with I'reachery and Pow er, cannot half 


fo nearly affect us in time of Danger, as 


Pomefick Manchen Which nothing but 
VPU, the 
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the higheſt infatuation can ever introduce. 
The laſting Effects of an happy con- 
currence in all things tending to the pub- 
lick Good, (wherein, as none of the leaſt, 
Reformation of Manners is neceſſarily 
included) will be Peace and Plenty within - 
our Confines ; Honour and Reſpect from 
abroad ; Eaſe and Satety among thoſe of 
the higher Rank,; Alacrity and Induſtry 
among the meaner ſort in their reſpective 
Negotiations; diſcouragement of Vice; 
promotion of Vertue ; encreale of Ami- 
ty, to the ſuperſeding of factious Jarrs 
and (as there would be the beſt Reaſon 
to hope) the Smiles of Heaven to crown 
all our laudable Endeavours with ſuccels. 
Perhaps *tis not altogether ſo improba- 
ble, as ſome may imagine, for this Re- 
nowned Ifle, formerly a Curb to the ſwel- 
ling Pride of its Neighbours, courted by 
all Foreign States, and fear'd by moſt, to 
reſume its ancient or a greater Majeſty, 
and once more become ſignaliz d through- 
our the World for whatſoever is truly 
Great and Honourable , if we are not 
wanting to our Selves. And furely it 
ought to be eſteem'd a Bleſſing of no or- 
dinary Size (eſpecially fince the Divine 
Providence, for our Ingratitude and other 

ſinful Provocations, hath by a very af- 
flictive Stroke ſo lately cut us ſhort in ur 
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* The much future Hopes) that the Body Politick yet 
enenres enjoys her Head; and ſuch an one as hath 
Gl--- fignaliz?2d himſelf by the utmoſt hazard 
all that can be eſteemed dear, for its 
ſafety, both in Special, and as complica- 
ted with other Nations ; whoſe Magnani- 
mity and Conduct have been deſervedly 
admir'd both in War and Peace;whoſe un. 
precedented Gentleneſs towards inſulting 
Enemies, if poſſible to excite their ſecond 
Thoughts of Duty and Allegiance, 1s an 
undeniable proof of the moſt generous 
Mind; and, above all, whoſe viſible con- 
cern for the Glory of God, maniteſted 
by frequent Sollicitations for the moſt 
effectual Expedients to ſuppreſs Immora- 
lity and Prophaneneſs (the monſtrous De- 
formities of Humane Nature) doth highly 
indicate a pious Diſpoſition, even beyond 
the reach of detracting Malice, and enti- 
tle him to a further ſhare in that ſingular 
Providence ſo often con{picuous hitherto 
in his perſonal Preſervation. 5 
As to the ſeveral Ranks of inferior Ma- 
giſtrates; whilſt they ſeriouſly animad- 
vert on their allotted Work and Stations, 
the greatneſs of that Truſt committed to 
them, and proportionable enhancement of 
a future account, they wil] {et themſelves 
with all Application and Fidelity to the 
diſcharge of the various Duties proper to 
their Functions; will neither be up 
4 y 
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by Bribes, enticed by Flatteries, or byaſſed 
by Friend{hip, Opinion, or private Inte- 
reſt; will not ſuffer any Tranſports of 
Heat or Paſſion to pervert their Judg- 
ments, nor the Love of Pleaſure to effe- 
minate their Minds; but, always remem- 
bring their publick Capacity, will ſtu- 
diouſly endeavour, and above all things 
rejoyce in the publick Good; will deliver 
the Oppreſſed from unjuſt Violence, pu- 
niſh all Obſtinate Offenders, have a ſpe- 
| cial regard to the Kingdom's Honour and 
Safety, watch againſt the ſecret Contri- 
vances of its reſtleſs Enemies, encourage 
vertue and Piety by a ſevere reſentment of 
the many indignities offered thereunto, and 
in all things proceed uniformly according 
to the Rules of Equity and right Reaſon, 
without the leaſt partiality or reſpect of 
Perſons. Thus indeed might we reaſon- 
ably hope to ſee the Credit of Reform'd 
Chriſtianity ſo much ſtruck at by its de- 
ſigning Adverſaries, yet reviv'd and en- 
hanced; its Miniſtry duly honour'd and 
carefully ſupported ; Atheiſm and Moral 
Impieties branded with a publick Odium; 
Sound Learning and ingenuous Education 
univerſally encourag'd ; and all Obſtacles 
to a flouriſhing State both Civil and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, eternally remov'd. And though 
there always have been in the molt tran- 
aqui Times ſome fiery and unquiet Spi- 
1 . „„ rits, 
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rits, whom nothing ever could or can 
fatisfy ; neither drawn by the obliging 
Methods of Lenity and Kindneſs, nor de- 
terr'd by the Threats of Juſtice; whoſe 
envenom'd Tongues are a perpetual Mo- 
tion, and, like Coals of Juniper, never 


loſe their devouring Heat till chang'd in- 


to Aſhes ; whoſe ſtrong Intellectuals, as 
if rais'd to an infallible pitch, can inſtan- 
taneouſly penetrate the deepeſt Myſteries 
of State, and boldly cenſure the concen- 
trated Reaſon and moit deliberate Coun- 
ſels of the w Kingdom; yet as theſe 
Perſons (tis to be hoped) bear no great 


proportion to ſuch as are {way*d by a Senſe 


of Honour and Duty; ſo they may ſerve 


for an Antidote againſt a very growing 


Diſtemper, z. e. Security and Sloth; ex- 


citing the utmoſt Vigilance and Circum- 


ſpection, wherein there is no danger of 


an Extream. 355 
But it's now high Time to make an 
humble Receſs from touching upon theſe 


Mag nalia Imperii, ſo much above the com- 


mon Sphere of Mankind, (which nothing 
but a ſincere deſire of the publick Good, 
eſpecially at this Critical Juncture can be 


an attonement for; ) and proceed to exa- 


mine the other Head, wherein every in- 


dividual Perſon is more immediately con- 


cern'd. A] 


Th 
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The other part of Man's Civil Capacity con- 
ſider d, viz. Subjection: And that un- 


der two Branches, including the Duties 0 
all Ranks and Degrees of Men. The Rea- 
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ſonableneſs and Happy Conſequents of Gra- 


titude, Unanimity, and Love. Former 
Notions of univerſally Paſſive Obedience, 


4 dangerous and unaccountable Extream. 


"E come now to conſider the other 
part of Man's Civil Capacity, viz. 


Subjection; which, with the former, is 
abſolutely neceſſary to uphold the Or- 


der, OEconomy, and Well-being of the 
World. 
following Branches, vis. 

1. A chearful and univerſal Obedience to 
Humane Authority in all things not repug- 
nant to the indiſpenſable Laws of God and 
Nature. Ee 

2. A willing and induſtrious performance 
of the various Duties incambent on us in our 
reſpective Stations. 7 

The former of theſe Poſitions is no other 


This plainly offers it ſelf under the two 


than the plain Senſe of our B. Saviour's 


comprehenſive Injunction — Render unto 
Cæſar the things which are Ceſar's ; and un- 
CE F 2 


Mat. 22. 


1. 


126 


. Chriſtianity the Great 
to God the things which are Gods.----Thx 
T&Ts O87, or things of God, have been al. 
ready inſiſted ; the Sum whereof are Faith, 
Love, Filial Fear, humble Adoration, Oc. 
including all the inſtituted Parts of Reli- 


gious Worſhip : The Rights of Cæſar are 


now to be conſidered ; among which theſe 


may be eſteem'd as principal, and com- 


prehenſive of the reſt, viz. Love, Ho- 


nour, and Obedience, reſpecting both his 
Perſon and Government. Not an Obe- 


dience of Force, as from Perſons over- 
aw'd and wanting Power to extricate 


themſelves (for that would be inconſiſtent 


with Love and Honour;) but ariſing from 


a real Propenſity of Mind, conſidering | | 


him as a common Head or univerſal Pa- 


rent, engag'd for the Publick Safety in 


thoſe great Affairs of Rule (too heavy 


for the Shoulders of others in a private 


Station) and our Selves as Members of the 


ſame Body Politick,whole intereſt is inſepa- 


Table. Hence will neceſſarily follow a 
readineſs on all Occaſions to ſupport the 


juſt Claims and Dignity of the Crown, 
both as an indiſpenſable Duty, and the 
beſt Expedient to continue or encreaſe 
Honour, Refpect, and Alliance from 


abroad, to preſerve Majeſty at home, and 


deter the moſt impious Catilines from an 
open attempts to moleſt the State. The 
1 imagin'd 
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imagin'd Pleaſure of abſolute Monarchy 
is not comparable to the Benefits of ſuc 
2 mix'd and orderly Government. Inſtead 
of that Slaviſh Terror which the other ex- 
cites (and is often treaſur'd up for Re- 
venge when Opportunity offers) this ſe- 
cures a firm intereſt in the Subjects Aﬀe- 
| tions, and will eaſily engage the aſſiſt- 
ance of Heart, Hand, and Purſe, when 
any publick Emergences of State ſhall re- 
| gularly call for them. Such Submiſſion 
| and chearful Obedience to the Powers that 
| preſide over us are frequently enjoyn'd as 
| a part of the Goſpel-Precepts. S. Peter 
| having recommended an honeſt, ſober, 
| and unſpotted Converſation, as highl 
Ornamental to the Chriſtian Religion, adds o— 
Tee d men A i Alice: ¶ Submit your 1 Pet. 2. 
| ſelves orderly towards every humane Creature 12. 
| or Conſt itation;] by which is meant an hum- 
ble and fincere Deportment towards the 
ſeveral Degrees of humane Authority 
among whom our Lot is caſt ; as is evi- ch. 
dent from his own Explication in the 1 ver. 
Words immediately following. This was, 
doubtleſs, intended as a general Duty; 
though more eſpecially calculated for the 
ſcattered Saints, who were then Sojourn- 
ers in Heathen Countries, Where the E- 
vangelical Doctrine was an innovation, 
and render'd them more obnoxious to hs 
* Os rl Om nn ang 
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ver. 21. 


of that Conſtituted Form of Government 


Chriſtianity the Great 


laſh of Secular Powers. From the great 


Example of Chriſt, and peaceable ten- 


dency of the Bleſſed Goſpel, they are en- 
joywd to walk ſubmiſſively towards Su- 


periors, and inoffenſively towards all Men; 
which would add to their Conſolation un- 
der thoſs Sufferings in a ſpecial manner al- 
lotted for them. But here tis neceſſary 
that an Eparorthwſts be admitted to prevent 
thoſe dangerous Extreams that ſome have 
too fondly embrac'd ; who would have 
all Civil Obedience fo univerſally Paſſive 


as to exclude the reaſonable Means for its 
on Subſiſtence, and leave the ancient 


Pillars of our incomparable Government 
far leſs Stable than thoſe in the Houle of 
Dagon, which Sampſon at one ſturdy lift 


_ overturn'd. Though Chriſtianity, in its ; 


native Aſpect, takes little cognizance of 
State Affairs; much lels (as was before 
hinted) tends to a ſubverſion of the pub- 
lick Peace, but on the contrary to its 
greater eſtabhi{hment : Yet in a Chriſtian 
Kingdom, where for many Ages paſt by 


the Fundamental Laws of its Civil Con- 
ſtitution, it hath been annexed to, and 


become a part of our common Property, 
nothing can be more abſurd than to ima- 
gine, that this ſhould disfranchiſe or de- 
prive us of thoſe Civil Rights, as Sharers 


10 
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to which we belong. If a Prince will firſt 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduc'd to Idolatrous 
Worſhip, and afterwards impoſe the ſame 
on his Subjects, though it carry as charming 
a Face as Nebuchadanezzar's Golden Image, 
Holy Writ gives a ſufficient Warrant and 
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plentiful Direction for our Demeanor in 


ſuch a Caſe: And if, through effeminate 
Pleaſures, Luciferan Pride, or Tyrannical 
Cruelty, he ſhould ſeem reſolv'd to ſub- 


vert the Foundation and Ends of Govern- 


ment, and ſacrifice all common Property 


to his Will, Humour, or Luſt ; as this 
S would be a manifeſt violence to the Laws 


| | of reaſonable Nature in general (which 


Laws of Civil Conſtitution in Special, fo 
it muſt be acknowledg?*d a juſt Exception 
from that Obedience before pleaded for. 


But through Divine Goodneſs we have 


are remotely the Laws of God) and to the 


no need to inculcate ſuch Hints as theſe 


| Within cur Confines ; where we rather 


expect to ſee Juſtice run as a mighty Stream Amos 5. 


Mercy and Truth meet together —— Righ- 
| teonſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, &c. ſince 
the AT LAS of our State hath not on- 
ly ſignaliz d himſelf by the whole Series 
| of his Life and Actions to be a Lover of 


a> 
Pf. 85.10. 


all that is truly vertuous, but hath more 


particularly exprel$s'd a tender concern for 
| the good of theſe Nations, and a willing- 


K PEE | neſs | 
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Gen. 49. 
24. 


the hands of the mighty God of 
it not therefore be eſteem'd an univerſal 
Duty to take care that by our own Ingrati- 
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neſs to be inſtrumental for the reforming 


of a diſſolute Age: So that, *tis to be ho- 
ped, for Bleſſings yet in reſerve the pro- 


pitious care of Heaven hath ſurrounded 
him in the midſt of uncommon Dangers ; 


and that his Bow hath abode in ſtrength by 
acob. May 


tude and Deficiency we {top not the mer- 
ciful Current of future Favours from deſ- 
cending upon us ? Which leads to the 
other Branch, vir. 8 
2. A ready, willing, and induſtrious Diſ- 
charge of the various Duties incumbent on 
Us in our reſpett ive Stations. 
How ſmall a proportion ſoever this 
may ſeem to bear to the great Affairs of 
Government , upon ſtrict Examination 


_ *twill be found abſolutely if not equally 


neceſſary. For, as on the one hand we 
diſclaim that blind Chance or Fortune 
wherewith the Ethnic Writings do fo 


plentifully abound ; ſo likewiſe, on the 


other, ſuch an irreverſible Fate as would 


divert from the diligent uſe of humane 


Endeavours. The ever Bleſſed and infi- 
nitely wile Jehovah , whoſe Sovereign 


Pleaſure alone is and ought to be the Stan- 
dard of Rule towards all Created Be- 
_ 1ngs, doth ordinarily direct the Wheels 


a 
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of his Providence to harmonize with ſe- 5 
cond Cauſes: And in his unſearchable 
Wiſdom hath ſo ordered the many dif- 
fering Degrees of Mankind that they 
ſhould all have a neceſſary dependence 
on each other, and every one of them, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Proportions, - 
regularly contribute to the general Peace, 
Harmony, and well-being of the World. 
Though his ſecret and juſtly admirable = 
Providence be the main Spring that gives 
Life and Motion to the whole Courle of 
Nature; yet his ordinary Diſpenſations 
to Mankind are ſuch only aoaoas 
are ſuited to Rational“ 4 * SuupdJe@ 39 ral 
zents, whom he hath cntruſt- 37/9# #4, 99% 2. 5,755 
ed with a Power or Capaci- S ben Tees 5% An- 
ty of being ſubſervient to his 4, 92%, % 2 Te 

Glory and their own Happi- etoch in Carat Pyth. ” 

neſs. As Princes and infe- _ 

rior Magiſtrates in their ſeveral Spheres 

have proportionable Work allotted them : 

So every Subject, down to the meaneſt 

Rank, hath his particular Hoc age, where- 

by he may be ſerviceable to che common 

Intereſt of the Body Polit ich; whoſe Health, 

Vigor, and Safety, are not a little im- 

pair'd by the unhappy Jarrs, or {lothful 

Diſpoſition of its Members. Which of 
Ius would willingly be embark'd in the 
e Imoſt ſtately and well- built Ship, expos'd 

2 | to 
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to the uſual hazards of Rocks and Storms, 


though a skilful Pilot ruPd at Stern, whilſt 
the Seamen were either mutinous or negli- 


gent of their common Duty? Or who 


knows not the neceſſity of a mutual in- 
tercourſe between all the Members of our 


frail Bodies in order to their Accretion, 


Nouriſhment, or Preſervation ; and that a- 
ny impediment in the Circular Motion of 
the Blood and Spirits through the moſt mi- 
nute Parts certainly tends to the Deſtructi- 


on of the whole, and, if not remov'd, wil 
. foon cauſe the contexture of ſo magniticent 


a Building to be diſſolv'd? The Applica: 
tion is obvious: This Epitome holds Pa- 
rallel with the great Exterior World ; ei- 


ther as to Nations, Cities, Towns, Civil So- 
cieties of any kind, or particular Families: 


The common Bond of Union, Induſtry, and 
Concord tends to their eſtabliſhment 1n a 


flouriſhing State; and the contrary, vi. 


2 


Diſcord, Care leſsneſs, and Sloth, plunges 


them into inevitable Miſery. Diligence in 
ſome law ful Employment is not only a ge- 
neral Duty, but an excellent Preſervative a. 
gainſt the many infectious Vices Which 
degenerated humane Nature lies daily ob- 
noxious to: Nor can any, of what Rank 
or Quality ſoever, with good Reaſon plead 


a total Exemption therefrom. Tis not 
for nothing that the Scriptures in many 


Places 
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Places ſo ſharply inveigh againſt a ſupine, 
idle, and ſlothful Frame; this being the 
common in- let to all kinds of Miſchiet, and 
the moſt adapt Matter for the Old Serpent, 
in order to the more eaſy propagation of 
his malicious Deſigns in the World. Ne- 
vertheleſs it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 
Man is naturally an active Creature : His 
Thoughts will be often upon the Wing, 
and produce Actions conſonant thereunto : 
but if they are not kept in good Diſcipline, 
and timely inur'd to the Paths of Vertue, 
they will ſoon grow enormous and incor- 
rigible. Who then would any longer in- 
dulge a licentious Appetite; and not ſpeedi- 
ly ſhake off all kinds of Sluggiſhne(s and 
Vice without the leaſt heſitation, as S. Peter Ms 
did his Chains when the Angel had awa- © 
ken'd him? And ſince the Rewards of Ver- 
tue and Induſtry are ſo great, both at pre- 
ſent and in Reverſion, as alſo reſpecting the 
Poſſeſſor and all others that are intereſſed 
in the ſame Civil Community;who would 
not in earneſt take up with ſuch laudable 
Practices, and carefully avoid (like a con- 

tagious Air) whatſoever is ſordid or incon- 
ſiſtent with a generous Mind If we deſcend 
from the greater OEconomicks of King- 
doms, States and Provinces, to thoſe of par- 
ticular Families, *twill be found that every 
Farent or Matter truly ſerves God and his 

„ 4 Prince 


[ 
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Prince, whilſt he is careful to preſerve Or- 
der and Diſcipline, to encourage Vertue, 
Sobriety, and Diligence, and frequently in- 
culcate the amiableneſs of Religion, Loyal- 
ty, and good Manners : Alſo that the ho- 


neſt Farmer joyns his Talent to the com- 
mon Stock, whilſt he is more immediately 


buſied in providing for himſelf and Land- 


lord; the laborious Ploughman by manu— 
ring the fertile Earth; the watchful Shep- 
herd, whilſt he attends His bleging Folds; 
the Artificers, or Tradeſ nen, by employing 
their nimble Fingers in the various kinds 
of their manifold Productions; and eſpe- 
cially the couragious Merchant by encoun- 


tring Billows and Storms to import vendi— 
ble Commodities for the enriching both of 


Pſal. 144. 


13,14. 
ver. 15. 


himſelf and the Kingdom. Hereby the 


publick Credit and Revenues of the Crown 
will be ſupported, Trading in general flou- 
riſh, and uaiverfal alacrity appear in 
the Carriage aad Countenance, of all 
dutiful Subjects: So thar (as the Roya 
Fſalmiſt faith) we ſhall have uo incurſions, no 
publick Diſturbance, zo complaining in cus 
Streets; and may therefore add (with him) 


| Happy are they that are in ſuch-a Caſe ; yea 
happy is their People whoſe God is the Lord. 


CHAP, 


Q 
1 
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The Province of Morality Examin'd by ſome 
general Hints and with all poſſible Brevity. 
The great Blemiſh and unſpeakable Mij- 
chiefs accruing to Religion from Defect 
thereof. e 


| Aving thus far lengthened out 
the Thread of this Diſcourſe, 
and conſider'd Man in his Spiritual and 
Civil Capacities, as alſo, for a Reaſon 
formerly mention'd, inverted the Order 
by turning them bee, it remains 
that we trace him a little farther into the 
Province of Morality; which, tho' a very 
copious Subject, and eaſily extenſive to 
many Particulars, I ſhall only touch upon 
in ſome few general Hints under the 
following Definition, vir. 5 
A juſt faithful and amicable Deportiment 
towards all Mankind, through the whole 
_ Coarſe of our Lives, reſpecting all kinds 
of Commerce and Neighboar-like Offices; 
together with a temperate uſe of lanful 
Enjoyments, == 
There is an admirable Harmony attend- 
ing the various Diſpenſations of God to- 
wards Mankind, in order to their preſent 
and future Happineſs ; whether in the 
oro 4 - 


135 Chriſtianity the Great 


loweſt degree by the Light and Laws of 
Nature, or further by the ſuperaddition of 
the Moral and Ceremonial Law, or laſtly 
by the-clearer Diſcoveries of the Goſpel : 
All which are ſo link'd together, that 
they may manifeſtly point at the ſame 
Center, viz. A Reſtauration and Eſta- 
bliſhment of that Pure Original Heaven- 
ly Image which Sin had altogether de- 
fad. True Chriſtianity, if adher'd to 
as a Governing Principle, doth in a ſpecial 
manner lead to the perfection of Morali- 


ty: and ſo far as we add eontrary to, or Pei 
endeavour to ſubvert, the latter, our pre- T. 
tences to the former are deceitful, errone- in: 
ous and inconſiſtent. The two Tables the 
given to Iſrael on Mount Sinai, as a Rule on 
tor their Obedience, were not to be di- I} foe 
vided; but the Precepts of the Second hib 
relating to Man, or our Neighbour, to Na 
be obſerv'd with rhe ſame uprightneſs I ref 
and alacrity as thoſe of the Firſt towards enc 


God. Plainneſs and fincerity of Heart of 
are Eſſential Ingredients to all laudable Dit 
Actions, the grand ſupport of Temporal ble 
N Happiness, and the very life J Lif 


| * Fre certe vivendum eft of orderly Coverſation 3 Ad 
* ee Without them we 1ncur the wh 
tc c gitendum tanquam àliquis ; : \ 

FL Shins intimum inſpicere molt fordid degeneracy that the 
poſſir — Sen. Ep ad Luc. 83. Our Nature is capable of, and | toy 


are really no better than I ly 
9 4 "Tam. 
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painted Pageants, ſet off with an Artifici- 
al Varniſh, yet at the ſame time wanting 
Life and Soul, and every thing that truly 
beſpeaks an intrinſick Worth. Equity 
and Juſtice are the very Pillars whereby 
the whole Creation is upheld ; which 
otherwiſe would ſoon relapſe into its Ori- 
ginal Chaos of Confuſion. ?Tis a Princi- 
ple of Honour implanted in the firſt Con- 
ſtitution of Man; which, tho? never fo 
much obſcur'd in his fallen State, it's the 
indiſpenſible Duty of every individual 
Perſon to retrieve cheriſh and improve : 
is an accompliſhment fo neceſſary both 
in an humane and Chriſtian reſpect, that 

the want thereof reflects a juſt Odium up- 
on all other Atchievments of what Nature 
ſoever. The Frhicks of Philoſophy ex- 
hibit four kinds of Juſtice, /c. Celeſtial, 
Natural, Civil, and Judicial: The firſt 
reſpecting our Knowledg of, and Obedi- 
ence to God ; the {econd our Knowledge 
of Good and Evil according to the 
DiQates of right Reaſon, and an agrea- 
ble Deportment in the whole Series of our 
Life and Actions; the third the Publick 
Adminiſtration of Right according to the 
wholeſome Laws of the Civil State ; and 
the fourth the Execution of Penal Laws 
towards Offenders. But that which chiet- 
ly refers to this Place is the ſecond ſort; 
55 e equal- 
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equally extenfive to all Mankind, as the 
fixed Standard of Common Converſe and 
mutual Negotiation. Here we might | 
particularly enumerate the various kinds 

of Moral Duties, under the plentiful 
Topicks of Equity, Temperance, Chaſtity, 
Sec. wherewith many 

* Eſpecially that Sound, accurate practical * Diſcour- 
i OT Th ſes do abound; if it were in 
Whole Duty of Man. any wiſe conſiſtent with the 
Brevity intended. Such a 
Vertuous Habit of the Mind is fo abſo- 

Intely requiſite to Ballance and ſuperſede 

all the gilded Charms of Vice and fraudu- 

lent Practices, that a Man deſervedly pro- 

cures the laſting Epithets of Good or Bad 

as he appears either ſway'd by or regard- 

leſs of it. And indeed the defect hereof MW the 

(as was before hinted) is ſufficient to ſully pa 

all other laudable Endowments;whileſt we hu 
conſider that to be a good Chriſtian pre- ha 
ſuppoſes and inevitably includes the com- tor 

mon Duties of Humanity. Euſebius Pu 


ſpeaking of ſome that were moſt exemp- mi 
lary for Goodneſs before our Saviour's In- icr 
carnation, tells us they were ty» tho' not Be 
eindlt, Chriſtians :. But it's to be fear'd © wh 
not a few who now live ſo long after it,  nif 
may be too truly rather ſtyPd ſuch 4a: gre 
than kee, in Name than in Practice. pea 
The admirable Precepts of the R a gui 
ä 5 XD 
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Teſtament (which alſo Harmonize with 

the Old) do no leſs ſtrictly enjoin integrity 

of Life than ſoundneſs in Faith: There- 

fore we are Commanded to ſhine 2s Lig hits 

in the World, by an unblameable Conver- Rom. 12. 
ſation; to provide things honeſt in the Sight . 
of all Men; to waik as becometh the Goſpel 1 Pet. a. 13. 
of Chriſt ; to ſhew an orderly Deport- _ 
ment towards all our fellow Creatures; Pet. 1. 15. 
to be holy in all kinds of Converſe—- ; not , 
rendring Evil for Evil. much leſs do- 
ing wilful injury to any; fo follow Peace ,Q@ 
2 all Men, 55 2 Bb which ub = MT 
Man ſhall ſee God, Juſtice is an inſepara- 

ble Property of the Divine Nature; with. 

out which we cannot reaſonably conclude 

our {elves to have the leaſt participation 
thereof: But in this, as well as other 
parts of Holineſs, we have great need 
humbly to acknowledg our deficiency, and 

have frequent recourſe to the blood of At 
tonement ; which cannot be without a full Ont 
Purpoſe and fincere endeavours of Confor- ver. 20. 
mity to the Holy Rules of Divine Pre- 
{cription. Theſe extend to the ſecret 

Bent and inmoſt Receſſes of the Heart, <<.4.v.12. 
which are only penetrable by Divine Om- 
niſcience, and to be accounted for at the 

great Tribunal, where all things will ap- 
pear zaked and bare, tho? at preſent dif yer. 13. 

| 2Zuigd with never {9 plauſible a ee 5 

8 | Gs | © 


3. ver. 9. 
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The moſt looſe and profligate Perſon 
would be ready to think it a very harſh 
Impeachment of his Honour, if any 
ſhould preſume to call in queſtion his 
Chriſtianity; as alſo the formal Hypocrite, 
who, amidſt all his fine Flouriſhes, makes 
no ſcruple to live in a daily commiſſion of 
Moral Impieties: And indeed the frequent 
Inhibitions of our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
Joh. 5. 22. Whom all Judgment is committed, leave 
Mat-7.1. not the leaſt Room for {uch Cenſoriouſ- 
neſs : Yet too too many who bare that 
Honourable Title ſeem very often to for- 
get that they are Men, whileſt corrupt In- 
tereſt blinds that noble Intellect which 
ſhould diſtinguiſh them from Irrational 
Creatures; and, like a mighty Torrent, 
waſhes away all apprehenſions both of | 
Honour and Duty. What the Poet ſpeaks tl 


2.6 84 


3 of the moſt degenerate < 
rumq; Fideſqz In quorum 1709 Age , in reſpect of 7] 
ſubiere locum Fraudeiq,; Juſtice, Piety , and good II 
Doll Inſidiæq; — Cc. Manners, ſeems too well Cal- F 
e culated tor Modern Times. ef 

It Men have a Natural Sharpneſs (tho | y 
no better than Serpentine Subtilty) to a1 
over-reach others, and inrich themſelves IT 
by innumerable Shifts, and little Artitices, of 
which the Law takes no Coguizance of, It 
they are counted brave Fellows, of Ad- G 
mirable Parts, and fit to live any where: I 


EI 
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as if we had never heard of an old Hea- 
then Precept, [Quod tibi non vis ſieri, &c.] 
nor the ſame illuſtrated and enforced by 
our Saviour in that excellent Rule com- 
monly called the Golden (though regarded 
no more than if its Extract were much 
courſer) Io do the ſame to others 
which we mould have done to our ſelves, 
The Negative part of Juſtice requires 
that we wrong not any Perſon willingly 
in the leaſt Degree, whether in his Goods, 
Eſtate, Intereſt, or Reputation ; That 
we take no advantage of another's Igno- 
rance, Weakneſs or Indigence, by ſubtil 
Inſinuations or pretended Kindneſs, much 
leſs by Lying or Equivocation ; That we 
covet not our Neighbour's Property, nei- 
ther proſtitute Honour or Conſcience, by 
entertaining ſo much as fraudulent 
Thoughts upon any proſpect of a temporal 
Intereſt. The politive part requires 
Faithfulneſs to our Word and Promiſes, 
eſteeming them as ſacred Obligations be- 
yond the reach of any Diſpenſing Power; 
an open, fincere and unditguis'd Deport- 
ment in our whole Converſation ; more 
eſpecially in all Affairs of Trade and Com- 
merce which have reſpect to the publick 
Good; Reſtitution in cafe of any known 
Injuries; frequent revolving in our 
Thoughts the Principles and Precepts of 
Jultice, 


142 


* EI 
- 
Curly 

c O cet 
277 TE 
Ab 76. 
Eyt hag. 
aur. Carm. 


2 Chriſtianity the Great wk 
Tuſtice, both Moral and Divine, and a 
ſteady adherence to them as the Guide of 
our Life and Actions . Tho), but very 
few perhaps can bear ſo ſtrict a Teſt, ac- 
cording to the ancient, eftabliſÞd Rules 
in Holy Writ, both for Negative and Po- 
ſitive Juſtice : Yet, as none are exempted 
from endeavouring it with the utmoſt 


Care and Circumſpection; ſo a Senſe of 


former Remiſsneſs will be very far from 
extenuating any preſent or future Neglects. 
The World is a Snare, and corrupt Inte- 
reſt the grand Mag net of Mankind; there- 
fore it muſt needs be a Trial of Skill to 
counterpoize them: And indeed a ver 

ſtrong Im pulſe of Honour, Duty and Con- 
ſcience, with an Eye ſteadily fix'd on 
nobler Objects, are requiſite thereunto. 
The conſtituent Parts, or neceſſary Ingre- 


dients, of true Juſtice, ſome will have to 
be ſeven, vir. Innocence, Friendſhip, 


Concord, Piety, Humanity, Gratitude, 
and Faithfulneſs: But how much eaſier 
*tis to diſcourſe of theſe Things 2 J heſi, 


than to find them in Practice, is very fad 


to conſider. Nevertheleſs it muſt be ac- 


3 know ledged, or will certainly at laſt be 


found, in oppoſition to the Current of a 
diſſolute Age, that Sincerity of Heart and 
Integrity of Life are the great and indil- 


penſible Ornaments of Humane Nature; 


„„ 
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by which ?tis rais d in no ſmall degree 
from the old Rubbiſh of its fallen State, 
cultivated, poliſh'd and advanced towards 
its Central Happineſs and Bleſſed Origin, 
the Divine Being, Hereby the. publick 
Order, Peace and Harmony of the World, 
next to the admirable Care of a ſupreme 
Providence, are ſuſtain'd ; and without 
theſe ennobling Qualifications, all humane 
Acts, whether Civil or Religious, do ap- 
pear not only vain, inſipid and deceitful, 
but altogether unbecoming reaſonable 
Creatures. In {um ; *tis what Nature it 
{elf teaches, the Moſaical Law ſtrictly en- 
joyns, and Chriſtianity, above all, enforces 
with the higheſt Illuſtration : So that ifall 
Perſons did but truly endeavour to ſquare 
their Lives according to thoſe excellent 
Rules, there would be no Oppreſſion, In- 
juſtice or Violence, no kinds of Fraud, 
Treachery or Diſſimulation, no Animoſi- 
ties, Diviſions or Contentions in the 
World, 1 


: N. wt 
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CHA F. MV. 

Some few Practical Motives and Directions 
as a cloſe to the whale, the better to 5 25 
the ſeveral Thines hinted at in the preced- 


ing Chapters. 


ND now for a practical Clole to 
the preceding Diſcourſe, that it 
may, in ſome meaſure, through Divine 
Bleſſing, anſwer the Ends propos'd, I 
would humbly ſubjoyn a few general Di. 
reCtions, as neceſſary thereunto. 5 
I. That we be ſare to keep always a tender, 
znoffenſive, and unſpoited Conſcience in 
our daily Converſe, both as Men and 
Chriſtians, 1 
This the Apoſtle records as his own 
ſteady and delightful Practice; the molt 
comfortable Appeal in all kinds of Trials; 
and no ſmall part of that Courſe which 
he had happily finiſhed, when the Joys 
of a glorious Immortality were ready to 
crown his approaching Exit : And how 
highly neceſſary 'tis, both to preſerve an 
uninterrupted Quiet of the Mind, which 


is as 4 continual Feat, and not to be equal'd 


or procur'd by any outward Enjoy ments, 
as alſo the publick Peace, Tranquillity 
and Welfare of Mankind, Reæſon it {elt, 

together 


together with the ſad Experience of many 
who have taken too great a Latitude on 


the other Hand, will abundantly evince. 


Though we dare not credit the Poetick 
Fiction of a Virgin Goddeſs that govern'd 


the Earth during the Golden Age; and 
afterwards, when 'twas univerſally cor- 


rupted with Violence, Cc. took her flight 
into the upper Regions: Yet we may too 


truly conclude that pure, primitive, un- 


ſpotted Juſtice , Equity and Sincerity , 
have ina great meaſure forſaken the Ter- 


reſtrial Orb; and that our Saviour at his 


next coming will find but very little there- 
of, as well as of Faith, on the Earth. 


But all this while the Duty is ſo far from Luk. 18.8. 
being leſſen d by innumerable Examples in 

a contrary courſe, that 'tis rather height- 

en'd thereby, ſince the ſacred Oracles have 

given ſo many Prophetick Cautions on 


that behalf ; unleſs it can be ſuppos'd an 
alleviation of Torment to accompany 1o 
vaſt a Multitude into the dark Abyſs of 
endleſs Miſery. Had we but the ſame 
apprehenſions of this World's fleeting 
Pleaſures, Honours or Profits, whilit the 


uncertain Nexzs of an immaterial Being 


with its groſs Encloſure of animated Clay 


appears moſt firm and vigorous, as after- 


wards near the time of their inevitable Se- 
paration, when the o 
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Chriſtianity the Great 
tolits firſt Matter, and the other haſtening 
apace to its eternal Habitation; Argu- 
ments of this kind would be altogether 
needleſs. But the Caſe is far other wiſe: 
Things in preſent view moſt eaſily affect 
us, as being beſt ſuited to a deprav'd Ap- 


petite; and when we have reaſon'd the 


Point never ſo long, the Organs of Senſe 
by a common Vote will pals for the trueſt 


Criterion of Pleaſures, and the Hope of 


future Rewards be over-ballanc'd by 


thoſe imaginary Gains which a deceitful 


World exhibites, though too often at the 


dear Rate of an abus'd Conſcience. Joys 


in Reverſion are uſually efteem'd a Non- 


entity , and not deſerving the expence of 
our Time and Thoughts; whilſt thoſe 


empty Ideas which are calPd fo at preſent 
puſh hard for Superiority in our choiceit 
Affections, though they were deſign'd for 
more excellent Objects. Hence that faith- 
ful Monitor lodg'd in our Bolom's, is too 
often requited with Indignities for his 
many feaſonable Memerto's, which he 


now gives us in the ſofteſt Accents, as an 
intimate Friend: Nevertheleſs he fails not 
to treaſure them up for the general Aſſault 


of an after-reckoning ; and then his Voice 


will be terrible like a mighty Peal of 
Thunder, and all the poylon'd Arrows 
of a full Quiver diſcharg'd in his own Vin- 


dication. 
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dication. Shall we Then according to 
that good Advice of Eliphaæ, Acquaint our Job 22.21. 
ſelves now with him, and be at Peace? i. e. 

keep up ſuch mutual Amity and firm Cor- 
reſpondence, as will render him at all 
Times a Barnabas inſtead of a Boa narges? 

Shall we dare to ſay of any known Sin, 
as Lot once of Zoar, Is it not a little one? Gen. 19. 20 
Or rather carefully endeavour to avoid all, 
with the Occaſions thereof; leſt by a fool- 1 ther. 
iſn dalliance in what may not ar firſt view 5. 22. 
ſeem worthy of Scruple, we give advan- 

tage to our ſubtil Adverſary, and come at 

laſt to ſwallow his groſſer Baits undiſ- 
eern'd, to the great hazard of our preſent 

Peace and future Happineſs. But of this 

more under the next Conſideration, vi. 


Dir. 2. To let no Day paſs without an im- 
Partial Recollection of the Failures or 
Rectitude in our whole Deportment. 

So great are the Frailties of human Na- 
ture (if ſuch a Phraſe be not too ſoft) ſo 
powerful the Reliques of innate Corrup- 
tion, that they are very often apt to ex- 
tinguiſn the Sparks of Divine Reaſon 
wherewith *tis endow'd, to benum our 
Spiritual Faculties, or at leaſt retard their 
purſuit of thoſe purer Joys and more ex- 
cellent Objects whereunto they are adapt- 
ed. Without continual Caution and Cir- 

nt e FCumſpetion 
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Jer. 10 


Cyriſtianity the Great m 


cumſnetion it's very difficult to direct our 
P m 


„ Steps through the ſlippery Paths of Time: E 
** Nor can we engage fuch ſupernatural af- 7 


ſiſtance as is abſolutely neceſſary, unleſs in Y ac 
the diligent uſe of our belt Y m 


. hoe 5 of Endeavours. * The moſt uſe- an 
pendat que © qualtsfit Cau- : 2 

2 Apr quam pugnandum ful knowledge attainable in I th 
eſt, is certe intelliget minime this mortal State, 18 of God tis 


dormiendun ez ; ſ-d ſedulo and our Selves: The former pl 


cordate £5 fortiter pugnandum 
Zanch. Tom. 3.1.4. Gs Tis” 


ger to himſelf, and altogether unacquaint: 


cherous Inmates, and mortal Enemic 
which are ſecretly lodg'd in his own 


the Wiſe Man fomuch inveigh'd againſt 


leads us to contemplate his E. 
infinite Per fections and inct-Y Cl 


fable Love, which will be the moſt de-. m 
lightful employment of a bleſſed Eternity; I ing 


the other, to a deep Senſe of our own innu · ¶ or 
merable Deformities, an humble watch pr 


fulneſs againſt all Aberrations, and a con- coy 


tinual Tribute of Praiſe and Obedience. til 
T would redound to very little advantage ſu- 
in the Concluſion, if a Man could ranſac fr 
the Univerſe, and make the greateſt im the 
provements in all kinds of Science both pir 
Speculative and Practical, whilſt a Stran Da 


ed with the many grols Enormities, tres. 


Breaſt. Man himſelf is certainly none ot 
the leaſt pieces of that gilded Vanity which 


And to trace him a little in ſome of thol gr 
uneven Paths which he commonly tread = 
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may afford matter both for deriſion and 

regret ; verifying in this Senſe, that Ænig- 

matical Aſſertion of the ſame Author 

He that encreaſeth Rnomledęe encresſeth Sor- Eccl. 1.19. 

row. One while Ife is moſt induſtriouſly 

active in uſing all Arts and Intereſts to 

mount the dangerous Precipice of Honour; 

and when arriv'd at the higheſt Pinnacle 

thereof, finds it empty, mutable, and unſa- 

tisfying: At another time he either em- 

ploys his utmoſt Thoughts and unwearied 
Endeavours in heaping up a little refined 
Clay, * and is conſequently attended with. 

much care in getting, more Fear in keep- ft Diviti- 
ing, and moſt Grief in parting with it; rum pro- 
| or elſe through a brutiſh Impulſe or ſome 22% 
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Providential diſappointment, falls into the heron. Wi- 


J contrary Extream of Sinful Profuſeneſs, Sund in, 
tin he becomes wholly drown'd in Sen- p. 4% 
wV)GDuual Pleaſures; both which are equally de- 
ſtructive to the far nobler Enjoyments of 
the Mind, wherein conſiſt the true Hap- 
Iſl pineſs and Dignity of Rational Creatures. 
Daily Animadverſions on the Frame 
and Bent of the inner Man, together 
with overt Accs ariſing thereirom, are at 
ll leaſt as neceſſary as the Diſcipline of 
Bit and Bridle to thoſe {witt Anti- 
of mals ſo highly ſerviceable in the Affairs 
ll of Peace or War: And indeed a neglect of 
the former cannot but expoſe us to the 
„ greateſt uncertainties, even ſuch as we. 
on EOS: would 


—_— — = 7 2 rr — — = 
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Chriſtianity the Great 
would not willingly be guilty of in reſpect 


only to temporal Things, though of far 


the leaſt moment. Tis uſually obſerv'd 
to be no good Sign, when a Banker 1s un- 
willing to inſpect his Accounts; but rather 
an Argument to conclude his Cafe deſpe- 
rate. Vitious Habits, by diligent appli- 
cation, may be eaſily cruſh'd in their Be- 
ginnings; but if long confirm'd, the 
Task is almoſt as difficult as to remove 
a Mountain. A Mind inur'd to the 


Paths of Virtue, always carries a ſure 


Ballance with it againſt all thoſe Enor- 


mities to which others are expos'd, and 


hereby we may gueſs at the great ad- 
vantage of early Piety, and good Educa- 
tion. As to the careleſs Perſon, if not- 


_ withſtanding a ſottiſh Diſpoſition and un- 
Warrantable Adventure, all ſhould hap- 


pen to ſucceed well at laſt, in the main 
Chance; yet the want of that ſolid Peace 
and true Compolure which always at- 
tends a well-order'd Converſation under 


all temporary Viciſſirudes, is ſufficient to | 


deter any confiderate Chriſtian from run- 
ning ſo great a Risk. What Varieties of 


Arts and tempting Baits doth the cunning | 


Augler ule to eninare the Inhabitants of 
tne Wat'ry Element! With what Care 
and Pains doth the expert Fowler or toil- 
ſome Hunter ſeck after the Lives of inno- 

. — cent 


4. 
2 


Ornament of Humane Fife, &c. 


are thoſe irrational Creatures, through a 


common Inſtinct of Nature, to avoid all 
ſuch Snares and Stratagems! Yet, which 
is ſtrange to be conſider'd, all this while 


that Princely Animal, more nearly ally'd 
to Heaven by the Endowments of a no- 
bler Reaſon and exalted Countenance, 

who is ſo dex'trous in plotting for the 


Lives of thoſe inferiour Ones, hath little 
or no Senſe of his own Danger from the 
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cent Birds and Beaſts! And how watchful 


innumerable Baits which Satan, the moſt 


ſubtil Angler, continually caſts before him 
in order to his Deſtruction; but is rather 


ready at all times to embrace them with 
Greedineſs and Delight. Surely then if 


ſo great Dangers ſurround us in every 
part of our Journey through this totter- 
ing World, Cautions of this kind may be 


judg'd at leaſt excuſable, if not bighiy ne- 


ceſſary. And this leads to 


Dir. z. To think often on the Brevity and 
Uncertainty of humane Life, and of all 
earthly Enjoyments, wherein fallen Nas 
tare is ſo deſirous to perpetuate it ſelf. 


Though the Order and Harmony of all 
Things in this viſible World ( whence 


'tis properly calld * ve. and the, ; . , 
apparent influence of the Celeſtial Bodies nw ſeu | 
on the Terreſtrial) in giving us the 4, we 
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various Seaſons for all natural Productions, 
are juſtly admirable, and do, beyond the 


reach of Contradiction , demonſtrate an 
Almighty Power, 


_ dence * ; 


* Fig enim admirabily 


quædam continuatio ſerieſq; 
rerum, ut alia ex alia nexa, 
omnes inter ſe apta colli- 
gatzqz videantur, Cic. Nat. 
Deor. J. I. 

Toy J Ocoy dio 
rd] ewe 
3 5 ), 77% TE91012 exe 
Tav 89)! 2 810, 2 
v uo; Tel Hy e. 
vel Y. mes eb ſa 


TULTUYALY öMοοονN a. 


Diog. Laert. de Vita Ari 


ſtot. . 5 


Wiſdom and Provi- 


vet that there is a gradual wi- 


thering in the beautiful Vi- 
{age of Nature, and no {mall 
tendency to 
Chaos, is not difficult to be 
diſcern'd by fuch as are con- 
verſant in ſerious Thoughts. 
Lite, though momentary, 
is of all T hings molt valued, 
and admits of no Equiva- 
lent (a): Yet fo frail is the 
contexture of Man's earthly 
Frame, that he 1s not only 


(Moba 4. liable through common Fate to be re- 
ſolv'd into his brit Elements, but his for- 
mer Longzvity is almoſt in every Age 


further contracted , 


Health more ſenſibly impair'd by many 


innovated Maladies, as Harbingers to that 
ch. 14. 14. great Change. 


80 likewiſe the exterior 


World (of which Man is a lively Epitore, 


teſtantur 


and therefore calPd purzcioou®0) carries evi- 
dent Symptoms of a declining State *, as 


Terremorss if already overtaken with the Infirmitics 


horribiles 


nuperi, non 2 remoti (i. e. aud Inſulam MST LD Neapo- 
lin, Cc.) ſed & quadantenus in terra firma Britannica, oculis nejirs 


jampridem Fw Aupleni. Mat. 24. 75 Luk. 21. 11. 


of 


its Original 


— great K ys AY + — — — 0 A — =. — 


and his imperfect 


„ 
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of decrepid Age, and ſcarce able to ſuſtain 8 . 
the weight of its own burthen ; tho? no nn 
part thereof (through the propitious care 10 
of Heaven) has hitherto more favourably 1 
eſcap'd than our Continent, where, inſtead 1 
of Forreign Devaſtations, Peace and Plenty 1 
have long Embrac'd each other, And not I 
only this d [7, e. lower Habitable I 
World] is obnoxious to decay, but Og. 4 
the Glorious Structure of the Heavens 2 110 
alſo ſhall wax old, like a worn out Gar- Heb. 1. 11. AY 
ment, and undergo a mighty ineffable 2pet . 10. 
Change, to make way for the New Hea- Rev. b. 14. 1 
vens and New Earth which ſhall be eſta- 19-65 17. 7 
bliſh'd in Righteouſneſs, without the 25 a. 
leaſt ſhadow of Mutability = . 1 
or Corruption fr "I was 40 E MY 
too bold a Saying of the &c. omni flagrante materia, 10% 
Onict Philoſopher that he %%% quicqul nne ex 1 
A diſpofito Iucet ardebit. Nos 8 
 WaS—— 77 Omen Fortunam quog; felices animæ, & æterna RUE 
paratus; but more eſpecially Jane &c. Senec. Con. 
that of another Si fractus Mare. 1 
illabatur Orbis, impavidum ferient Ruinæ. _—_ | 
The beſt Inſtitutions of Philoſophy are . 
too faint and dull to raiſe the Mind to ſuch . 
a noble pitch; whereof the greateſt Pro- [3 
ficient in Chriſtanity would be rather =: 
humbly emulous, than forward to boaſt. | | 
Nothing leis than a well grounded proſ- 1 


pect of a ſure Intereſt beyond the Grave, 
by virtue of near Alliance to him 
py . BB agghs 


1 
11 455 a 
4 9 

A 

* * 

1 * 
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who hath prepar'd thoſe happy Man- 
fions, can fo fix our exorbitant Thoughts 
as to take them off from building Taber- 
nacles here. The beſt of Nature's Im- 
provements, as merely ſuch, can reach 
no higher than the various Spheresof Na- 
tural things: And how far the higheſt 


Speculations of that kind can avail when 


Death by a ſurprizing Summons puts a 


period to the whole Frame of Nature, 
will be very ſad to experience. What 


Dread and Conſternation, not inferior to 


Belſhazzar*s ſhaking Fit, muſt needs attend 
every Perſon ſo attack'd, if all the Time, 


Advantages, Strength and Activity, of the 


5 Mat. 6. 9s 


Which it was Created! And ſuch aſtoniſh- 


whole Man have been employ'd in Iaying 


up Treaſure on Earth, inſtead of anſwer- 
ing thoſe High and Honourable Ends for 


ment is commonly enhanced when they 


are ſnatch'd away in the prime of their 


Strength and Vigour, and had promiſed 
themſelves a more full Carouſe in the Ima- 


ginary Sweets of this World. To ſcerthe 


Scene thus chang'd on a ſudden, and an 


approaching inevitable {eparation from all 


thoſe infatuating Objects wherein their 


Life, Joy, and Happineſs, have been in- 


volv'd, mult needs cauſe a great reluctan- 
cy, and very much darken that difconſo- 
late Paſſage into the unknown Regions of 

| „ 


an eternal State. Who would then wil- 
lingly poſtpone the great Concerns of ano- 
ther Life to a few empty, fading and un- 
certain pleaſures at preſent ; and which 

are only ſo as they get the Aſcendant upon 


a deprav'd imagination? Or would not 


rather cloſe in earneſt with that uſeful 
Leſſon of the Apoſtle * zo die daily; and 
thereby come to make a right Eſtimate of 
fleeting, and of all things moſt uncertain ; 


haſtning towards it's period; of Riches, 
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* Ke 
; e at” 
all Earthly Enjoyments ; of Life as frail, & 


20 


of the World as fading, mutable, and ©s 


Honours, and Pleaſures, as empty, tran- 


ſient and unfatisfying ; as alſo to have his 
choiceſt Comforts and Expedctations ſe- 
cur*d beyond the reach of any Temporary 
_ Croſſes, Dangers, or Viciſſitudes? This 


is the only way to be indeed Sortem in, Cor. 
utramq; parati; to have the true reliſh of 31. 


all Earthly Felicity; to uſe the World fo 


as neither to abuſe it nor our ſelves ; to 
ſerve our Generations with all ſincerity and 
faithfulneſs, according to our reſpective 


Capacities, and at laſt give a joyful ac- 


count of our Stewardſhip when Time 


ſhall be no more. 


CHAP. 


or. 15. 


L . % 


7. 
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HA. X. 
A further Continuation of Practical Motives 


Dir. 4. To havethe Mind often Exercis d 


in Divine ( ontemplations. 


| HE pure Principles or Light of 
_—_ Nature originally implanted in and 
in {ome degrees reſtor'd to Mankind, as a 


common Benefit of Redemption, doth in 


its genuine tendency, 1. e. whilſt the Sen- 
ſual Pert is ſubjected thereunto, affect 
them with a Senſe of their preſent lapſed 
State, and a ſtudious enquiry after the 
unchangeable Center of Bleſſed neſs: As 


is evident from the Noble Eſſays and Re- 


corded Contemplations of many eminent 
 Heathens, * who had not the advantage of 
e Holy 


* Da Pater Auguſtam menti conſcendere ſedem; 
Da fontem luſtrare bonis; da luce reperta. 
In te conſpicuos animi deſigere viſus, 
Disjice terrenæ nebulas © pondera molis, 
Arque tuo ſplendore mica; tu namque ſerenum 
Tu requies tranquilla piis, — &G _ 5 
Boet. de Conf. Philoſ. Lib. 3. 
EI u meoy cles eit TRVIA: de Ih E, Zed, x 09 
ny meTeWn oro ro) vuiv et StaTETHy WhCr--- SC. 5 
.  Epictet. Enchirid. c. 7. 
Virtus quam affectamus magnifica eſt : non quia per ſe beatum eſt 
mals caruiſſe; ſed quia animum laxat ac praparat ad cognitionem &: 
leſtuum, dignuiq; efficis qui in conſortium Dei veniat. 
Sen. Nat. Queſt. 1. 1. prefat. 


Id. de vita beat. c. 9. 
Id. in Libr. contr. Epicure cap. 10, 11. 


* 
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Holy Writ for their ſurer Direction: And 
how much more then ſhould the tran- 
ſcendent Principles of Evangelical Grace, 
conſonant to, and eſtabliſh'd upon, the 
revealed Word of God, raiſe and quicken 
our Intellectuals to ſuch a Contemplative 
Frame! But on the contrary, notwith- 
ſanding our great Privileges and ſingular 
Helps to this fo profitable Work, we ſeem 
to fall ſhort of their Induſtry and Im- 
provements ; as if ſeiz?d with that ſottiſh 
Careleſneſs complain'd of by the Pro- 
phet—The Ox knoweth its Owner, &c. but ,., 6 
Iſrael doth not know ; my People doth not con 
ſider, Meditation is by ſome, not im- 
properly, compar'd to thoſe clean Beaſts 
under the Law, which chewed the Cud, i. e. 
brought back again the groſs Food which 
they had before eaten, from the usy4an , 
(as Ariſtotle calls it, and from him our Mo- 
dern Anatomiſts) or upper Stomach, in 
order to a more exquiſite chewing it over 
again. Hence comes our Egli Word 
[raminate,)] ſo often us'd Metaphorically 
to expreſs a ſerious and deliberate think- 
ing, pondering, or meditating. Hereby 
the Dignity of humane Nature is truly 
conſpicuous ; and without it a Man ſcarce 
ſhews himſelf ro be one Remove from 
thoſe meaner Animals he was deſign'd 
to govern, For the great e | 
oy. 35 
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and Benefit of Divine Contemplati- 
on, we have not only the appolite 
Teſtimony of an Ancient 

3 7 Be - 172 Biſhop *, who gel oa) the 
yo e Theorhy. Gate of Heaven, by which we 
Ci” ove 7 to Gol, whileſt 
x—-— converſant in this World; 
and other collateral Suffrages of former 

Date, together with the many cogent 
Examples on Sacred Record; but alſo 
Eminent Inſtances of Modern Times, 
3 and within our own Na- 

ad DeLana, Pow, ton *, And indeed whut 
Lord Ch. Juftice Hals. Gr. can be more advantagious, | 
re amidit the noiſe and hurry | 
of an unſettled World, the dull Enjoyments 

of Senſe, and perpetual incumbrances of 
Temporal Affairs both private and publick, 
than for the Cloyiter'd Soul, whilſt ſo- 
Pla. 120.5. journing in theſe Texts of Kedar, to gain 
now and than a little enlargment , and 

look up wiſhfully towards its future 
Manſions and Bleſſed Original? Or, As 

if freed for a time from its preſent Clogs, 

make a ſhort Sally into the upper Regi- 

ons, appointed for its perpetual abode ? 

With what augmented Vigour mult 1t 

needs return to actuate the Bodily Organs, 

by adiligent diſcharge of all Duties in it's 

1 Tim. 4. Earthly Station, Whether Moral, Civil, 
„or Spiritual? With what Alacrity and 
„ Pa- 
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Patience will it endeavour to paſs 1 
the many rugged Steps, perplexing Di 
culties, and ſeeming Diſcouragements, in- 
cident to the Remainder of it's Courſe, 
(not unlike that Holy Patriarch in his four- 
teen Years Servitude for the Charming 
Rachel) till at laſt happily arriv'd at the 
joyful Conſummation thereof, and ſecure- 
ly poſſeſsd of the Incorruptible Crown? 
If an Heathen could ſay, Major ſum, & ad 
majora natus quam quod Mancipium ſim 
Corporis: How much rather may every 
good Chriſtian ſo far value himſelf upon 
the greatneſs of his Honour and Privj- 
ledges, as to baniſh from his choiceſt Af- 
fections the whole Train of flattering 
Rivals, which daily accoſt him; to live 
above the moſt inchanting Smiles or 
thwarting diſappointments of this World, 
whilſt chearfully converſant in the neceſ- 
ſary Affairs thereof, and endeavour to 
make the neareſt approaches towards his 
future Bleſſedneſs, by devoting not a few _ 
of the moſt quiet Intervals to this ſacred 
Employment! But how ſuitable ſoever 
ſuch Hints as theſe may ſeem to a Mind 
rightly diſpos'd, molt certain it is that 
they are but dull Muſick to Multitudes in 
the World; who, for want of a true 
Reliſh, will boldly cenſure, as inſipid, the 
greateſt Delicacies, if not grateful to their 
e OT . 
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depraved Palates. 'Tis in a great mea- 
ſure an untrodden Path; a Province be- 

ond the reach of corrupted Nature ; 
which favours only Things homogeneous, 


1. e. periſhing and tranſitory, and ſticks 
not to condemn for Fooliſhneſs the great- 


1 Cor. 1. eſt Inſtances of Divine Wiſdom. If Man, 


ch. 2 v. 14. Conſider'd as fallen, be fairly traced from 
the fertile Womb through the ſeveral 
Stages of a ſhort and miſerable Life, his 

very Conſtitution will be found little better 

than an Heap of Infirmities ; * whoſe 

| | Growth 1s at leaſt propor- 
* 0 % 8 end zd tion'd to his Age and Sta- 
coe MAG, 12 ture. No ſooner does the 
feet Babe become diveſted 

| of helpleſs Infancy, but the 
Primitiæ, or firſt Efforts of its tender 
Strength, are eagerly employ'd in all 
kinds of vain and diſſolute Practices ad- 
apted to thoſe early Years: And after- 
wards in every gradual advancement to- 
wards Maturity he grows more eſtranged 
from his only true and central Happineſs, 
and habitually confirm'd in all the mo- 
dern Improvements of Vice and Impiety. 
Such indeed is the univerſal Pravity, ſuch 
the delightful Propenſion of humane Na- 
ture in its preſent degeneracy, till it puts 
ona fairer Viſage, and is happily reduc'd 
e Soy” ws by 


Tyr. Diſſert. 22. 
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by a gracious ſupernatural Power * or 
divine Aſſiſtance. No won- , . is 
der then that the incompa- . ws 

rable Beauties of Piety and Veet, The dug acting, 

Virtue ſhould ſeem not on- wg Molen, Twayornre 

a 7 Rs 88. Id. Ibid. 

ly marr'd and unattractive 2 

to, but be moſt audaciouſly defam'd by, ſo 

many conceited Criticks in the World ; 

that the admirable Methods of Divine 

Preſcription , for the molt ſafe and com- 

fortable paſſage through all the crooked 

Paths of Time, and ſecuring the ultimate 

Felicity or ineffable Joys of an endleſs 

Life, ſhould be ſo frequently, becauſe ig- 

norantly, ridicuPd. Nor does this afford 

the leaſt Reaſon why any one ſhould be 

diverted from, but rather on the contrary 

more eſtabliſh'd in this and all other lauda- 

ble Practices, wherein the publick Credit 

of Religion and his own immediate Safe- 

ty are ſo deeply concern'd. Let but tze 
| fame Perſons once come to themſelves, like Luk. 15. 
che returning Prodigal when tir'd with his 7 25+ 


Swiniſh Diet (before which they cannot 
' | reaſonably be eſteem'd competent Judges) 
and the reputation of ſincere Piety, with 
all its Concomitants, {hall ſtand or fall 


according to their own arbitrement. They 
. | will ſoon change the ſharp Reflections and 
1 | fine witty Turns of former Buffoonry into 
„ the higheſt Encomium's; and whilſt full 


M of 
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of admiration how their beſotted Reaſon 
could find the leaſt Guſt of Pleaſure in any 
thing ſhort of this which alone 1s really 

ſuch, will paſs the ſevereſt Cenſures on 
themſelves, as well for the lateneſs of their 


Conviction, as the unreaſonableneſs of 


their wilful Stupidity and Folly. 


Dir. 5. Laſtly, Frequent Approaches to 
the Throne of Grace, both pablick and 
private, for Pardon, Sanctification, 
and Aſſiſtance to the ſincere performing 

all good Purpoſes, 


So many are the contracted Stains and 


caſual Defilements in our daily Converſe, 


through Inadvertency and Surprize, if 


not too often deliberate choice; ſo great 


the exorbitance of thoſe innumerable 
Thoughts which are happily cruſh'd &er 

they amount to overt Acts, that we have 

need of continual Recourſe to the cleanſing 

Zech. 13. 1 Fountain, the appointed Propitiation, or 


58 : Joh. 2.2. erciful and faithful High Prieſt, who is 


Heb. 2.17. a 
ch. 12. 24. Mediator of the New Covenant, and whoſe 


Blood ſpeaketh better Things than that of Abel. 


Not to be in the leaſt affected herewith, 


either through an obdurate courſe of Im- 
piety or imagin'd Perfection, are very 


highly, and perhaps equally, dangerous. 
Gen. 25, The two contraty Principles, typitied by 


35 Rebekal's Twins, are n 
| e Or 
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for Superiority ; and though the indubi- 

table Right of Dominion belong to thar 

which is of an Heavenly Extract, yet the 

other, whilſt in a Capacity to oppoſe, 
will never ceaſe to exert its utmoſt Vi- 

gour, and greedily catch at all Opportu- 

nities for Uſurpation. This hath been 
ſometimes both the experience and pathe- 

tical Complaint of the beſt Heroes upon 

ſaered Record; and the reſult thereof, 
Humility, Watchfulneſs, and ſucceeding 

Endeavours, with all diligence, to perfect 

Holineſs in the fear of God. As it is the 

tranſcendent Attribute of the great Keep? 
er of 1/rael, that he neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps; Pal. 131% 

ſo *tis the Duty and Intereſt of every in- 

dividual Chriſtian to imitate him, as 

much as poſſible, in ſuch Vigilance ; 

which will prove one of the beſt Preſerva- 

tives againſt all choſe Dangers to which 

they are expos d, as well from their own 

innate Frailties as the unwearied Attempts . 

of their inveterate Enemy. If he durſt 

be ſo bold as to encounter with the Cap- 

tain of our Salvation, clothed with hu- 
mane Nature, and to renew his Attack 

after ſeveral Repulſes (though, to our Mat. 4. 3, 

unſpeakable Advantage, nothing of hu- 5? 11 

mane Frailty, no Tincture of Corruption 

was found in that Bleſſed One to comport 

with his Temptations) how ſhall we, Joh. 14.20 

M2. who 
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who are made up of nothing but Infirmi- 
ties, think to be exempted from his daily 


Aſſaults? Doubtleſs the greateſt freedom 
of that kind is experienced by his ſpecial 


Favourites: Theſe, if any, ſhall eſcape 


undiſturb'd, whilſt, 4 ſtrong Man armed 


he can keep the Houſe, and whilſt the whole 


Series of their Life and Actions is one | 


continued ſatisfactory Devotion to his 
Service: But how far ſuch preſent ſeem- 
ing Careſſes Will avail, when both Prince 


and Subjects are eternally confin'd to the 
great Abyfs of Darkneſs and Horror, is 
not difficult to determine. But beſide the 
urgent Motives of Neceſſity and Danger, 


*tis but reaſonable that Chriſtians ſhould 


alſo from the nobler Impulſe of a pious 
Ingenuity , be often looking up to their 


great Benefactor in humble Returns of 


Thankfulneſs and Praiſe: Which is but 
a very ſmall Retribution for the innume- 


rable Favours receiv'd, either in reſpect 


to this or a better Life; yet if rightly per- 
form'd, carries a {weet Odour, and is 
highly acceptable to him. The Royal 
P/almiſt, in many places, affirms this to 
have been his molt delightful Exerciſe, 


both in the private Elevations of his on 


Fal. 63. 15 
25374, 556. 


Heart, and the publick or ſolemn Addreſ- 


{es of the Sanctuary. T was his proper 
Element, the very Life of his Soul, or 
IDE | - 
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the {weet Air in which he was moſt deſi- | | 
rous to breath: And perhaps that is | 
none of the leaſt Reaſons why he 15 | 
dignify'd upon Sacred Record with the if 
extraordinary Character of 4 Man after 1 Sam. | 
God's own Heart; which reſpects the 73: 14 
general Bent and Frame of his Mind, 
for otherwiſe he was not without 1 
particular Infirmities. Holy aa, 
a true Heir to Abraham's Faith and ing 
miſes, was accuſtom'd to this Profitable 
Employment : He went out at Eventide to 
Pray {as the old Tranſlation hath it] or zo 
Meditate [according to the new}: But 
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Pareas ſaith the Hebrew Verb properly ſig- ö | 
nifies both, and finds fault With the e * 
Word ae as *tis rendred in the Is 4 
Septuagint. Belides the publick united lt | 


Prayers, in which it's no ſmall Duty to 
bear a part with all poſlible ſeriouſneſsand 
preparation, as alſo the joynt Domeſtic ij 4 
Devotions of each particular Family, ly 
wherein (like the Houſe of Philemon) that phil. 2. | [8 
laudable order is obſerv'd, there are many . 
other Seaſons for private Occaſional Ejacu- 
lations ; which, being undiſcern'd by 
others, are conſequently no impediment to, 
but rather the moſt lively furcherance of 
a well order'd Converſation: And indeed 
lo great is the pronenels of Humane Na- 
ture to Extreams in the ule of Lawiul 
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things, both from its own inherent Pravi- 

ty and the innumerable Examples of 

others, that there is no part of our Lives 

can be reaſonably exempted from ſuch a 

59 Praftice®, By this we may reach that 
9% ſeemingly hard Injunction, tho? excellent 
eva Tis Advice of St. Paul, —to pray without 
50) Ce. Feaſing— 1. e. have the Mind always ac- 
Tio: Cultom'd to an Holy Reſignation, and im- 
is bloring oſ ſuitable Aids, to Ballance all thoſe 


9X 1474. Contingent Dangers or Trials to which we 


o, &. are obnoxious. And as this is a juſt and 
Hero awful Acknowledgment of the Divine 
Pyth. Omnipreſence and Sovereignty, together 
with an humble invocation of His ſpecial 
Guidance through the intricate Labyrinths 

of a deceitful World; ſo the Benefits ac- 
cruing therefrom are very great ; as both 
Reaſon it ſelf, and the Experience of every 
private Breaſt thus happily employ'd, can 
evince, beyond the reach of any Objecti- 

on. *Tis a fort of ſtanding upon our 
Guard, or, as the wile Man expreſſeth it, 

Deo. 4.33. keeping the Heart with all diligence: So that 
the ſubtil Serpent, who ſtill acts the part 
of a Treacherous and not a Warlike Ene- 

my, finding all the Avenues ſecur'd, will 

ealily ſuffer a Repulſe. The readineſs of 
Divme Benignity to aſſiſt where humane 
Endeavours do carneſtly concur, is very 
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handſomly expreſs'd by an 5 eff ate Deus; r. 


Heathen Author *, as well as n eſt, inus ft. ha dico; 


frequently aſſerted in Holy ie nos Spiritus ſedet, ma- 


i 5 lorum bonorumq; noſtrorum 
Writ: But no wonder if God ee & Alter pe: 


refuſe to beſtow on us his a nobis trallatur, ita nos ipſe 


aſſiſting Grace after our de- a. Senec. Ep. 41. 

praved Wills are once Illu- n. 2. P. 549. 

minated and Rectified, without Supplica- 

tion on our Parts. In that memorable 

and ſharpeſt Rencounter that 1/rae/ met 

with in the way to their promis'd Inhert 

tance, when the Victory was ſuſpended as 
ſeemingly dubious for a time; ſo long as 

the Hands of Moſes were ſteadily lifted 

up, all was well enough ; Amalek loſt 

ground apace : But when they grew wea- 

ry and {lack the diſpirited Enemies took 
Courage, made good their Charge, and 
were like to have kept the Field; till thoſe. 

Victorious Hands, far more prevalent. 

than their glittering Swords, were again 
Erected and ſecurely propt up: Then the 

Scale as ſuddenly turn'd, and abſolute 5 

Victory enſu'd. Proportionable hereun- Exod. 17. 


to, if Faith and Prayer, the Soul's moſt es. 


ſuccesful Weapons, be kept in conſtant 
Exerciſe, its Spiritual Enemies will ſoon 
make a Retreat: Theſe are the greateſt 
Security againſt all kinds of Danger, the 
Strongeſt Bulwark and ſafeſt Aſylarm which 
we can have recourſe unto ; But if they 
"04 089 
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are either laid aſide or ſlothfully us'd, 
the grand Adverſary will ſoon take hold of 
ſuch an Advantage: And that we flag not 
in ſo great a Work; there will be need of 
ver. 12. aſſiſtance; not from Aaron and Hur, but 


Hieb. 6. 20 


and powerful Alliance, the remaining 


part of the Conflict will be eaſy, the Prof | 


Rev. 2. 7, Pet comfortable, and Victory certain 


17. in the End. Tis the overcomers only 


vo are to eat if the Tree of Life, and hid- 
aden Manna; i. e. ſuch as perſevere with an 
Heroick Courage, Inviolable Patience, 


and Unſhaken Reſolution to the End of 
*M their Race *. On theſe the moſt Serene 
ein and Permanent Joys of future Bleſſedneſs 


Kerd]ov, | 


ba Tvx3 are irrefragably Entaild : Which will 


__ ca. then ſwallow up in Everlaſting Oblivion, 
Curyſott. or rather happily exchange for the higheſt 
Accents of Adoration and Praiſe, all 
_ preſent ſeeming Difficulties in the way 


thercunto. 


the true High -· Prieſt of Melchiſedech's 
Order, in conjunction with the Bleſſed |} 
Spirit: Through which mighty Aids 


C HAF. 
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CHAP. XVL 


| Anacephalcuſis. | 


8 Geographers within the narrow 
X Compals of very little Maps will 
comprize the Univerſe; ſo I have endea- 
vour'd with all poſhble Brevity and hum- 
ble Deference, to Epitomize thoſe great 
Things wherein the orderly Being 
and Government of the World, but 
more eſpecially the Glory of God, toge- 
ther with the Peace Comfort and Happi- 
neſs of Mankind, both Temporal and 
Eternal, are immediately concern'd. 


Have in ſome meaſure ſhew'd the admira- — 
ble Harmony, mutual Dependance and 5 
inſeparable Connexion between them: 11 
That to be a good Proficient in the Theo- 4 
ry and Practice of Chriſtianity is the beft 4 
Foundation for, and neceſſarily includes, —— 


as well all the Duties of Civil Obedience, 
according to the ſeveral conſtituted Forms 
of Government, as thoſe more general 
Ones enforced by the Laws of reaſonable 
Nature, viz. Juſtice, Sincerity and Up- 
F e 
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Prov. 6. 
19. 


— 


rightneſs, in common Converſation. 
Have more particularly taken notice of the 
moſt material Points wherein the Eſſence 
and Beauty of Religion conſiſts (not o- 


mitting ſome of thoſe dangerous Extreams 


too obvious at this Day) and look'd back 
a little upon the purer Times of Primi- 


tive Practice, together with the peaceable 
and harmonious Tendency of the Bleſſed 


Goſpel; as alſo lightly touch'd upon the 


unhappy Jars, Animoſities and Prejudice, | 
too predominant in the moſt Reform'd 
Parts of the Chriſtian World, and trac'd 
them to their firſt Cauſe, the grand Incen- 


diary, whoſe peculiar Work it is 70 ſow 


| Diſcord among Brethren ;, adding further, 


with humble Submiſſion, a few Hints by 


Way of Eſſay towards the removing of fo 
great an Obſtacle to the growth of Reli- 


gion, and ſettled Tranquillity both of 


Church and State. Have proceeded, in 
the next place, to conſider Man in a Po- 


litical Capacity; and therein the Na- 


ture, Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs of 


Civil Government in all the Orders or De- 
grees thereof; the excelleney of our own 


Conſtitution, and the ſtrong Motives or 


indiſpenſible Obligations to Unanimity 


and chearful Obedience, together with the 


Mutual and laſting Benefits thence 1nev1- 
i of =» ee 
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tably accruing. Under the third Head 
have alſo briefly Examin'd the Sphere of 
Morality; which, as the Minor, is contain'd 
in, or an inſeparable part of Evangelick 
Piety: Therein obſerving the palpable 
Degeneracy of preſent Times, in oppoſi- 
tion to the clear Dictates of Reaſon and 
Humanity; as alſo the great need of a 
general Reformation, for the Ornament 
of common Converſe, retrieving the 
Credit of Religion, and eſtabliſhing a 
temporal Happineſs. Have, in the laſt 
place, ſubjoyn'd, for a Cloſe to the 
whole, ſome few practical Directions, or 
cogent Motives, to the preceding Duties; 
taken from the future Regret and irre- 
parable Detriment of a fſlothful Negli- 
gence in thoſe weighty Concerns; the 
Brevity and Uncertainty of Humane {1 
Life, with all its ſeeming Pleaſures and : | 
real, complicated Dangers ; the neceſſity q ; 
of continual Circumſpection and a Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance unto the laſt period of 
cdur Spiritual Warfare; till we come to 
lvye down in Peace, and exchange the a 
numerous Catalogue of preſent Infirmi- N 
ties for the unmixed Tranſports and ho- 
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ly Triumphs of an endleſs Life. : 
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„ the many different Op. 
nions and voluminous Controverſies about 
Religion, it will be found that che main 


Buſineſs thereof lies within a narrower 
compaſs than the unwarrantable Curioſity 


of ſome hath ſeem'd to ſuggeſt; and that 


the unparallePd Excellency, Equity, Peace 
and Comfort which are peculiar to its holy 


Paths, have been rather obſcur'd than il- 
luſtrated by thoſe elaborate Endeavours 
for their advantage. Polemical Diſputes, 


as well as Writings, alſo uſually ſavour too 


much of Paſſion and Partiality ; and in 
ſuch feveriſh Heats the very Vitals of Re- 
ligion are apt to expire. In a word, the 


and Salvation of Men's Souls: the moſt 


Principal Ends thereof are the Glory of God 


direct Means conducing_ to thoſe bleſſed 


Ends are Soundneſs of Faith and Sincerity 


of Obedience, ariſing from the Knowledg 
of God in Chriſt: more remote Means are 

the lively Oracles or Written Word, toge- 
ther with the peculiar Evangelick Inſtitu- 
tions, and co operating aſſiſtancę of the 


Holy Spirit: the viſible and neceſſary 
Fruits thereof are Integrity of Liſe and u- 
niverſal Love to Mankind, with a more 


ſpecial enhancement towards all that are 


Co-heirs of the ſame Faith and glorious 


Hopes. r is not the being of this or that 
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Ornament of Humane Life, &c. 173 
Opinion, though never ſo Orthodox, can 
of it ſelf make a good Chriſtian, without 
thoſe other Eſſential Ingredients which are 
enjoyn'd in the holy Standard of Truth: 
ſo that if the Current of a Man's Life and 
Actions be really bad, they denominate 
him, beyond all contradiction, to be a 
bad Man; and he hath no injury done him 
by beingeſteemed ſuch : and fo on the con- 
trary. Yet when we conſider the latitude 
of Chriſtian Charity, to be very cautious 
of cenſuring others, eſpecially for particu- 
lar Slips which have not amounted to in- 
dulg'd Habits, will appear, if any, an 
Errour on the right hand. Did we more 
impartially look at the Eſſence, Ends and 
genuine Effects of Religion in our ſelves 

and others, than at the diſcriminating 
Names or private Intereſts of Parties and 
Opinions, there would be a much fairer 
Scene of things in the World, in a Religi- 
_ ous reſpe&. So likewiſe in the Civ State; 
if all Orders and Degrees of Men did more 
diligently attend the Employments of their 
particular Stations, and not ſo curiouſly 
look abroad with a cenſorious Eye upon 
the Actions and Deportment of others, the 
publick Harmony might be better pre- 
ſerv'd; Eſpecially if the higher Spheres of 
Government, ſo far above their 1 
could 


2 Chriſtianity the Great 
cquld eſcape the Laſh of their ſevere Cor- 
rectiong, Tis at leaſt probable that the 
magnificent Ship wherein their particular 
Cargoes are embark'd would be ſteer'd as 
ſafely towards it's Harbour without any 
of, as withall, their unkind Murmurings 
and fruitleſs Sollicitude. But what is more 
common now a days than for every private 
Perſon (whether through Vanity, Pride 
or ill Nature, is left to their own determi- 
nation) to chalk out a better Syſteme of 
State Politicks; as if they thought them- 
ſelves able to ſuſtain the weight of ſo vaſt 
a2 Burthen, which would ſoon cruſh them 
to pieces ? e 


What remains then, but that we duly 
honour our Superiours and thankfully ac- 
knowledg the propitious Care of Heaven, 
notwithſtanding our manifold Unworthi- 
neſs ; as alſo ſpeedily endeavour to extricate 
our ſelves from all the Symptomes of a 
Morbid State, by a general Amneſty of pri- 
vate Feuds,unreaſonable Prejudice,ground- 
| leſs Heats and Animoſities; not only as the 
preſent Remora's to a Temporal Happinels, 
but as Deformities deeply infecting our ve- 
ry Natures, juſtly deſerving our Shame 
and ſevereſt Reſentment, and altogether 
unfit to accompany us into the other 
355 ns World! 
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of Humane Life, &c. 275 
World ? So might we yet hope to conti- 
nue a moſt flouriſhing Kingdom through» 
out the longeſt Records of Time, and 


chearfully expect thoſe accumulated Bleſ- e | 
ſings which are the uſual Rewards of Sin- 4 


; a. : We 2 
Ro 1 7 * 
1 , * " 
= or * 


Aucient Rock and Sure Refuge of Iſrael, to Deut. 32. 
whom nothing is more pleaſant than for 3 1 
Brethren [in a Natural, Spiritual, or Politi- — ll 
cal Relation] to dwell together in Unity, Pal. 133. 
yet delight to do as good, and ſhowr down *® n 
the choiceſt of his Favours, like thoſe kind- 1 
ly Dews of Hermon both upon our Church Ver. 3. 2 
and State; which have been hitherto the — 
Objects of his peculiar Care and Tuition. 13 
In a Word, the Principal Things want= 1 
ing to make us the moſt happy People in 
the Univerſe, either in reſpect to the Com- 
"| forts of this or a better Life, are Gratitude, 1 
Unanimity and Love: And if theſe brieeff 19 
| | Memento's expos d to the mercileſs Attacks {4 
of an over-critical Age, might, through 
- | Divine Bleſſing, in any meaſure conduce 
to thoſe great and excellent Ends, *twould 
be an abundant Compenſation for a few 
*{ leiſure Hours thus heartily employ'd. 
© | However the Event muſt be left co the 
rj Diſpoſal of that Almighty and Uner- 
ring Providence, which not only extends 
1 : in 
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in common to the meaneſt Creatures, 
but in a more ſpecial manner preſides 
over the great Affairs of this World; and 
will at laſt, notwithſtanding any ſeem- 
ing Obliquities, bring them to their hap- 


_ py Center. 
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